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Dec. 12:  BRG Winter Get Together at 
Dan & Marian’s property (Instead of 
BRG meeting.)  

Dec. 17:  NO BRG MEETING!!! See 
you next year. 

Jan 1, 2022:  Happy New Year!   

Jan 8, 2022: Happy 92nd Birthday Al 
Stewart! 

Jan 21:  BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem, VA. 

Feb 18:  BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem, VA. 

Mar 18:  BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem, VA. 

Apr 15:  BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem, VA.  

Apr 30:  Cricket Maze Cave WV 
OPEN HOUSE noon-6p.  Caver Gloria 
Briggs will be honored at this event.  

May 18-20, 2022: (Tentative) SPRING 
MAR/VAR, at Grand Caverns, Grot-
toes, VA.  Hosts:  Seven Rivers Grotto 
& Charlottesville Grotto.   

Opinions expressed in The Carbide Dump are those of the editors, unless otherwise acknowledged.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
except by the National Speleological Society and its various internal organizations, without the written consent of the Blue Ridge Grotto.  
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Contributors: David & Mary Sue Socky, Bob Gulden, Lynn Ott, Susan Burr, Nick Schmalenberger, Nikki Fox, Nick Socky and 
Jerry Fuller. 

Cover: BRG Landowner Christmas Card. Soda Straws in Windy Mouth Cave, WV. Photo by Nikki Fox  

Treasurer's Report 
11/19/2021 

   
Cave Bucks               $   241.00 
Conservation               $       0.00 
Equipment  $   104.12 
General  $3,281.61 
Total  $3,626.73 

Long Cave Lists 
maintained by Bob Gulden 

USA Long & Deep, World Long & 
Deep, & World Big Rooms 

www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm 
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm 

 

16 members and friends attended the 
Nov 19, 2021 BRG in-person meeting. 
The program was a short video that 
BRG did when trying to do a movie of 
Marian McConnell’s book Emergence. 
In addition, we watched the video 
“Exploring Clarksville Cave” by 
Mike Sandone.   

Carrie Doupnik, NSS 71075, submit-
ted her membership application at the 
November 2021 grotto meeting. She 
will be up for vote in January, 2022. 

Know of a potential caver? Bring them 
to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a 
BRG activity, do lots of fun things with 
the best cavers around ~  

 Cave Softly and Safely 

June 5-11, 2022:  Virginia Cave Week. 

June 13-17, 2022:  NSS Convention, 
Rapid City, SD.   See nss2022.caves.org 

July 16-21, 2022: NCRC National 
Weeklong, to be held in Covington, VA. 
See this link. 

Closed Caves: Remember that some 
caves have closed for the WINTER for 
hibernating bat colonies.. 

VA--Winter closure dates: Oct 15-Apr.15 
WV–Winter closure dates:  Sept 1-May 15.  

Please respect all cave closures.   

https://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
mailto:luvchickenft3@gmail.com
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:sockydr@cox.net
mailto:danomcconnell@live.com
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:sockydr@cox.net
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:pondlady97@gmail.com
http://www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm?fbclid=IwAR2HPoxEh1lnI58tNmhrfUpmGp7nkcUuDCkmWK17n7GDuGBWlYVZUOLz_nA
http://www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR1XM6SFbZeirZIUO0moaq3wAKiTp6QaH3wZM-SHVcLt-vizDpxhUCwuNOs
http://www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm?fbclid=IwAR1BAViGRDE3TvdwR4mWEygKDpbAtMuvm91dwWeGMHS2K-JsuoWC-shtY0s
http://www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm?fbclid=IwAR05My9vUflQx2aW3lu2K0m23oPGfZSfn_yDukOgwUBrCx8BmUhr5YSCzlw
http://www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR2qDIM8QRKd24G0jnqPYncCVni8GhPFgcTrAmfIOAOEBgg0KyyshbltLRs
http://nss2022.caves.org
https://ncrc.regfox.com/ncrc-2022-national-seminar?fbclid=IwAR0N5LQ97mzYyn8L4NSl0_SVja_mfQWo10k4O3DMNtnLBAuS9YLsqM44m_E
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BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 
on the BRG webpage at:  
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the 
‘BRG Organization’ button.    

NSS Membership: 
Would you like to join or 
renew with the NSS?  See 
this link for details.    

Christmas Cards:  The Landowner 
Christmas Cards have been sent.  What 
do they look like?  See the CARBIDE 
DUMP cover!   

Grotto Christmas Party: Save the 
Date, Sunday, December 12, 2021, 
from 10 am to 5 pm.  BRG has a party 
or some sort of get-together instead of a 
December meeting.  This year’s Christ-
mas Party will be held at Dan & Marian 
McConnell’s property. It will be like last 
year – outside, potluck, and admire the 
awesome Catawba Murder Hole, just 
below their house. Contact Marian 
McConnell at the following address: 
marian.mcconnell@gmail.com please 
RSVP for info & directions.  

BRG has donated $100.00 to the 
Junior Speleological Society (JSS) in 
memory of John Fox. 

 

There will be NO December Grotto 
meeting. Instead, the Blue Ridge 
Grotto is having a Christmas Party at 
Dan & Marian McConnell’s home on 
December 12. See notice under An-
nouncements on this page for details! 

 

Due to the Holiday Season and multi-
ple other plans, there will be no De-
cember BRG Cave trip. 

Cave Bucks are voluntary donations 
from cavers who have recently been 
underground.  Most people donate a few 
dollars for each cave trip they have been 
on.  Then BRG sends the money where 
it will do some good!  Recent cave 
bucks donations to MAKC and WVCC 
have been disbursed.   

Al Stewart’s caving books auction 
ended a few days ago, was a Great Suc-
cess!  80% of the books were sold to the 
BRG community, netting $674.00.  The 
remnant was brought to the BRG meet-
ings and sold as “make me an offer!”  Al 
is currently in SpringTree rehab and is 
doing better.  

Grotto Officers for 2022 

Chair: Marian McConnell 
Vice Chair: Lauren Appel 
Secretary: Mary Sue Socky 
Treasurer: David Socky 
 

Resistance was futile. The current slate 
of officers was swiftly voted to serve 
their second and final term of office.  

Conservation: Request from Larry 
Wheeler, Manager, The Caverns at Nat-
ural Bridge VA for BRG help in moss 

Obituary for Mark David Hodge 
NSS 63563 
1948-2021  

Mark David Hodge, 59, of McDowell, 
passed away Saturday, December 4, 
2021 while escorting a Boy Scout troop 
through Butler Cave in Williams-
ville.  He transitioned from the depths 
of the earth while doing the thing he 
loved most in this world, exploring the 
soil and soul beneath his feet and shar-
ing his passion for caving with young 
folk and old. 

Mark was born November 28, 1962 in 
Munich, Germany, a son of David Loy-
al Hodge of Orlando, Fla. and the late 
Barbara Ann Schneider. 

Mark served in the United States Air 
Force as a Russian Cryptolinguist from 
1980 until 2011 when he retired with a 
rank of Chief Master Sergeant. He 
served tours in Berlin, Frankfurt, Oki-
nawa, and England. 

In addition to his father, Mark is sur-
vived by his wife, Elizabeth “Liz” 
DeVenny of McDowell; and step-son, 
Trey Lawhorn of Staunton. 

In addition to his mother, he was prede-
ceased by his brother, Keith Hodge. 

A memorial service will be held at a 
later date. 

Memorial contributions may be sent to 
the Butler Cave Conservation Society, 
465 Karst Ridge Drive, Williamsville, 
Va. 24487 or with PayPal through but-
lercave.org. 

To send flowers to the family or plant a 
tree in memory of Mark David Hodge, 
please visit our floral store. 

 

Memorial Service at a later date  

Donations 

Butler Cave Conservation Society 
465 Karst Ridge Drive,  
Williamsville, VA 24487 
Web: http://butlercave.org 
 

Reprinted from the Obaugh Funeral 
Home 

abatement.  Susan Burr is interested in 
helping Larry further.  Susan and Jeff 
Huffman will meet, talk with Larry 
about what conservation remediations 
are needed along the tourist trail.  

Membership: Welcome to Larry 
Manning, NSS 37229, as the newest 
BRG member!  

https://blueridgegrotto.org
http://members.caves.org
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
https://www.obaughfuneralhome.com/obituary/Mark-Hodge/sympathy
http://butlercave.org
https://www.obaughfuneralhome.com/obituary/Mark-Hodge
https://www.obaughfuneralhome.com/obituary/Mark-Hodge
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GSCS - Great Savannah Cave System, 
Maxwelton Sink Cave, WV. Sweetwater 

Section - Covid Creek Breakout 

 

Friday, November 12, 2021 

It had been May of 2021 since I’d been 
to Sweetwater, so it was time to get back 
in the groove and push a new breakout 
that Nick and company had dug into 
back in October. The lead was off the 
Confluence Room, a section of the Pie 
Passage just before the connection to 
Sweetwater. There were two tight crawls 
to go through, some nice walking pas-
sage, and then two waterfall bolt climbs 
to do in order to get to the passage that 
could be seen above.  

The team this weekend consisted of my-
self, Chris Coates, and Joe Calderone as 
the first group to enter Friday evening 
around 6:30pm. Nick Socky, Eric Land-
graf, and Nathan Kearney came in a cou-
ple of hours after we did. The trip in was 
fairly uneventful, but the best part was 

that the Foxhole, the Pie Passage, and 
especially the Pato Majato (end of Wet 
Walnut Way just before spilling out into 
Sweetwater) was totally dry! This meant 
we were able to keep our arms, chest 
and packs dry all the way to camp. Even 
though Sweetwater was pretty low, we 
still got wet to yodeling depth at the low 
air spot just before the Covert Creek 
infeeder where we climb up to camp.  

Camp was dry and comfortable. Nick 
and crew showed up around midnight 
and after the usual socializing, we all 
retired about 1:30am. 

 

Saturday, November 13, 2021 

No matter what we do, it always seems 
to take between one and half to two 
hours to get up, do breakfast, and get 
ready to go caving. In any case, we were 
on our way back to the Confluence 
Room by 10:30am. The way to the Con-
fluence Room was the same route we 
would take to exit the cave, but at least it 
wasn’t far. We were at our lead just shy 
of an hour after we left.  

In order to get to the breakout, it was 
necessary to go through a 30-foot-long 
belly crawl over cobble and dirt. It was 
plenty wide, but it was low enough that I 
didn’t fit. I was warned that it might be 
tight, so I was prepared with a pry bar 
for digging. Nick, Chris, and Nathan 
went on through so they could start on 
the bolt climb. Joe and Eric went 
through the crawl, and I started to dig. It 
was actually easy digging and wide 
enough that the spoils could just be 
pushed off to the side. But from what I 
could see, it looked like I would need to 
dig out 15 to 20 feet of crawlway. Not a 
minor task. Sigh. 

I dug out two to three inches of cobbles 
and dirt from the floor first with my 
right arm, and when it got tired, I would 
switch to my left. I was making slow but 
sure progress, but it would take a while 
to get all the way through. After about 
20 minutes, Eric came back and crawled 
toward me and said if I trended more to 
the left, there was a ceiling height 
change where there was a little more 
head room. Wahoo! my dig was just cut 
in half. Within minutes, I was at the 

change of head room, and gritting my 
teeth, squeezed through the final tight 
spot. After that, it was just an 11-inch 
high belly crawl for another 20 feet and 
then I was out. 

Within just another 20 feet was the start 
of our survey. It was the dig that Nick 
and team had done in October. It was a 
tight little down sloping tube that 
popped out into a stream passage which 
went both left and right. We wanted to 
go upstream, into the cave. Joe, Eric, 
and I started by tying into JES9, and 
surveyed through the tight tube with a 
designation of KPI. There was a mud 
bank at first, but we were soon in the 
water in the 2.5-foot-high stream pas-
sage. At KPI5, we did a PUD shot to the 
left (southwest) which ended in mud. 
Continuing upstream to the northeast, 
the stream went through a low crawlway 
on the right, but we were able to survey 
up out of the water through a walking 

(Continued on page 83) 

Covid Creek Survey 
Another GSCS Adventure  

By Dave Socky 

Dave Socky rappelling the 40 foot 
pit (KPI12). Photo by Nick Socky  

Eric Landgraf on the Traverse
(KPI18). Photo by Nick Socky  
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come-around. Continuing for another 50 
feet in walking passage with a nice ceil-
ing channel, we came to a large water 
filled dome with a crashing waterfall off 
to the left. The waterfall was measured 
at 40 feet high. 

We put one survey shot in near the wa-
terfall, where Joe had to stand in knee 
deep water, and then another 40-foot 
shot across the room to a mudbank. An-
other 33-foot shot further up the mud 
bank put us at the base of the climb that 
Nick, Chris, and Nathan had just com-
pleted (KPI12). They had managed to 
bolt up about 25 feet, and then free 
climb the final 20 feet to get to the top. 
They had just finished putting in a 
climbing rope for a 45-foot pitch. Joe 
climbed up first and put a station at the 
top of the climb. After taking the data 
(45 feet at +74-degree inclination), Eric 
and I climbed up into the new cave.  

At the top was a large passage which 
was perpendicular to the dome below. 
The main way was to the left in a north-
northwest direction. We first surveyed to 
the right, going up a mud slope for 35 
feet before the passage got narrow and 
lower, and finally ended at KPI17.  

(Covid Creek Survey continued from page 82) The passage to the left was 20 feet wide 
and 35 to 40 feet high. There was a trav-
erse around the right side of the passage 
that went around a 20-foot-deep lower 
section of the room. Nick, Chris, and 
Nathan had rigged the traverse with a 
handline because the footing was not 
safe without being protected. 40 feet 
down the passage was another 12-foot 
climb into an upper section which Chris 
and Nathan had bolted. At the top was, 
surprise! another dome with a 40-foot 
waterfall crashing down from the 
heights on the far side. The floor of the 
dome was a pool of water, with a nar-
row bedrock ledge around the perimeter. 
The passage at the top of the waterfall 
wasn’t large – probably 3 to 4 feet wide 
by 5 to 6 feet high, but there was lots of 
water coming down. Unfortunately, the 
vertical team not only ran out of elec-
trons (batteries for the drill), but even 
worse, they had used up all the rope. 
Pushing Covid Creek would have to 
wait for another trip. 

 It was still early in the day, so we de-
cided to do some mop up survey on the 
way back to camp. Nick, Joe, and Na-
than surveyed downstream in the stream 
passage where we first started our sur-
vey at KPI3. Chris, Eric, and I went out 
to Sweetwater where we surveyed a 
couple of side leads in Sweetwater 
which all either ended or were short 
come-arounds to the main passage. The 
hardest part of this effort was finding 
old survey stations to tie in to. Because 
Sweetwater floods so completely, most 
of the old survey stations had long been 
washed away. But we had the map and 
where able to deduce pretty well where 
we needed to tie into. 

Nick and crew had finished up and 
headed back to camp, and soon thereaf-
ter we finished our leads and followed 
their tracks back to camp. It was 11 pm 
by the time we got dinner. We ate, took 
inventory, added up footage, and finally 
turned in sometime after midnight. 

 

Sunday, November 14, 2021 

Chris wanted to get an early start, so he 
was up at 5:30am and headed out before 
the rest of us even got up. The rest of us 
were up at 8am and where on our way 
out by 10am. Joe and I led the way out, 
with Nick, Nathan, and Eric catching up 
to us at the Foxhole. The rest of the trip 
out was pretty straight forward and une-
ventful. We climbed out of the culvert 
to a nice sunny day in the early after-

noon. We didn’t get as much footage as 
we would have liked, but it still goes. 
It’s just going to take a little more work 
(and rope!) to get up the 40-foot water-
fall. 

With our survey, Maxwelton is now 
27.04 miles long and the Great Savan-
nah Cave System is 49.10 miles! 

 

The Numbers 

756.6 feet (628.1 ft included) 
36 shots 
43 hours underground 
 

Leads Killed 

SBS4 Confluence Room lead 
JES6 Confluence Room load 
JES8 Breakout dig (KPI survey) 
SWS1 lead in Sweetwater (mud fill) 
SWS5 lead in Sweetwater 
SWS6 come-around in Sweetwater 
 

Leads found 

KPI9: 40-foot Waterfall climb  
KPI18: Lower section of room 
KPI20: 40-foot waterfall 

Chris Coates & Nathan Kearney 
bolting the 12-foot climb at KPI18. 

Photo by Nick Socky  

Nathan Kearney at the 40-foot 
waterfall lead (KPI20).  
Photo by Nick Socky  
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PAY YER 2022 DUES!!  
 
It's that time. Current BRG members and 
BRG Subscribers: 

• 2022 BRG dues are $10.00 for regular or 
associate members, $5.00 for additional 
family members. Discount for members 
under 18.   Subscriber fee is $10.00 per 
person.     

• Make checks to Blue Ridge Grotto.  

• Families, additional dues payers – there 
will be printed info on your family rate at 
the BRG meeting.    

• If you mail in your dues, please include a 
piece of paper with your current address, 
phones, email, NSS number (and NSS 
expiration month), and primary grotto 
affiliation.   

• You can pay for multiple years.  

Pay your dues at the December 12 Winter 
Get Together, or mail them to:  
 

David Socky, BRG Treasurer 
6572 Woodbrook Dr.  
Roanoke, VA  24018 
 

Can’t remember if you’ve already paid?  We 
do!  Check the pre-paid list.  

Lauren Appel - 2022 
Tom Beaman - 2022 
Colin Beck - 2023 
Sharon Bruce - 2024 
Susan Burr - 2022 
Joseph Caldwell - 2026 
Carl Cornett - 2024 
Bill Cuddington - Life 
Miriam Cuddington - 2032 
Martin DeLeggi - 2023 
Joey Fagan - Life 
Cole Frantz - 2023 
Trish Geiger - 2022 
Keith Goggin - 2024 
Lisa Goggin - 2024 
Bob Gulden - 2022 
Dusty Gulden - 2022 
Nicole Gulden - 2022 
Gene Harrison - 2032 
Jeff Huffman - 2030 
Kelsea Johnson - 2023 
Kevin Johnson - 2025 
Karen Kastning - 2022 
Larry Manning - 2022 
Lynn Ott - 2032 
Duane Owen - 2023 
Nick Schmalenberger - 2022 
David Socky - 2022 
Mary Sue Socky - 2022 
Nick Socky - 2022 
Al Stewart - Life 
Jennifer Suggs - 2023 
John Taylor - 2023 
Bob Thren - 2023 
Meredith Weberg - 2023 
David Wickersham - 2023  

Not a BRG member? Ask any officer how  to 
begin the membership process. 

November 20, 2021 

Doug Feller, Susan Burr, Lauren Appel, 
Jeff Huffman, and Tracy Martino 
(newbie)  

I had planned a good, fairly easy cave 
for all the newbies we had, but as it 
turned out, only one could go. We had a 
nice 3.75 hour trip into Porter's Cave, 
VA.  

Originally I did not plan on going 
through the Keyhole because of the 
newbies & we were supposed to also 
have a 9-year-old going. Tracy Martino 
was the only newbie that went and she 
was more than willing to go wherever 
we wanted, so through the Keyhole we 
went.  

After a short rest at the Natural Bridge 
beyond the Keyhole, we explored a little 
bit and then headed back out. Once 
through the Keyhole and after another 
short break, we headed over to the Big 
Room (AKA Grand Ave.) to play. I was 
showing everyone one of my discoveries 
from the past. It is what I call a cave 
inside the cave in the back of Grand 
Ave. As I was headed out I noticed a 
hole in the floor off to one side. It 
looked big enough to get through, so we 
all decided to head to the “basement” of 
this cave inside the cave. It was really 
tight, but did open up to another small 
room. It also continued more once you 
got through another really tight & awk-
ward hole. Nothing really beautiful 
there, just the thrill of seeing a new part 
of the cave for us.  

After we finished playing around in 
Grand Ave., which entailed sending eve-

ryone through another tight passage just 
because, we headed over to the For-
mation Room to check out all the pret-
ties and fossils. Next on the tour was the 
Big Slit, which is all Jeff talked about 
during the trip. He is wanting to do an-
other trip up in there one day. Doug 
climbed part way up just to show how 
you can get up there. Lauren decided she 
wanted to try and followed. Lauren did 
agree with me that it is a lot of work and 
we would need to do this as a trip up 
there only, not after caving elsewhere in 
Porter's Cave.  

Once they got back down, everyone but 
Doug decided to do the Newbie Misery 

Passage. This is a tight-to-get- 
into passage, a tight-to-get- 
through passage and an extreme-
ly tight-to-get-out passage. It is 
also something that I will never 
do again!  Next we headed out 
the waterfall entrance with one 
quick side trip along the way. 

On a side note, Doug mentioned 
how well the new lock that BRG 
installed is working. It still opens 
smoothly without any issues. 
Also, we only had to do minimal 
work to get the gate cleaned off 
to open. Mostly debris around 
the edges, that was easily re-
moved.  

Porters Cave, Va. Trip Report 
By Susan Burr 

Doug Feller and Tracy Martino on the  
Natural Bridge. Photo by Susan Burr 

Tracy Martino coming back out of 
the Keyhole.  Photo by Susan Burr 
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Diary on Caving in Mexico 
Adventures in the Sierra Mazateca, Oaxaca, Mexico - Part 1  

By Nick Schmalenberger 

Participants: Rolland Moore, Jenn 
McGuire, Peter Zabrok, Debbie Fowler, 
Nick Schmalenberger, and Dave Stohl. 

November 12 

Taxi to Roanoke airport at 4am. Fly to 
Charlotte, NC then Mexico City. Yay 
Roanoke for taking my bag and getting it 
on the plane! I make my way to the food 
court for some tacos and a place to wait 
for the other group members to arrive.  

I play with the BRIC4 surveying device 
(the brick) and I'm able to do the azi-
muth calibration. By the early evening, I 
get a message from Peter Zabrok. He 
and Debbie Fowler (Canadians) have 
arrived from Monterrey where they were 
rock climbing. They want help moving 
their bags so I go and find them at the 
other end of the terminal and they have 
several large rock climbing haul bags 
and a canoe portage pack. I carry one 
bag on my back and one on my head, 
back to my end of the terminal where we 
can also get a taxi. Jenn McGuire also 
appears. It's the first time for Jenn and I 
meeting Debbie, so we all introduce our-
selves. Dave Stahl will join us for the 
second week. 

Peter gets a taxi for us to go to TAPO, 
the great bus station of Mexico City for 
traveling to the south and east. A porter 
helps pile all our bags on one cart and 
pushes it through the tunnels to the area 
of the inner ring where our bus will 
leave from. The screens for departing 

buses aren't saying 
Huautla de Jimenez, so 
we're not sure until the 
very last minute what 
bus to take, but some-
how it becomes clear. 

November 13 

At some point in the 
night, the bus stops at a 
truck stop for a bath-
room break. Later, I 
wake up and figure out 
we're driving up the 
mountain towards 
Huautla de Jimenez. I 
still think we're sup-
posed to get off at 
Puente de Fierro, one 
stop before Huautla 
so I tell the driver 
and we stop there. I 
wake up Peter and the driver gets off to 
help us with the bags, but Peter says that 
was the old plan, now we're going to 
take a taxi from Huautla to Rolland's 
house in La Soledad Piedra Ancha. At 
the Huautla bus station we get the taxi 
and somehow all our bags fit, with the 
trunk tied down with rope. It's a beauti-
ful day, not raining like when we arrived 
in 2019. There will be more rain later 
though... 

We get to Rolland Moore's house and 
spend the day packing food, coiling 
rope, and organizing our camp stuff into 
costales, large woven poly bags formerly 

used for corn or sugar. 
The food is mostly 
large cans of Mountain 
House we pack into 
boxes, and then stuff 
various bars in between 
the cans. I also do a full 
calibration of the 
BRIC4 surveying de-
vice.  

Rolland's wife Carolina 
makes a great stew with 
beef and chayote. I help 
stir the pork we have in 
a big pot. 

 

November 14 

More packing in the morning, we have 
roasted macadamias and the dry pork to 
put into zip lock bags. We start moving 
the costales full of stuff up to Rolland's 
truck. Eventually the truck is packed and 
we get on the road back to Huautla and 
past Huautla up to the area we will be 
caving. We're late for meeting the locals 
there who will help us move stuff to 
camp, but eventually we get there. We 
meet Antonio, his son José, Carlos, and 
Pedro, at Antonio's house. 

Rolland and Antonio earlier found a 
good place for us to camp and chopped a 
trail down from the road, so Rolland 
stops the truck there and we start un-
loading all the bags. It's raining by now, 
and the trail is slippery, but with all the 
help we are in camp by mid afternoon.  

The camp is a large shelter cave sloping 
down from the entrance, with a ledge 
where we setup a kitchen and a lower 
area for sleeping. I go with Rolland back 
outside of camp, and he has me dig a 
latrine. The camp cave itself seems in-
teresting, there are some even lower 
areas than our camp that should be ex-
plored. For dinner we have the Mountain 
House lasagna, it's tasty enough, but 
doesn't sit well with me and I soon need 
to use the latrine. 

(Continued on page 86) 
L-R Debbie, Jenn, José, Rolland, Dave, Peter,  

Antonio. Picture by Nick.  

Rolland and Peter in the nice formation which is part 
of THE BOREHOLE TO THE CENTER OF THE 

EARTH. Picture by Nick. 
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November 15 

Today we're going to explore the 2 very 
big sinkholes (each about 300m across) 
close to our camp. I go with Peter, Deb-
bie, Carlos and one of the local dogs to 
find the bottom of the sinkhole closer to 
our camp. Some places we chop and 
other places we down-climb, it's mostly 
pretty thick jungle everywhere we go. 
Near the bottom, Peter finds one good 
cave lead, but we decide not to go in, 
and keep exploring around this contour 
to look for other leads. 

Rolland and Jenn are exploring the other 
nearby large sinkhole with Antonio, Jo-
sé, and the dog Mancha. At one point we 
hear them, but we don't see them until 
we're all back at camp. They say that 
Mancha shit on their rope, it was very 
messy and smelly, but were able to clean 
it off with alcohol wipes.  

For dinner we have the Mountain House 
chili mac and I have 2 bowls, but again it 
doesn't digest well for me. I use the la-
trine before going to bed, but I wake up 
at 3am and need to go again. As I try to 
climb the slope in camp up to the en-
trance, I'm throwing up and shitting my-
self at the same time. It's raining and I'm 
only wearing underwear, but I get to the 
latrine, get clean, return to bed naked 
and I find some clean underwear. 

 

(Diary continued from page 85) November 16 

Rolland sends me with Antonio to take 
his truck to the clinic in town. I manage 
to drive to clinic and they ask me if I 
drank tap water (yes, from the jugs we 
filled at Rolland's house). They give me 
2 antibiotics, one to take then and one to 
take before bed. They also give me some 
anti-nausea/diarrhea pills, and electro-
lyte drink powder. People at clinic are 
very nice and helpful, Google translate 
works well for when I don't know how 
to answer in Spanish. A pretty drive 
back to Antonio's house, and not driving 
off any cliffs. Jenn also stayed at camp, 
she's not feeling well either. 

Rolland, Peter, and Debbie went to a 
cave called Sotano de Escobedo near 
Antonio's bean field, and got about 150' 
deep. They rigged 5 rebelays 
to get down, and they found 
a human skull. There were 
also nice formations. They 
got back about midnight. 

 

November 17 

We all sleep late and maybe they are 
going back to Sotano de Escobedo at 
3pm. Jenn and I stay behind, only eat 
bars, and I feel much better. Mountain 
House is not good for us. I walk up 
around the top of the camp cave. There 
are some interesting steps in a stone wall 
in one part. I look for a good overview 
of our sinkhole, but the trees are too tall 
everywhere. One vine has very big 
thorns. Rolland says maybe we can just 
get corn and beans to eat, or maybe ta-
males from Antonio's family. We try to 
make a campfire, Antonio cut us a stack 
of wood, but it's so green and wet we 
can't get much to burn. 

November 18 

Jenn and Debbie want to go to town 
(Huautla) for some groceries and I go 
with them even though I'm feeling al-
most all better. Debbie wants me to 
drive, it's a very interesting and much 
longer drive than going to the clinic, 
down a LONG steep gravel road, then 
the paved road into Huautla. On 
Rolland's advice, we leave the truck at 
Puente de Fierro and take a taxi into 
Huautla, because the narrow streets in 
Huautla with traffic are so much worse 
for driving. We eat at the restaurant 
Xocolate that Rolland suggested, it's 
pretty tasty with a kind of large taco 
filled with french fries and avocado and 
meat.  

We get the groceries at the Pinter super-
market. We also get a big bottle of Coke 
to bring some gasoline back to camp to 
try and start a campfire. The gas station 
is on the other side of Huautla from our 
way back though, and it's kind of late so 
we decide not to do this. We drive back 
to camp. We get back just before dark. 

 

November 19 

First actual caving for me! Rolland is 
going to town to get Dave Stahl, while 
Peter, Debbie, Jenn and I are going to 
the area by Antonio's field house and 
Sotano de Escobedo. It's raining quite a 
bit, but we're prepared and it's ok. Peter 
points out lots of landmarks on the trail 
from the road to Antonio's field house.  
We could (and do! several times!) get 
lost coming back in the dark. First we go 
to a shelter cave near Sotano de Es-
cobedo where they stashed gear. There 
is a pit with blowing air where Peter 
drops a rock down while I make a video. 
Jenn and I are going to survey the cave 
with a huge entrance room sloping down 
that Rolland already checked out. Peter 
and Debbie are going in the cave with 
orange lichen at the entrance that's at the 
top of the sinkhole where Jenn and my 
cave is at the bottom. Our cave needs a 
handline at the entrance, so Peter shows 
Jenn how to set a bolt and I make a vid-
eo. 

(Continued on page 87) 

Rolland and Peter continuing down 
at the point where Nick takes a 

nap. Picture by Nick.  

Jenn is sketching, part way down 
the entrance slope of the Orange 
Webbing cave. Picture by Nick.  
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Just getting up the entrance lip even 
with the handline isn't easy, lots of loose 
dirt is coming in from the sinkhole 
above.  Once I fall down almost to the 
end of the handline. I start again and 
find enough hand and foot holds on the 
wall to climb up. Jenn gets up and out 
also, and we go back to the field house 
and then back to camp, with one wrong 
turn. Peter and Debbie are already there.  
They got back shortly before us. 

To Be Continued January 2021 

JEB Stuart passage, which was actual-
ly really nice. Surveyed through the 
large breakdown room where our con-
nection for the loop was. Did some 
tight crawls and picked up 50 feet of 
new cave.  It was a good 12-hour trip 
with 1268 feet of survey. 

11/13: Maxwelton Cave, WV. Partic-
ipants included David Socky, Joe Cal-
derone, Eric Landgraf, Nick Socky, 
Chris Coates, and Nathan Kearney. 
This was a 44-hour Maxwelton Camp 
trip from Friday evening through Sun-
day afternoon. This trip included two 
bolt climbs, a 30-foot traverse, and 
912 feet of survey. While Nick Socky, 
Chris Coates, and Nathan Kearney 
bolted up the 40-foot climb, Joe Cal-
derone, Eric Landgraf, and Dave 
Socky surveyed the cave leading up to 
the bolt climbs. But first, Eric and 
Dave had to dig out the long access 
belly crawl so Dave could fit into all 
this new cave! Dave was finally able 
to squeeze through and the survey 
commenced. The survey stopped at 
the bottom of a 45-foot waterfall be-
cause the climbing team ran out of 
rope. We finished the day by survey-
ing side leads in Sweetwater and the 
Confluence Room. We were back at 
camp by 11:30pm. Maxwelton Cave 
is now 27.04 miles long, and the 
Great Savannah Cave System is 49.1 
miles long! 

11/14: Mary Sue Socky, Kevin John-
son and Carrie Doupnik gave a Cav-
ing Presentation for the Roanoke VA 
Master Naturalists.   

Summer 2021:  Renee Rowland re-
ported that some of the Rowland fami-
ly went on an exciting whitewater raft 
trip this past summer.  

10/1-3: Larry Manning was an instruc-
tor for the recent NCRC Orientation to 
Cave Rescue class in Martinsburg, 
WV.  They used Silers Cave, WV for 
the rescue site.  Everyone did great!  
Larry said they were a unique group to 
teach – rescue folk and cavers from all 
over attended the 2-day class. 

10/3:  Larry Manning and some 
NCRC participants visited Crossroads 
Cave, VA.  Good 4-hour trip! 

10/16: BRG trip to Paxton Cave, VA.  
Very good trip! 

10/26: McClungs Cave, WV.  Partici-
pants included David Socky and Joe 
Zokaites.  Surveyed the climbing pole 
lead that is on the right just before the 
start of the entrance canyon. The one 
that comes close to the Beetle Run 
Auxiliary passage (but it is 50 feet 
higher than the Beetle Run Auxiliary 
passage. We surveyed everything but 
the low stream crawl which goes for a 
few hundred feet. We also didn't finish 
the mud crawl at the end because 
Dave Socky didn't fit. It will be a 
'small person' survey. But we did sur-
vey 796 feet in 6.5 hours. 

10/30: McClungs Cave, WV. Partici-
pants: David Socky, Bob Alderson, 
and Joe Zokaites. Surveyed the rest of 
the upper-level lead near the end of 
the First Breakdown. It was a short 

survey, but Bob did dig out the lead at 
the end. He got around 2 corners only to 
find it ended in breakdown fill. Another 
lead was too tight - a 1 x 1 foot tube in 
solid rock. Because Joe needed to get 
back sooner rather than later, we decid-
ed to exit. We did take the time to im-
prove the footsteps through the entrance 
canyon, making the traverse a little saf-
er. We exited at 6:30pm for an 8-hour 
trip and 272 feet of survey. 

11/1: McClungs Cave, WV. Partici-
pants: David Socky, Mary Sue Socky, 
Bill Koerschner, and Kathryn 
Koerschner. This was the LCT (Ladies 
Cave Trip) survey. We surveyed Traver-
tine Avenue, the first right hand side 
lead from the historic entrance. Bill 
sketched, I did cross sections, Mary Sue 
did point and back sights, while Kathryn 
did front sights. Good easy 5-hour trip 
in which we surveyed 691 feet. 

11/6: Fountain Cave, VA. Participants: 
David Socky & Mary Sue Socky. Dave 
took measurements for doing the profile 
of the cave. Also surveyed the water 
passage on right near the back of the 
cave (lowest point in the cave). There 
was no water, but it was really muddy. 
Thick goopy claylike red mud that was a 
foot and a half deep. Mary Sue identi-
fied historical landmarks from old 
woodcuts while Dave sketched. 

11/8: McClungs Cave, WV. Partici-
pants included David Socky, Bill 
Koerschner, and Bob Alderson. We 
completed the big loop at the beginning 
of the Seven Fingers Area, surveyed the 

Jenn and I start surveying with the brick, 
and the first thing we notice is the lens is 
cracked. It's built into a pelican case 
which doesn't need to be opened while 
surveying, but the laser has a separate 
glass lens in a cutout of the case. The 
crack doesn't seem to affect anything 
though. We successfully survey down to 
a big breakdown pile at the bottom of 
the sloping entrance room, and survey 
another passage going down that looks 
good but is soon a dead end. There are a 
few other leads around the breakdown 
pile, including one vertical lead I can 
shoot 12m (39 feet) at a -60 degree an-
gle. We decide to leave about 8pm. 

(Diary continued from page 86) 

Rolland admires a formation in  
the first horizontal level of  

Sotano Di'quwa.  
Picture by Nick.  


