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Oct 15: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem.   

Oct 15-17: Roanoke GO Fest 2021. In 
Downtown Roanoke (new site) 3 days 
packed with pro-athletes, races, group 
runs & rides, outdoor activities, live 
music, beer, Banff Film Festival, & 
more.  https://roanokegofest.com/info/ 

Oct 17:  VAR Virtual ZOOM Meeting. 

Oct 22-24: NCRC Orientation to Cave 
Rescue (OCR), Blacksburg, VA. See p. 
67 this issue. 

Oct 24-31: Bat Week–see the this link.  

Oct. 31:  Halloween – Hug a bat!   

Nov 2-3: NOLS Wilderness Medicine 
course, offered by Roanoke City Parks 
and Recreation. Click on this link and 
look under ‘outdoor adventure’ 

Nov. 19:  BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey 
Lily’s-Salem.  Elections.   

Dec. 12:  BRG Winter Get Together at 
Dan & Marian’s property (Instead of 
BRG meeting.)  

Opinions expressed in The Carbide Dump are those of the editors, unless otherwise acknowledged.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
except by the National Speleological Society and its various internal organizations, without the written consent of the Blue Ridge Grotto.  
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Long Cave Lists 
maintained by Bob Gulden 

USA Long & Deep, World Long & 
Deep, & World Big Rooms 

www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm 
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm 

 

Eleven members and friends attended 
the September 17, 2021 BRG in-person 
meeting. The program was a multi-
media video about Warm River Cave, 
VA  by Dave Socky and Phil Lucas. 

Larry Manning, NSS 37229, applied 
for BRG membership.  Larry’s sponsor 
is Doug Feller.  Trish Geiger seconded 
Doug’s motion: Larry’s membership is 
tabled until the next meeting.  

Know of a potential caver? Bring them 
to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a 
BRG activity, do lots of fun things with 
the best cavers around ~  

 Cave Softly and Safely 

May 18-20, 2022: SPRING MAR/
VAR, at Grand Caverns, VA.  Hosted by 
Seven Rivers Grotto and Charlottesville 
Grotto.   

June 13-17, 2022:  NSS Convention, 
Rapid City, SD.   See nss2022.caves.org 

July 16-21, 2022: NCRC National 
Weeklong, to be held in Covington, VA. 

  

Cancelled:   
 

• Fall MAR/VAR (Oct 15-17) 

• Fall Cleanup @ Grand (Oct 16) 

• Bridge Day (Oct.  16) 

• WVCC Banquet (Nov. 13)  

https://www.wildlifehc.org/knowledge-resource/underground-wonders-the-importance-of-caves-and-karst-in-bat-conservation/
https://secure.rec1.com/VA/roanoke-va/catalog
https://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
mailto:luvchickenft3@gmail.com
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:sockydr@cox.net
mailto:danomcconnell@live.com
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:sockydr@cox.net
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:pondlady97@gmail.com
http://www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm?fbclid=IwAR2HPoxEh1lnI58tNmhrfUpmGp7nkcUuDCkmWK17n7GDuGBWlYVZUOLz_nA
http://www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR1XM6SFbZeirZIUO0moaq3wAKiTp6QaH3wZM-SHVcLt-vizDpxhUCwuNOs
http://www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm?fbclid=IwAR1BAViGRDE3TvdwR4mWEygKDpbAtMuvm91dwWeGMHS2K-JsuoWC-shtY0s
http://www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm?fbclid=IwAR05My9vUflQx2aW3lu2K0m23oPGfZSfn_yDukOgwUBrCx8BmUhr5YSCzlw
http://www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR2qDIM8QRKd24G0jnqPYncCVni8GhPFgcTrAmfIOAOEBgg0KyyshbltLRs
http://nss2022.caves.org
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BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 
on the BRG webpage at:  
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the 
‘BRG Organization’ button.    

NSS Membership: 
Would you like to join or 
renew with the NSS?  
See this link for details.    

NCRC Orientation to Cave Res-
cue: This is a reminder that the Blacks-
burg Volunteer Rescue Squad is hosting 
a National Cave Rescue Commission 
(NCRC) Orientation to Cave Rescue 
Class Oct 22-24: See this link. The cost 
is $60. The only pre-requisites are the 
proper equipment as listed here. 
 
There is of course a significant chance 
the course may be postponed depending 
on what happens with the Delta vari-
ant.  However, as of now we anticipate 
the class is a go.  

Thanks, Wil Orndorff  

Treasurer's Report 
09/17/2021 

   
Cave Bucks               $   201.00 
Conservation               $       0.00 
Equipment  $   104.12 
General  $3,302.19 
Total  $3,607.31 

 

 

Unlike last month’s trip, this is NOT a 
water cave! It is a beginner horizontal 
cave, mostly dry, but may be muddy 
in sections.   

Paxton Cave is a large 7 mile long 
multi-level maze cave, mostly dry 
with many very nice formations. Defi-
nitely bring your camera. Taking a 
compass along is recommended if you 
are not with someone who knows the 
cave. Paxton’s is horizontal with a few 
areas of exposure.  Be prepared to 
crawl in some areas, and scramble in 
others! It is a fun, easy, and pretty 
cave.  

The October 15, 2021 meeting of the 
Blue Ridge Grotto will be held live, at 
Jersey Lily’s in Salem. Jersey Lily's 
Roadhouse 1650 Braeburn Dr, Sa-
lem, VA 24153. Dinner or appetizers 
with socializing starts at 6:30pm with 
the meeting starting soon after.   

The program this month will be a slide   
program on the recovery of a cat skele-
ton from Burja Cave, VA, presented by 
Dave Socky.  

 

Date & Time:  Saturday, October 16, 

2021. Meet at Hanging Rock Orange 
Market at 8:30 am. 

Leader: Doug Feller 

Coordination: Susan Burr  540-989-5809 
pondlady97@gmail.com 

Requirements:Horizontal trip. Basic 

caving gear plus warm clothes. This is 
NOT a WET cave. Contact Susan Burr 
by 10/15/2021 to sign up.   

Limits: 10 cavers.  

The Virginia Cave Board awarded 
Meredith Weberg an Appreciation 
Plaque at their August 18, 2021 meeting 
in Vinton, VA.  Congratulations, Mere-
dith! 

Christmas Cards:  BRG voted to 
send out Landowner Christmas Cards 
this year.  Marian McConnell will work 
on the design.   BRG sent 70 cards in 
2020.  

Grotto Christmas Party: Save the 
Date, Sunday, December 12, 2021, 10 
am to 5 pm.  BRG has a party or some 
sort of get-together instead of a Decem-
ber meeting.  This year’s Christmas Par-
ty will be held at Dan & Marian 
McConnell’s property. It will be like last 
year – outside, potluck, and admire the 
awesome Catawba Murder Hole, just 
below their house. Contact Marian 
McConnell at the following address: 
marian.mcconnell@gmail.com please 
RSVP for info & directions.  

Preparing: Karen Kastning brought up 
how hard it is for survivors to write a 
worthy obituary and suggests that each 
caver write up a “pre-obit”, that can be 
stored elsewhere for retrieval when you 
die.  This is being done by Texas Cavers 
and others, too.  

Paxton Cave June 2010.  
Photo by Dave Socky 

Fall VAR ZOOM Meeting 
 
The business meeting for the Virginia 
Region of the NSS will take place via 
Zoom on Sunday, October 17, 2021 at 
4:30pm. Please put it on your calendars. 
We need representatives from each Grot-
to to attend. Independent cavers are also 
welcomed to attend. The agenda and a 
Zoom link will be shared a few days 
before the meeting. 

One of the primary purposes of the 
meeting is to conduct elections. At this 
time, the slate of nominations is as fol-
lows: 

➢ Chair - Meredith Hall Weberg 

➢ Vice Chair - Blake Jordan 

➢ Secretary - Kim Fleischmann 

➢ Treasurer - Carol Tiderman 

 
If anyone would like to volunteer to run 
or would like to nominate someone, 
please contact me at kfleisch@juno.com   

See you on the Zoom! 

Kim Fleischmann 

Acting Chair, Virginia Region of the 
NSS  

 

NOTE: The trip location and date is 
pending. Location and date may 

change. 

https://blueridgegrotto.org
http://members.caves.org
https://ncrc-er.caves.org/events
https://ncrc-er.caves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/erNCRC_BlacksburgVA2021_OCR_Info.pdf
mailto:pondlady97@gmail.com
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
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Dates: September 30 to October 3, 2021 

Participants: Katarina Kosic Ficco, 
Mike Ficco, Mike Futrell, Andrea 
Futrell, Dr. Alex Hastings, Tom Mala-
bad, Joe Myre, Wil Orndorff, Zenah 
Orndorff, Lauren Satterfield, and Dave 
Socky. 

Purpose: Recovery of large animal skel-
eton.  

Burja Cave, located in Lee County, Vir-
ginia has been explored and mapped for 
a number of years and is still being 
pushed today. It is a vertical cave and 
quite sporting – the good leads are 3 to 4 
hours into the cave.  

Before COVID hit, a large animal skele-
ton was discovered on one of the survey 
trips. Photos were taken and experts 
consulted. It was suspected it was some 
kind of cat and that it could be pretty old 
– thousands of years old. The skeleton 
was not small, about four feet long from 
head to pelvic bone. 

After consultation with Dr. Alex Has-
tings, the Fitzpatrick Chair of Paleontol-
ogy at the Science Museum of Minneso-
ta (and the former Virginia Museum of 
Natural History Assistant Curator of 
Paleontology, and a caver, of course), it 
was decided that the skeleton was worth 
collecting so that further study could 
take place. In order to make the skeleton 
more personable and to make it easier to 
discuss, Alex suggested it be given a 
name. Thus, it was decided to call it 
“Petra”, a word derived from the Greek 
word for rock or stone - petros. It was 
also the name of good friend of Katarina 
and Mike Ficco from Slovenia. The first 
date to be set for the project was in the 

spring of 2020, but it was cancelled due 
to the COVID pandemic. Finally, a new 
weekend was scheduled for early Octo-
ber. Four days were scheduled for the 
required work to record, excavate, and 
remove the skeleton, starting on Thurs-
day, September 30. 

On Thursday, a small group of cavers 
staged required material at the entrance 
to the cave. The cave is accessed by 
bushwhacking through the woods down 
a very steep mountainside for about a 
mile. In a couple of places there are un-
stable rocks covered with leaves on the 
steep slope, making for real tricky foot-
ing. The last 100 feet down the hill was 
rigged with rope to be used as a handline 
because of the steepness. 

I arrived Thursday evening at Natural 
Tunnel State Park. The project had rent-
ed the largest cabin at the state park 
since we had a total of eleven partici-
pants for the weekend. My job for the 
weekend was to video tape the process 
of skeleton removal so that an educa-

tional and conser-
vation program 
could be produced. 

Friday morning 
found the group 
climbing down the 
steep mountain 
side with packs 
and backpacks of 
gear, plus personal 
cave packs and 
vertical kits. 20 
feet into the en-
trance is the first 
pit, a 40-foot drop 
into a large break-
down filled cham-

ber.  From the chamber we went through 
a short, wide crawl which turned into a 
narrow, muddy low tunnel with a knee 
wide slot in the floor. This went on for 
several hundred feet, but eventually 
opened up to almost walking passage. 
The next obstacle was a section of floor-
less canyon with a traverse line for safe-
ty. Then another 40-foot pit into a shal-
low pool of water. Across the room was 
a 12-foot climbdown, rigged with a rope 
for safety. Then a nuisance drop of 15-
feet and finally, after a short crawl, was 
the room where the skeleton was locat-
ed. With all the gear and the large num-
ber of cavers, it took about an hour to 
get to the site. 

Dr. Alex Hastings was now in charge, 
and after stashing our packs and remov-
ing vertical gear we got down to work. 
The first order of business was to take 
photos and measurements. Joe Myre 
took many high-resolution photos of the 
cat from various angles. Later, Joe will 
use the photos and a special computer 
program to construct 3-D images of the 
skeleton. Alex made a detailed sketch of 
the skeleton and wrote notes about its 
condition. He then performed a physical 
inspection to determine the condition of 
the skeleton. Until this time, we didn’t 

(Continued on page 69) 

The Petra Project 
By Dave Socky 

Hiking down the steep hill on the way to cave.  
Photo by Dave Socky 

Entrance to Burja Cave.  
Photo by Dave Socky 

Tom Malabad rappelling down the 
1st drop, before getting muddy. 
Photo by Katarina Kosic Ficco. 
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Walmart to get containers, towels, and 
bubble wrap while the rest of us headed 
back into the cave. The weather was 
great, and we made it down the moun-
tain, into the cave, and to the skeleton 
site without any issues. 

While one group continued to dig 
around and under the bones, another 
group started in on the packaging task. 
In order to protect the larger pieces, the 
bone was first laid on a shelf; then the 
upper exposed surface was covered with 
toilet paper. The toilet paper was 
sprayed with water and then molded to 
the surface of the bone. Another layer of 
toilet paper was added, sprayed, and 
molded. More layers were added. It was 
kind of like a cast, where all the protrud-
ing parts were covered and protected and 

(Continued on page 70) 

know whether it was composed of solid, 
calcified bones or if it was soft and easi-
ly broken. If the bones were not solid, 
we had the material to make plaster 
casts. 

Using dental tools to poke and prod at 
the bones, Alex was able to determine 
that the bones were very solid. As a mat-
ter of fact, they were more or less weld-
ed in place in a thin layer of calcite sur-
rounding the skeleton. The whole skele-
ton was fully articulated and was all in 
one piece. It would have to be broken 
into pieces in order for it to be removed 
and packaged in packs that could be 
carried out of the cave. 

Once the condition of the skeleton was 
determined, the next task was to dig 

(Petra Project continued from page 68) down into the rock and dirt 
around the bones. This task 
took up the better part of the 
whole day because it was ac-
complished using dental picks 
and small tools. As the perim-
eter was dug out, dirt and rock 
were removed from under the 

bones, so that 
eventually the 
skeleton was stick-
ing out in relief 
with just a little 
material under-
neath for support. 
During this pro-
cess, small pieces 
of material were 
dug out, at which point Alex 
would determine if they 
were bone or rock. If bone, 
we packaged them up in 
paper towels and then taped 
it in a sandwich of closed 
cell foam and bubble wrap. 
Each piece was marked with 
project name, date, and loca-
tion.  

After digging around and underneath, 
the tail bone, embedded in a thin layer of 
calcite, was eventually removed as one 
piece. It was about two and half feet 
long. Later, the front leg bones were also 
detached and set aside. What was espe-
cially cool was seeing the inner section 
of the leg bone where it had broken off 
from the main skeleton. It was white, 
and inside the hollow section, you could 
see thin layers of crystalized material.  

At this point, it was getting late in the 
day, about 6:30pm. We took some meas-
urements of the tail and leg bones to see 
what size boxes we would need on Sat-
urday in order to package the different 
parts and pieces. We then put our verti-
cal gear back on, packed up our gear, 
and headed out.  

The location of the skeleton is not really 
that far from the entrance, but it is still 
challenging. The cave is very muddy, 
and the ropes get coated with mud. Our 
vertical gear was coated with mud. 
Cams didn’t catch, so climbing out was 
a challenge. It took a couple of hours to 
get out, and then, of course, we had to 
climb back up the mountain in the dark. 
This was my first time up this hill, and I 
thought it would never end. We finally 
made it back to the cars around 
10:30pm. 

On Saturday morning Mike Ficco and 
Tom Malabad drove all the way to a 

Tom Malabad rappelling down the 2nd drop, 
after getting muddy. Photo by Dave Socky. 

Dave Socky doing videography.  
Photo by Katarina Kosic Ficco. 

Meticulous digging around Petra.  
Photo by Katarina Kosic Ficco. 

Separating the back legs.  
Photo by Dave Socky. 
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the entrance Friday evening.  

It was a successful project expedition, 
with all of cat bones excavated and re-
moved. Alex’s first guess is that the cat 
is an “American Cheetah”, probably 
thousands of years old. However, he 
emphasized that this is a preliminary 
determination, and it's inconclusive until 
further studies are performed. 

The Petra Project would not have been 
possible without the tremendous support 
of Cave Conservancy of the Virginias, 
Department of Conservation and Recre-
ation, Division of Natural Heritage, Vir-
ginia Museum of Natural history, Min-
nesota Science Museum, and U.S. For-
est Service.  

the whole piece was encased in toilet 
paper! The piece would then be rolled 
and taped in bubble wrap, and then fi-
nally encased in a thin layer of closed 
cell foam. Masking tape was used to 
hold everything together. The larger 
pieces were then wrapped in a thicker 
layer of closed cell foam (sleeping pad 
material from Walmart) and stuffed into 
large expedition cave packs. Some piec-
es. Like the skull, where able to fit into 
large plastic containers, which were then 
stuffed with packing material to keep it 
locked in place. 

One of the hardest things Alex had to 

contend with was deciding where and 
how to break parts of the skeleton. In 
some cases, the bones broke naturally, 
giving him no choice. In other cases, a 
hammer and chisel had to be used to 
force the issue. Sometimes the break 
would occur where desired, but in others 
the bone would break in unexpected 
locations. It had to be done, though, 
because there was no way the larger 
pieces could be moved out of the cave 
without damage.  

The work was meticulous and time con-
suming, but soon enough, all parts of the 
skeleton were separated and the only 
task remaining was to pack them with 
toilet paper and paper towels and sur-
round them up with bubble wrap and 
package them up in packs and boxes. At 
one point, we thought we might run out 
of toilet paper and paper towels. Mike 
even offered to run out of the cave and 
make a store run for more, but that 
would have taken way too long. As it 
turned out, we had just the right amount. 
We used every roll of toilet paper and 
paper towels and finally finished the 
packaging around 9pm.  

(Petra continued from page 69) Everyone was very happy 
(especially Alex) that we had 
gotten the whole skeleton 
excavated and would be able 
to remove all the parts and 
pieces from the cave that day. 
Now, the not insignificant 
task was to remove all the 
packs from the cave. Wil and 
Zenah Orndorff, and Mike 
and Andrea Futrell had 
rigged the three drops with 
progress capture haul lines 
for pulling packs up the 
drops. It was decided we 
would haul everything up, 

making it easier and 
safer for everyone to 
climb out without 
having to tether 
packs. Mike and Andrea had 
already taken out several packs, 
but we still had 12 heavy mud-
covered packs (some personal 
and some cat) to get out with 
only 7 cavers to move them. We 
decided to do a caver chain, 
where we would string out in a 
line and then pass packs from 
person to person. Once all the 
packs were moved to the head of 
the line, we would move forward 
past the pile and repeat the pro-
cess.  

We finally got all the packs piled 
up at the bottom of the entrance drop. I 
thought it was about 10 pm, but when I 
looked at my watch, I saw it was 
12:30am! Wow, 
how time flies! It 
was 2 am when we 
finally got up to the 
cars with all the 
bones. Not having 
enough cavers, we 
had to leave a num-
ber of packs at the 
entrance to the 
cave, to be re-
trieved the next 
day.  

Sunday was pack 
retrieval day – in 
the rain. It wasn’t 
too bad, and by 
early afternoon, we 
had retrieved all the 
packs, including 
my ‘lost’ chest 
harness and croll, 
which had slid 
down a side drop at 

(L-R) Alex Hastings, Katarina Kosic Ficco, 
and Lauren Satterfield wrapping a leg bone.  

Photo by Dave Socky. 

Internal view of hollow leg bone.  
Photo by Dave Socky. 

L-R: Tom Malabad, Lauren Satterfield, Mike Ficco, Joe 
Myre, Dave Socky, and Alex Hastings.  

Note the mud covered packs in the foreground.  
Photo by Katarina Kosic Ficco. 
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Upcoming BRG Nominations 
 
BRG began its nominations for office last month because we were not planning an October grotto meeting. However, VAR was 
cancelled, so we will now have an October meeting, where nominations will continue.    
 
Who can run for office? 
 

 Any current adult Regular BRG members who have held BRG membership for more than a year can run for grotto office. 

 Consider becoming a BRG Officer – see BRG by-laws to see the requirements and responsibilities for each office.  The by-laws 
can be found at: https://blueridgegrotto.org/organization_set.htm  

 All current BRG Officers have completed one year in office and can hold their offices another year if they so choose. 

Current Officers: 

Marian McConnell NSS # 37358  Chair 
Lauren Appel  NSS # 69253 Vice Chair 
Mary Sue Socky  NSS # 24206 Secretary 
David Socky  NSS # 16334 Treasurer 
 
Lauren Appel nominated Nick Schmalenberger NSS # 62709 to run for Vice Chair. 
 
Anyone else wish to step up?   

Grotto Book Auction 
 
Al Stewart has expressed his desire to 
donate his caving book library to the 
Blue Ridge Grotto. He would like the 
books to be auctioned off with the pro-
ceeds to be donated to the BRG. So, 
below is a  partial list of his books that 
are available for auction. The actual 
auction will be happening in the near 
future. Watch for an announcement! 

 
1. American Caving Accidents 1976-

1979, Knutson, Steve, ed. 

2. American Caves and Caving, Hal-
liday, Dr. William 

3. Caves, Waltham, Tony 

4. Caverns of West Virginia 
(hardback), Davies, William, West 
Virginia Geological Survey 1965 

5. Caves of Virginia (hardback), 
Douglass, Henry 

6. Celebrated American Caves, 
Mohr & Sloane 

7. Complete Book of Cave Explora-
tion, Pinney, Roy 

8. Depths of the Earth, Halliday 

9. The Descent of Pierre St. Martin, 
Casteret, Norbert 

10. Descriptions of Virginia Caves 
1975, Holsinger, John 

11. The Discovery of Rio Camuy, 
Gurnee, Russ & Jeanne 

12. Exploring American Caves, Fol-
som  

13. Life of the Cave, Moore & Poulson 

14. More Years Under the Earth, 
Casteret, Norbert 

15. My Caves, Casteret, Norbert 

16. One Thousand Meters Down 

17. Tales of Dirt, Danger, & Dark-
ness, Steward, Paul 

18. The Underground Atlas, Middle-
ton, John & Tony Waltham 

19. WVASS Bulletin # 10, The Caves 
and Karst Hydrology of Southern 
Pocahontas County and the Up-
per Spring Creek Valley.   

20. Decades of the NSS NEWS and 
NSS BULLETINS 

21. The Appalachian Trail 

22. Surtsey, Viking Press 

23. Mont Blanc and the Seven Valleys 

Group Photo for the Petra Project 
Photo by Katarina Kosic Ficco - October 3, 2021 

(left to right, top to bottom) 

Zenah Orndorff 
Dave Socky 
Tom Malabad 
Mike Futrell 
Joe Myre 
Andrea Futrell 
 

Dr Alex Hastings 
Wil Orndorff 
Katarina Kosic Ficco 
Lauren Satterfield  
Mike Ficco 

https://blueridgegrotto.org/organization_set.htm
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Where to Buy Caving Gear 
Caving is an extreme sport that will de-
stroy you and your gear. So, where do 
cavers get all those special suits, packs, 
helmets, and lights that stand up to mud 
and abuse? 

They order from “cave vendors” - mail 
order companies that specialize in cav-
ing-related gear. Some of the cave ven-
dors who sponsor the NSS are: 

On Rope 1 
https://onrope1.com/ 
 
Karst Sports 
https://www.karstsports.com/ 
 
Inner Mountain Outfitters  
https://innermountainoutfitters.com/  
 
West Virginia Underground 
https://wvunderground.net/ 
 

Speleobooks 
https://speleobooks.secure-mall.com  
 
NSS 
https://caves.org  

Sometimes, one or more cave vendors 
will attend regional caving events!   

If you want to try on a helmet or check 
out high power headlamps before you 
buy them, then you need to find a local 
outdoor store that specializes in climb-
ing gear.  One Roanoke area store that 
has outdoor gear and climbing helmets is 
Outdoor Trails, 28 Kingston Dr. Dale-
ville, VA.  https://outdoortrails.com/   

Other sports stores are good places for 
getting hiking boots, coveralls, thermal 
underwear, and slip-on/volleyball knee-
pads.  Get a ‘basic’ pair of deep tread 

hiking boots with good ankle support at 
Sportsman’s Warehouse, Dick’s Sport-
ing Goods, Super Shoes (on sale), or 
Wal-Mart.  Remember, you will com-
pletely trash these boots, so don’t spend 
a lot of money on them.   You can some-
times pick up a cheap pair of used hiking 
boots and clothing from Goodwill, too.   

For cheap ‘bump cap’-type helmets, 
knee pads, gloves, small flashlights – 
check out the local Hardware Stores and 
Big Box Stores.  

Ratings and Recommendations: See the 
NSS Web page and/or ask a caver about 
their helmet and light. 

Obituary for Chuck Yech 
NSS 30158 (ret.) 

1948-2021  

Former caver Charles “Chuck” Yech, 
age 73, passed away unexpectedly on 
September 15, 2021. 

Chuck is survived by his wife of 44 
years, Diane, son Mark Raleigh, a sis-
ter, nephews and nieces, and special 
friend Steve Breeding.   

In 1988, Chuck had retired and the 
family relocated to the Cave Spring, 
VA area.  Chuck was looking for some-
thing out of the ordinary, and he found 
it in Blue Ridge Grotto. He joined BRG 
in December 1988.   

We didn’t think we would hear from 
Chuck after his first BRG vertical trip.  
It was to a miserable WV vertical mud-
hole that spat rocks.  Chuck lost his 
carbide lamp in one of the deep pools 
at the bottom of the cave.  It was a 
tough trip out, and a long drive home; 
but in a few hours an energized Chuck 
was wanting to get underground again.  
The mud had cured his poison ivy!  
Those were good times.  Cave trips 
every weekend.   Chuck and his wife 
Diane both joined BRG and offered an 
open door “Drop by Anytime!” policy 
to the cavers. They were a fixture at 

BRG events and camp outs.  Chuck set 
up a business, “Sewer Rat Enterprises” 
where he would sew and mend vertical 
gear, cave suits, packs, etc.  Chuck also 
held several BRG offices and participat-
ed in lots of cave conservation work.   

Chuck was instrumental in the gating of 
Goodwin Cave, VA, in 1989. He de-
signed the gate and scrounged the metal 
for it.  Some called him “Head Jawa.”  
In later years, he and Leonard McGann 
teamed up to improve the Goodwin Gate 
and rebuild the masonry around the cave 
entrance.  Chuck was part of the team 
who designed & installed the gate to 
Porter Cave, VA in 1997, and he worked 
with members of New River Grotto to 
gate New Dixie Cave, VA.   

Like many cavers, Chuck was a klutz, 
and proud of it.  Chuck was one of four 
founding members of the Professional 
Stunt Cavers Association.  Chuck him-
self penned “Admission to this select 
group is based upon the candidate’s 
ability to perform a unique stunt that 
results in no serious injury and then 
their trying to convince any witnesses 
that it was planned and not an accident, 

thus making a complete fool of them-
selves… Remember, it is difficult to 
raise a lack of coordination to a spec-
tacular art form!”   

Well, time marches on.  Back problems 
forced Chuck to retire from caving, but 
he will never be forgotten… See you on 
the other side, old caving buddy.  R.I.P. 

Compiled by Mary Sue Socky and other 
cavers. 

https://onrope1.com/
https://www.karstsports.com/
https://innermountainoutfitters.com/
https://wvunderground.net/
https://speleobooks.secure-mall.com
https://caves.org
https://outdoortrails.com/
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Creek (small, muddy, and gnarly). Re-
gardless, it was a fun 13-hour trip! 

9/29: Nick Schmalenberger attended a 
VPI “NOTR” in Bland Co. VA – Nick 
Schmalenberger, Eric Landgraf, Paul 
Walco and Jason Delafield visited “Gold 
Pit’ in the Buddy Penley Cave System.   
Nick reported “…We planned to measure 
the depth of the pit with tape so it would 
be perfectly vertical, but we had 3 50’ 
tapes for the pit being about 130’ so the 
plan was to attach them to each other with 
duct tape. It didn’t work well at all, and at 
least one of the tapes didn’t have decimal 
feet either. So, we just shot down the drop 
with a disto at inclination as close to -90 
degrees as possible.  

September 2021: Karen Kastning was 
contacted for access to Adams Cave, VA, 
which is near Radford H.S.  Three small, 
newly opened sinkholes have appeared on 
the HS property.  There is no connection 
between Adams Cave and the sinkholes.  
However, the school board is concerned, 
and a Radford grad student will take mem-
bers of the school board underground so 
they can better understand what is happen-
ing on their property (and see all the graf-
fiti left by students in Adams Cave.)  

8/18: Piercy Mill Cave, WV, and 
Piercy’s Cave, WV.  Participants were 
Doug Feller, Susan Burr, Jeff Huffman 
Lauren Appel, Nick Schmalenberger, 
Trish Geiger, Brandon Phibbs, Larry Man-
ning, Kelly Perkins.  In Piercy Mill Cave, 
the huge rimstone dams/pools were mostly 
dry.  Nearby Piercy’s Cave, WV turned 
out to be one big, boring tunnel of walking 
passage with cold water, and some really 
deep spots.  They saw one salamander, 
sculpins (fish), crayfish, and a box turtle at 
the entrance to Piercy’s.  Everyone had a 
good time.    (NOTE: these caves are 
closed for the winter) 

8/25: McClungs Cave, WV. Participants 
included David Socky and Nick Socky. 
We went in the Lightner Entrance on this 
trip and cleaned upside leads on way to 
2nd Breakdown. We then went down the 
major right-hand lead before Second 
Breakdown that goes to high overlook at 
Tufa Trail-Freeman Ave intersection. The 
start of this lead is a tight, but wide crawl 
which Dave barely fit through. Another 
1/2 inch and he would have been stuck to 
the sticky mud floor. But he made it 
through. We surveyed until reaching a 
three-way intersection where it got com-
plex with multiple layers of breakdown. 

Our trip was 9 hours with almost 1000 feet 
of survey!  

8/31: Maxwelton Cave, WV. Participants 
included David Socky, Nick Socky, and 
David Lyons. Great progress in mop-up in 
Maxwelton Sink yesterday! David Lyons, 
who had traveled from CA to go to OTR 
(womp...), David S. and Nick Socky worked 
in the Thunder Road area. They confirmed 
the quality of a few leads & got 500 feet of 
new passage, 170 feet of which was down a 
virgin pit! Got out of the cave before any of 
the serious rain for a productive 11-hour trip. 
Great Savannah Cave System is now at 
48.37 miles in length. 

9/11: Dry Cave, WV. Participants included 
David Socky, Joe Calderone, Paul Walko, 
Nick Socky, and Carl Amundson. We did a 
Dry Cave dig and survey trip. Nick Socky 
and Carl Amundson did the climb and dig to 
get above Imagination Falls, which is a good 
three hours into Dry Cave. Wetsuits were 
required, and after 6 hours of digging, Nick 
was able to get past the constriction, but 
unfortunately, the passage sumped after 200 
feet. Joe Calderone, Paul Walko, and Dave 
S. surveyed two small muddy side leads, 
netting close to 600 feet of cave. They both 
continue, but are reminiscent of Bobcat 

Closed Caves: Remember that some 
caves have closed for the WINTER for 
hibernating bat colonies.. 

VA--Winter closure dates: Oct 15-Apr.15 
WV–Winter closure dates:  Sept 1-May 15.  

Please respect all cave closures.   

Buckeye Creek Cave, WV 

Grotto Trip 
Sept 18, 2021 - by Trish Geiger 

 

Participants: Trish Geiger (WVACS 
member), Doug Feller, Jeff Huffman, 
Erin Bejjani (newbie), Nick Schmalen-
berger, Kelly Perkins (newbie), Brandon 
and Candyce Phibbs.  

We spent about 2.5 hrs. in the cave.  On 

the way in I tested my camera’s 
waterproofness when I accidently 
dropped it in a waist deep pool.  It 
still works!  The water in the near-
siphon sump was fairly shallow 
and had plenty of smelly mud to 
crawl through.  We explored a 
good portion of the mazy passage 
after the sump before heading out. 
The trip was fun and the newbies 
Erin and Kelly did great.  The Water Gate in Buckeye. By Trish Geiger 

This past weekend (Sept. 25-26) I visited 
Gary Storrick in Poca, WV and we at-
tached various vertical devices to 6 peg 
boards preparing to be displayed at the 
2023 convention (will eventually be 75 
boards!?). 

His collection also now includes the 
collection of Bob Thrun. He’s very fun 
to talk to and has a great machine shop 
too. 

 

By Nick Schmalenberger 


