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Jan 21:  BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem, VA. 

Jan 29:  Virginia Cave Board Meet-
ing, 11am, in Dept Conference Rm, 
EnGeo Building at JMU. 

Feb 18:  BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem, VA. 

Mar 18:  BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem, VA. 

Apr 15:  BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem, VA.  

Apr 22-24: Grand Caverns Spring 
Restoration. See page 6 for details. 

Apr 30:  Cricket Maze Cave WV 
OPEN HOUSE noon-6p.  Caver Gloria 
Briggs will be memorialized at this 
event.  

May 18-20: (Tentative) SPRING 
MAR/VAR, at Grand Caverns, Grot-
toes, VA.  Hosts: Seven Rivers Grotto & 
Charlottesville Grotto. Date may 
change.  

June 5-11:  Virginia Cave Week. 
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Treasurer's Report 
01/10/2022 

   
Cave Bucks               $       0.00 
Conservation               $       0.00 
Equipment  $   104.12 
General  $4,118.00 
Total  $4,222.12 

Long Cave Lists 
maintained by Bob Gulden 

USA Long & Deep, World Long & 
Deep, & World Big Rooms 

www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm 
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm 

 

Happy New Year! 

BRG  currently has 33 members and 5 
subscribers.  Pay your dues! 

Carrie Doupnik, NSS 71075, applied 
for BRG membership at the November 
BRG meeting.  Carrie’s sponsor is 
Mary Sue Socky, seconded by David 
Socky.  Carrie’s membership is up for a 
vote at the January 21 BRG meeting.  

Know of a potential caver? Bring them 
to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a 
BRG activity, do lots of fun things with 
the best cavers around ~  

 Cave Softly and Safely 

June 13-17:  NSS Convention, Rapid 
City, SD.   See nss2022.caves.org 

July 16-21: NCRC National Week-
long, to be held in Covington, VA. See 
this link. 

July 24-31: International Congress of 
Speleology, Savoie, France. See page 3 
for details. 

Closed Caves: Remember that some 
caves have closed for the WINTER for 
hibernating bat colonies.. 

VA--Winter closure dates: Oct 15-Apr.15 
WV–Winter closure dates:  Sept 1-May 15.  

Please respect all cave closures.   
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BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 
on the BRG webpage at:  
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the 
‘BRG Organization’ button.    

NSS Membership: 
Would you like to join or 
renew with the NSS?  See 
this link for details.    

Cave Bucks are voluntary donations 
from cavers who have recently been 
underground.  Most people donate a few 
dollars for each cave trip they have been 
on.  Then BRG sends the money where 
it will do some good!  Recent cave 
bucks donations to MAKC and WVCC 
have been disbursed. Both cave conserv-
ancies have sent Thank You letters.  

Safety and Techniques: Dan 
McConnell’s shoulder replacement is 
scheduled for March 2022.  In the mean-
time, perhaps he can “Show us the 
ropes” and instruct a vertical session at 
River Rock Climbing Wall (Roanoke, 
VA) during the winter months.  

Conservation - Susan Burr recently 
visited The Caverns at Natural Bridge, 

VA.  She met with Larry Wheeler, Cav-
erns manager, looked at the problem 
areas of the cave, and took photos.  Su-
san will report her findings at the Janu-
ary 2022 BRG meeting. 

CLOSED CAVE: The upper entrance 
(Slot entrance, opposite Dave & Sandy 
Cowan’s driveway) to Boar Hole, 
Greenbrier Co, WV, is closed by the 
new owner. No thru trips. Use the radio/
culvert entrance on Carroll Bassett’s 
property instead! Do not block Carroll’s 
driveway.  

CHANGING CAVE ACCESS: 
(Reprinted from The Region Record 
v34n4,and the Dead Dog Dispatch 
v36n10, Oct 2021). The majority of the 
Greenville Saltpeter Cave, Monroe Co, 
WV, has been purchased by the Conser-
vation Fund for protection of the histori-
cal and natural resources present in the 
cave.  Two of the four entrances (Water 
and Hilltop) are still owned by an adja-
cent landowner. The Conservation Fund, 
along with the WVD-NR, are currently 
working to produce a management plan 
that will address further use of the cave.  

 

 

 Poor Farm Cave, Greenbrier Co. WV 
is fairly easy, mostly dry, and a good 
beginner cave. The cave contains 3990 
feet of surveyed passage and has 93 ft. 
of relief.  The cave contains large 
trunk passage, breakdown, low crawls, 
slippery mud, a small stream, areas of 
formations, and a 20-ft. pit.  To avoid 
the exposure of getting around the top 
of the pit, one can go through a tight 
hole through breakdown on the right. 
Large people will not fit through the 
by-pass; they will have to go around 
the pit on the narrow ledges.  A belay 
line around the pit is very helpful.   

This is a very straight forward cave; 
you cannot get lost. There are large 
rooms and big passages on either side 
of the cave from the entrance room.  

The January 21, 2022 meeting of the 
Blue Ridge Grotto will be held live, at 
Jersey Lily's Roadhouse 1650 Brae-
burn Dr, Salem, VA 24153. Dinner or 
appetizers with socializing starts at 
6:30pm with the meeting starting soon 
after.   

The program this month will be a slide 
program on recent caving trips com-
piled by Dave Socky. 

 

Date & Time:  Saturday, January 22, 

2022. Meet at Hanging Rock Orange 
Market at 8:30 am. 

Leader: Susan Burr & Doug Feller 

Coordination: Susan Burr  540-989-5809 
pondlady97@gmail.com 

Requirements:Beginner horizontal 

cave trip. Basic caving gear. Contact 
Susan Burr by 01/21/2022 to sign up.   

Limits: no limit.  

18th International  

Congress of Speleology 
Savoie Mont-Blanc, France 

 
Cavers, scientists and all Karst lovers! 

As you know, the International Con-
gress of Speleology planned in 2021 but 
postponed because of the pandemic, 
will finally be held from July 24 to 31, 
2022 It will be the major event of the 
Karst year, not to be missed next year! 
The scientific conference, the anima-
tions, the bookshops, the stands, the 
equipped caves, the beaches of the Lac 
du Bourget, everything is there! And 
you, will you be there? 

We have the pleasure to share you the 
newsletter of the congress: https://
depots.ffspeleo.fr/uploads/
Newsletter_UIS_4En.pdf 

Find all the other information on the 
website: https://uis2021.speleos.fr/ 

We are looking forward to welcoming 
you and sharing this moment with you 

Yannick Decker - organizing committee 
UIS 2022  

Higgenbothams Cave, WV 

Bob Oehler 
I met the new owner of the Mooney 
Property that contains all entrances ex-
cept historic #1. I told them about 
WVACS etc. They are caver friendly 
and very nice people, but they do have a 
few requests.    

1. The only place they want people to 
park is by the entrance to Number 1 
and remember the Higgenbotham's 
request you park close to the road 
not down the hill by the dog pen. 

2. He requests that you text him what 
cave and when you are going to be 
on property.   You may want to tell 
them even if you are going to be in 
#1 and only using the historic #1 
entrance.   You do not need to go up 
to the house and check in.   

His name is Rich English and his cell # 
is  860-309-9885     

If you have any more questions on need 
more details feel free to contact me. 
740-645-8005  kd8djc@gmail.com 

https://blueridgegrotto.org
http://members.caves.org
mailto:pondlady97@gmail.com
https://depots.ffspeleo.fr/uploads/Newsletter_UIS_4En.pdf
https://depots.ffspeleo.fr/uploads/Newsletter_UIS_4En.pdf
https://depots.ffspeleo.fr/uploads/Newsletter_UIS_4En.pdf
https://uis2021.speleos.fr/
mailto:kd8djc@gmail.com
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Great Savannah Cave System 
Maxwelton Sink Cave, WV 

Covet Creek - Working Map 1/11/2022 
Cartography: Greg Springer and Dave Socky 

Getting into Covet Creek.  
All photos by Nick Socky 

Nick Socky Joe Calderone Chris Coates 

Nathan 
Kearney 
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Diary on Caving in Mexico 
Adventures in the Sierra Mazateca, Oaxaca, Mexico - Part 2  

By Nick Schmalenberger 

This is a continuation of Nick’s article 
from the December 2021 Carbide Dump. 

Participants: Rolland Moore, Jenn 
McGuire, Peter Zabrok, Debbie Fowler, 
Nick Schmalenberger, and Dave Stohl. 

November 20, 2021 

Peter, Debbie, Jenn and I all go to the 
Orange Lichen cave. Jenn, Debbie, and I 
start to survey at the entrance and we 
shoot down the pit with the “brick” to a 
point where Peter is. We then realize we 
need another short shot just above there 
to connect to the survey from the en-
trance, and now the brick starts to have 
problems. It acts like it's still taking 
shots, but the screen doesn't work. After 
a while I carefully open it and press 
some of the inside buttons, the screen 
comes back on but it's not reliable at all. 
Peter has the tape and other manual in-
struments down at the bottom of the pit, 
so I go down to get them. When I'm 
coming up, I hear Rolland's and another 
voice; Rolland has arrived with Dave 
Stohl.  

When I come up near the top, Rolland 
says ok Nick, show us how it's done to 
cross the rebelay. So of course I kind of 
mess it up. When I first take my Croll 
off the lower rope, I attach it to the 
wrong side of the loop in the upper rope. 
I fix that, but I'm also using the Yates 
adjustable daisy as a cowstail that Peter 
likes, to let myself out from the rebelay. 
Rolland says this is very unsafe, the 
Yates should not be used alone as a 
cowstail because it can't take a fall. So I 
get out a prussik loop and also attach it 
to the upper rope. This satisfies Rolland. 

Rolland also wants Peter to come up and 
fix the rigging with a second bolt. Peter 
changes it to use a Y hang from a double 
figure 8 knot (bunny ears) and this 
seems better. I also decide to just not use 
the Yates as much, since I can also cross 
rebelays with my regular cowstail no 
problem, maybe its safer. After all this, 
it's early evening and nobody wants to 
cave anymore, so we go back to camp 
now with Dave. 

November 21 

Peter, Debbie, and I go back to the Or-
ange Lichen cave to survey up to the 
point where Peter has explored. It turns 

out Peter got quite far 
along, but could still 
talk to us at the top of 
the first pit through a 
large window opposite 
the entrance into the 
horizontal passage. It's 
three rebelays to get 
down the first pit, and 
luckily we already had a 
shot from the brick for 
this, so we didn't need to 
survey on rope here. 
While I'm waiting for 
Debbie to come down, I 
walk part way up the 
slope on the other side 
of the pit from the rope 
and take some pictures 
of her. I can also see a 
skylight entrance of the 
cave that we didn't 
know about from the surface. 

There's another short rappel down to a 
muddy room directly below the skylight. 
We do a plumb survey shot with the tape 
to a little rock cairn, and then Peter and 
Debbie come down. After crossing the 
muddy room, there's another short mud-
dy climb up rope. After that is a slope of 
breakdown up to where Peter last 
stopped. He left the drill, some clothes, 
and a 100m rope here. I'm surprised he 
brought the 100m rope so far! We sur-
vey up to this point, and then rig another 
drop into what looks like a wet room. 
We don't want to go too much farther 
now, so Peter and Debbie send me to 
check out the wet room. 

There are some leads back under where 
we rigged, and one led into a room of 
yellow rock that looks kind of like swiss 
cheese. I go in there, and find another 
lead into a room but there's a climbdown 
I don't want to do. I go back and tell 
Peter and Debbie, and we leave the cave, 
getting back to camp around midnight. 

November 22 

It is raining pretty hard. Dave and Rol-
land are going to the cave where Peter 
dropped the rock and I made the video 
on November 19. Peter and I are going 
to push the Orange Lichen cave a little 
bit, then derig. We get to the lead in the 
first swiss cheese room, and Peter is able 
to climb down. I move some rocks and 

find another way down also. In the sec-
ond swiss cheese room, there is another 
lead where we are able to dig out some 
mud and crawl through. Peter is excited. 
Here it is not as wet, and there are more 
formations by a breakdown slope going 
up. At the top of this slope is another pit 
down, and a small window. The pit 
looks good, but we don't want to rig and 
push more today, so we check the win-
dow. Peter goes through and is very ex-
cited to be in a huge room, but he thinks 
it is too good to be true. It turns out we 
came through one of the leads at the 
edge of the breakdown pile in the cave 
Jenn and I surveyed. Still very exciting 
that these two caves are now connected, 
and have more leads going down! 

Peter and I are both quite wet now, and 
with easier access to the leads by way of 
the other cave, we still plan to derig. We 
get out some dry clothes, and Peter gets 
out his Micro Traxion hauling device, a 
small pulley with a cam for progress 
capture. It will really help with bringing 
bags up the pits while derigging. At 
some point though, it falls down a hole 
in the breakdown as we are changing 
clothes. I stick my arm and head partly 
down the hole and can almost reach it. I 
back out, and we hammer the hole to be 
a little bit bigger. I reach back into the 
hole, and Peter drops the hammer down 

(Continued on page 6) 

Debbie is watching Peter climb up the nuisance 
drop near the skylight in the Orange Lichen cave 

on November 21. Picture by Nick  
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on its tether, I'm able to use the hammer 
to push thing to where I can grasp it in 
my fingers and get back out again. We're 
ready to leave. 

Derigging the cave is interesting, figur-
ing out how to reach the bolts without 
still being attached to them. We also 
bring out the 100m rope, still unused. 
Peter and I get back to camp around 
midnight. We're wet again, so we put on 
more dry clothes. Peter gives me a drink 
of some whiskey he said was found in a 
bear box in Yosemite. Rolland and Dave 
get back at 3am. Apparently their cave 
really went well and they surveyed a lot 
in some very big beautiful passage. 
There is another big pit as well. 

November 23 

Dave tells Jenn that the cave he and Rol-
land went to is really really good. Dave 
is tired after getting back so late though, 
and he feels satisfied for the whole rest 
of the trip. Somehow it keeps getting 
later and later. We are more or less ready 
but it gets to be evening and it is now too 
late for Jenn by the time Rolland is 
ready. I'm still feeling ok though, and I 
feel bad for missing so much caving the 
previous week, so Rolland and I set out 
for an overnight trip. 

Rolland wants to survey a little bit in the 
huge horizontal passages where he and 
Dave were, take some pictures, and then 
push a big pit going down close to the 
first pit. The picture taking is nice, it is 
very beautiful, and the second pit is also 
nice. At the bottom of the second pit, 
there is a kind of high mud bank and we 
find a way under through some wet yel-

(Diary continued from page 5) low rock kind of like the swiss cheese 
rooms. On the other side, the big hori-
zontal passage continues down at about 
a 44 degree angle. There is breakdown 
and mud, it seems like the mud has nev-
er been walked in before by any other 
person. After about 100m we come to a 
large boulder in the middle of the pas-
sage right before it turns sharply left and 
continues down. 

We decide to survey from the bottom of 
the second pit to this point, then go back 
and tie in the survey above what Rolland 
and Dave did, to our survey below. As 
we survey, I'm getting pretty tired. We 
finish surveying below, and climb back 
up the second pit. At the top, I mark a 
point on the lip and read the plumb dis-
tance from the tape to Rolland, then Rol-
land comes up. Rolland wants to rerig 
the rope going down the second pit to 
take a shorter route, that will also be 
where we survey to tie in. After that, I'm 
on rope and need to find the point at the 
top of the pit that I marked to survey 
down for the tie in. I'm feeling very tired 
now, and I tell Rolland "I can't find the 
point! I can't find the point!". Being so 
tired and so close to the edge of the pit is 
also making me nervous. 

November 24 

Rolland decides we should leave, and 
when I get out, it’s a bright sunny day. I 
wait for Rolland to come out too, then 
we start back to camp. Rolland has de-
cided to formally call this cave Sotano 
Di'quwa, after a plant growing near the 
entrance. On the trail we meet Jenn and 
Dave. It's almost noon, and they have 
come looking for us. They brought us 

some beer, but 
they were also 
worried. When we 
get back to camp, I 
just need to rest, 
but Rolland goes 
with Peter and 
Debbie to check 
out another cave 
called SA22. We 
talk about how 
maybe everyone 
should get into the 
big cave and see it, 
because it really is 
VERY NICE. 
THE BOREHOLE 
TO THE CEN-
TER OF THE 
EARTH!!! 

November 25 - 26 

Instead of all of us going in the big cave, 
Dave, Jenn, and Debbie are going to 
pack up half the camp and go back to 
Rolland's house in La Soledad. Rolland, 
Peter, and I will go back in the big cave 
to push, survey, and then derig. Rolland 
and Peter suggest I be prepared to take a 
nap in the cave. We help with the pack-
ing in the afternoon, and then set off for 
the cave about 6pm for another over-
night trip. It scares me that Rolland and 
Peter plan to bring the 100m rope into 
this cave. It represents even more time 
and effort to derig and distance to sur-
vey. This is our last caving day, and Rol-
land and Peter really want to make a big 
push. 

We get into the cave and at the last point 
where Rolland and I surveyed, it takes a 
little while to figure out how to rig a 
way down. Peter also wants to make a 
video, which is pretty funny. By the time 
we get down and are surveying again, it 
is after midnight. Peter finds a way 
down and on, through a room with a 
small waterfall, a passage with a lot of 
beautiful formations, and to another big 
room with black sandy mud. There is 
another place to rig a rope and Rolland 
and Peter start down, but then decide it 
doesn't need a rope after all and they ask 
me to untie it and drop it down to them. 

It's 5am and I'm feeling tired, so this is 
where I put on all my warm clothes and 
take my nap. I wake up again about 
7:30am, and it's 8:30am by the time I 
hear Peter's voice coming back. Rolland 
gets back first and tells me they ran out 
of rope and time, but they found another 
very large room, 50m across? Maybe 
with a huge beautiful arch of rock. I'm 
impressed, but still tired. We start to 
make our way out, and I still have hope 
of getting out in time to meet the others 
who would come back to meet us at 2:30 
in the afternoon to help pack up the rest 
of camp. 

Coming down, Rolland and I thought to 
leave the 100m rope at the bottom of the 
first pit, but Peter went back and brought 
it farther in. So I carried it back up the 
borehole slope to the bottom of the sec-
ond pit. We will never use the 100m 
rope. As we're derigging, hauling our 
bags with the drill and ropes and every-
thing we derigged, it's getting into the 
afternoon. I get to the top of first pit at 
the entrance, it's 4pm, and I hear José 
shouting asking if we are ok. We tell 

(Continued on page 7) Rolland admires a formation in the first horizontal level 
of Sotano Di'quwa. Picture by Nick.  
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decide to stop in Huautla for the night. 
We stop at the taco place that's still 
open, and we each have 5 al pastor ta-
cos. I'm still wearing my cave suit tied 
around my waist and am pretty wet, but 
the tacos are amazing. We get to the 
Hotel Real del Fortin, Peter wants his 
own room and Rolland and I share a 
room. Rolland immediately falls asleep, 
while I take a shower. The water isn't 
hot, but it still feels good. 

November 27 

The next morning, we get up about 
7:30am and Rolland decides to let Peter 
sleep while we go to La Soledad. When 
we get there about 8:30am, we learn that 
Jenn and Dave didn't hear from José, so 
now is the first they know we are ok. 
Carolina has some very tasty pozole for 
us all to eat for breakfast. They were 
planning to organize a rescue for us if 
they still didn't hear anything by noon. 
All of this being late was a big thing 
Jenn and Dave weren't liking about the 
trip, and I'm sad we weren't organized in 
a way to have them with us. I stay to 
help pack and clean at La Soledad, 
while Rolland goes back to get Peter 
and pack up the rest of camp. 

him yes, and try to tell him Rolland will 
be out soon too. After Peter gets up to 
top of the first pit, I go all the way out 
and look for José. José has left, it's fog-
gy, and we know we are very late but at 
least our friends maybe know now we 
are ok. It's 6pm by the time we are all 
out with our bags and the ropes, and it's 
raining hard. 

When we get to the road, Rolland goes 
to Antonio's house and Peter and I go to 
camp. We realize that we have com-
pletely missed whoever came back for 
us. In camp, Peter is very tired, but I feel 
enough energy to pack up my camp 
stuff. Rolland comes back and finds a 
note from Jenn and Dave, and the truck 
keys. We talk about just staying in camp 
again for the night, but Rolland wants to 
try to get home if we can and let the oth-
ers know we're really ok. Peter and Rol-
land want to finish packing up the camp 
in the morning, but I know I need to get 
the bus in the evening the next day, so I 
push myself up the trail. Rolland and 
Peter soon come up to the road and we 
drive down.  

It's still very foggy and rainy, and Rol-
land is getting too tired to drive, so we 

(Diary continued from page 6) 

It's back!  

After a 2-year absence, the annual (well, 
except for Covid) Spring Restoration at 
Grand Caverns will return the weekend 
of April 22-24, 2022. 

We will concentrate on trail mainte-
nance inside the show cave. Two years 
without a concerted effort at this by cav-
ers has really caused some problems. 
We will be breaking up parts of the trail 
before applying new gravel. Yes, we 
will be hauling in gravel as usual. Some 
areas just need to be raked to distribute 
existing gravel. We will need to redig 
trenches to keep the gravel where we 
want it. 

I know, all of this sounds heavy and 
hard-because it is! If you don't think you 
can contribute in the "gravel gala” there 
is plenty of work to do elsewhere on the 
property. Invasive species are trying to 
take over and need to be eradicated. You 
know how a little weeding in your own 
garden makes it look so much better? 

Well, the same goes for a park like 
Grand Caverns. We can use everyone's 
help! 

Also, let us know if you have tools you 
can bring. We could use hammer drills, 
sturdy buckets, shovels, rakes, picks, 
sledges, chisels, wedges, and splitters. 
Please mark your items to make sure 
they get back to you. You can sign up on 
this list to let us know what tools you'll 
be bringing. Don't forget to bring your 
work gloves!  

We respectfully ask that only vaccinated 
people join in on the fun. As usual we 
will be camping onsite the night before 
and that night. The VAR Conservation 
Committee will provide lunch and possi-
bly dinner to all workers. Please RSVP 
to any committee member* so we know 

how much food to buy. If you don't 
RSVP, you'll be at the end of the food 
line. Also, keep track of your drive time 
so we can total up the volunteer value 
hours for the NSS. (See the article in the 

NSS News, April 2021, page 34, about 
volunteer value hours at Grand Cav-
erns.) 

 
VAR Conservation  

Committee Members: 
Carol Tiderman: 
 ctider@ymail.com 
Janet Tinkham:  
 janete@shentel.net 
Ken Walsh, co-chair:  
 kennywalsh@mindspring.com 
Meredith Hall Weberg, co-chair: 
 merecaver@yahoo.com 

Spring Restoration at Grand Caverns 2022 
by Meredith Hall Weberg  

By evening, Jenn, Dave and I need to 
catch the bus and Peter and Rolland 
aren't back yet from packing up the 
camp, so Carolina calls a taxi for us to 
get from La Soledad to Huautla. In 
Huautla, Jenn calls her friend Montser-
rat, a Mazatec caver who came up to the 
caving convention in Weed, CA in July 
2021. Montserrat is very nice and we 
only have 1 hour before our bus but we 
meet her family and enjoy some tasty 
pickled fruits and liquor. They call an-
other taxi for us and see us off at the bus 
station. 

November 28 

Jenn, Dave, and I arrive back at TAPO 
in Mexico City and take a taxi to the 
airport. We get some breakfast at a nice 
restaurant, I have steak and eggs. We 
talk about all the things that happened on 
the trip, good and bad. Dave and I are on 
the same flight back to the Charlotte, NC 
and then he goes to Chattanooga, and I 
get to Roanoke, about 9pm. It feels good 
to be home after so much interesting, 
beautiful, and sometimes pretty hard 
caving. I'm looking forward to next year, 
returning to THE BOREHOLE TO THE 
CENTER OF THE EARTH!!! :) 

mailto:ctider@ymail.com
mailto:janete@shentel.net
mailto:kennywalsh@mindspring.com
mailto:merecaver@yahoo.com
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No leads to speak of. Nick and team did 
the bolt climb in the Beetle Run Room. 
They surveyed 300 feet of new cave and 
turned around in walking passage to do 
the other bolt climb, which wasn't fin-
ished because of bad rock. Greg Spring-
er's team went to finish the "Southern 
Trade Route", which is now called 
Speed Bump Passage. They reached the 
room at the end of the known passage 
but left several leads. Plus, they didn't 
sketch the whole room. Good trip by 
everyone!  

12/18: Windy Mouth, Cave, WV. Par-
ticipants included David Socky, Nikki 
Fox, Rob Wardell, Nick Socky, Kelly 
McCarthy, and Tommy Polson, Alex 
Faunce, Joe Calderone, and Bill 
Koerschner. Dave, Nikki, and Rob went 
back up to the top of Black Water Falls 
#2 where they had done a bolt climb on 
a previous trip. They did clean up sur-
vey - the short high lead tube, the pan-
cake crawl, a side room they couldn’t 
get into, and the upper level of the main 
way in. Alex and team went past Black 
Water Falls 2 and surveyed leads up that 
way. Nick and crew went up the E Sur-
vey and surveyed over 600 feet and left 
a going lead. The total surveyed by all 
teams was a little over 1100 feet, put-
ting Windy Mouth at 18.06 miles! It 
was a good 11-hour trip.  

11/20: McClung Cave, WV. Partici-
pants included David Socky, Joe Zo-
kaites, and Aaron Thomas. Surveyed a 
side passage near the start of the JEB 
Stuart Passage in Seven Fingers Section. 
At station 17, Joe drank an energy drink 
which didn't agree with him. He got 
sick. Nauseous, hot, dizzy. We aborted 
the trip. Joe got out ok and he was fine 
on Sunday. Too much fat and sugar too 
fast. We got a bit of new passage any-
way and a total of 417 feet of survey for 
a 7.5 hour trip.  

12/4: McClung Cave, WV.  Partici-
pants included David Socky, Joe Zo-
kaites, Nikki Fox, Alex Faunce, and 
Leen Alzubi. Another survey into the 
Seven Fingers section to complete side 
leads at the beginning and end of the 
JEB Stuart Passage. The group split up 
into two teams. Joe and Dave were one 
team. Nikki and team did the lower 
stream passage along the edge of North 
Freeman Ave. When they finished that, 
they looked for Joe and Dave, but could-
n't find the Jeb Stuart Passage. Joe and 
Dave finished off the side passage they 
had worked on last trip, then did the 
lower stream passage that paralleled the 
Jeb Stuart Passage. After that, they 
worked on the lead to the left at the end 
of the JEB Stuart Passage and found the 

stream passage that doubled back and tied 
into the THT survey from last trip. The 
survey netted 860 feet in 11.5 hours. 

12/11: McClung Cave, WV.  Partici-
pants included David Socky, Joe Zokaites, 
and Bob Alderson on Team 1. Nick 
Socky, Nikki Fox, and Paul Walko on 
Team 2. Greg Springer, Bill Koerschner, 
and Gabby Zawacki on Team 3. Dave, 
Joe, and Bob went to get through the tight 
spot into the WVACS Room at the end of 
Bat Bone Crawl. Once we finally got 
through, we started our survey. After only 
50 feet (or less), we got to another tight 
spot that was the entrance to the large 
WVACS Room. A rock hammer was used 
to make it easier. In spite of that, it was 
still a tight fit. The WVACS Room was 
large and beautiful. They surveyed the 
room and Joe took photos while Dave 
sketched. After surveying the WVACS 
Room, we then checked a nearby lead. 
Bob took his long-sleeved shirt off and did 
the hands and knees in water to check it 
out. It went! It got bigger! Wow! They 
surveyed into it. Formations all over. And 
it did get bigger. They ended up surveying 
455 feet of virgin trunk that was 60 feet 
wide in places and 30 feet high. It was 
decorated, but also filled with huge break-
down, with some holes that where vertical 
and 20 feet deep. Unfortunately, it ended. 

McClung Cave (WV) Pretties from 12/11/2021 Trip 

Photos by Joe Zokaites.  
All photos in virgin cave  

discovered on 12/11/2021.  

Bob Alderson & Dave Socky  

Bob Alderson & Dave Socky  

Dave Socky  Bob Alderson  
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Jan. 2021 v56 n1: Dave Socky 
at the end of McClung Cave, 

WV Entrance Canyon.    
Photo by Nick Socky  

Feb. 2021 v56 n2:  
“Freeman Avenue Silhouette” 
Jonny Prouty in Freeman Ave. 
section of McClung Cave, WV. 

Photo by Nick Socky  

Mar 2021 v56 n3:   
“Contortions in Roppel” Bill 

Koerschner squirming through 
new cave passage in Roppel, 
KY. Photo by David Socky  

June 2021 v56 n6: “Wind Tunnel” Marty 
Abercrombie in the Wind Tunnel of 

McClung Cave, WV. Photo by Nick Socky  

July 2021 v56 n7: “Checking a 
high lead” Carl Amundson check-
ing a high lead in Crystal Canyon 
in McClung Cave, WV. (It didn’t 

go). Photo by Dave Socky  

Oct 2021 v56 n9: Cat skeleton in 
Burja Cave, VA with Alex Hastings 
and Joe Myre. Photo by Dave Socky.  

Dec. 2021 v56 n11: “Peace in Earth”  BRG 2021 
Cave Owner Christmas Card. Photo by Nikki Fox 

Apr. 2021 v56 n4: “Max Cave 
Slug” Formation in virgin pas-
sage in Maxwelton Sink Cave, 

WV. Photo by David Socky  

May 2021 v56 n5:  “Double Helix Passage” 
Kelly McCarthy in Sweetwater (Maxwelton 

Cave), WV. Photo by Nikki Fox  

 
Every year, the NSS Convention offers a 
“Cover Art Contest”.  Grottos submit their 
favorite covers from the previous year to be 
judged and selected for awards.    

BRG cavers know how to pick them! Most 
recently, the CARBIDE DUMP won an 
Honorable Mention award for its 2020 news-
letter cover. 

To be considered, a cover must be original, 
not previously used or reprinted.  Covers 
may be photographic or non-photographic; a 
few other rules apply.   

The covers are much more stunning in color 
– look at them on-line for the best viewing at 
https://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm. 

Below are covers from the 2021 CARBIDE 
DUMPS – Voting begins January 21, 2022 at 
the BRG meeting. 

Sept 2021 v56 n8:  
“Checking a lead” Nick Socky 
and David Lyons checking a  

lead in Maxwelton, 
WV. Photo by Dave Socky  

Nov 2022 v56 n10: The Beehive in McClung Cave, 
WV (L-R) Kathryn Koerschner, Mary Sue Socky, 

and Bill Koerschner. Photo by Dave 
Socky.  

https://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm

