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Long Cave Lists

July 16: BRG meeting. 6:30 pm in the
Banquet Room at Jersey Lily’s, Salem

Oct 1-3: Orientation to Cave Rescue,
Martinsburg, WV. See article on p.54.

July 25- July 30, 2021: Virtual NSS
Convention, from Weed, CA. See the
website: http://nss2021.caves.org/

Oct 7-10: TAG Fall Cave-In. https://
dogwoodcitygrotto.org/TAG-Fall-CaveIn

Aug 7: Grotto Get-Together at the
Rowland’s property near Big Island, VA
(Bedford Co.). Rain date 8/8.

Oct 15: BRG meeting, 6:30 pm, Jersey
Lily’s, Salem, VA.

Aug 13-15: Karst-O-Rama – at Great
Saltpetre Cave Preserve, Mt. Vernon,
KY. KOR is hosted by the Greater Cincinnati Grotto with pre-registration discounts and info available soon! For
more information, see our website at:
http://karstorama.com/
August 20: BRG meeting. 6:30 pm at
Jersey Lily’s, Salem.

Sept 2-6: OTR! Dailey, WV.
Sept 17: NO BRG meeting! Go to Fall
VAR in Bath Co. VA!!
Sept 17-19: FALL VAR 2021 at the
RASS Field station in Bath Co. VA.
Fall VAR is hosted by BCCS.

maintained by Bob Gulden
USA Long & Deep, World Long &
Deep, & World Big Rooms
www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm

Oct 16: Bridge Day, New River Gorge
Bridge near Fayetteville, WV.
Nov 2-3: NOLS Wilderness Medicine
course, offered by Roanoke City Parks
and Recreation.
Nov 13:
WV.

WVCC Banquet, Lewisburg,

Nov. 19: BRG meeting, 6:30 pm, Jersey Lily’s, Salem. Elections.
2022: NSS Convention, Rapid City SD

Sixteen members and friends attended
the June 18, 2021 BRG in-person meeting. This was the first in person meeting for over a year and everyone was
very happy to be able to get together.
The program was a video from the NSS
AV library called “Exploring Ball’s
Cave, NY”. It was enjoyed by all.
Know of a potential caver? Bring them
to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a
BRG activity, do lots of fun things with
the best cavers around ~

Cave Softly and Safely
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The July 16, 2021 meeting of the Blue
Ridge Grotto will be held live, at Jersey
Lily’s in Salem. Jersey Lily's Roadhouse 1650 Braeburn Dr, Salem, VA
24153. Dinner or appetizers with socializing starts at 6:30pm with the meeting
starting soon after.
The program this month will be a slide
show of recent caving activities by
Dave Socky. Photos by Dave and Nick
Socky, Nikki Fox, Greg Springer, and
others.

Date & Time: Saturday, July 17, 2021.
Meet at Hanging Rock Orange Market
at 9:30 am. See page 51 for additional
details.
Leader: Mary Sue Socky 540-989-7693
sockydr@cox.net
Requirements:Horizontal. Easy beginner trip. Basic caving gear. See p.51 for
more info.

The Carbide Dump

Island Ford is a good beginner cave with
mostly walking passage, a little crawling, and one place where a handline
might be helpful. It is a sacrifice cave.
It has a HUGE entrance, 50 feet wide
and 20 feet high. Island Ford Cave contains 1,400 feet of passage. Salamanders, crayfish, and invertebrates are
found in Island Ford, and bats use it as a
winter hibernaculum. A stream runs the
length of the cave. The origin of this
stream is a "sand volcano" or "boiling
spring" in a beautiful pool near the back
of the cave. We will take our time and
enjoy the mud and the boiling spring.

Date & Time: Saturday, July 24, 2021.
NOTE: The date is a week AFTER
the grotto meeting. Meet at Hanging
Rock Orange Market at 8:30 am.

Leader: Doug Feller

49

Requirements:Horizontal trip. Basic
caving gear. Contact Susan Burr by
6/18/2021 to sign up.
Limits: 12 cavers.
This time the Football Room will be
found!!
Patton Cave has over 5000 feet of passage and makes for a nice grotto trip.
There are lots of places to get lost in,
some areas of nice formations, big
rooms, high leads, mud slopes, breakdown mountains, active stream passage, high leads – it’s all there.
There are at least three crawls and/or
stoop walks: from the entrance room to
the stream, after one negotiates the
giant breakdown mountain (slippery
exposure slopes!), on the way to the
Football Room, and on the way to the
Bear Claw Pit.

Coordination: Susan Burr 540-989-5809
pondlady97@gmail.com

Limits: 10 cavers.

BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read
on the BRG webpage at:
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the
‘BRG Organization’ button.
NSS Membership: Would you like to
join or renew with the NSS? See this
link for details.
Congratulations to potential BRG
member Carrie Doupnik NSS # 71075,
on becoming an NSS member.
NSS Virtual Convention - The NSS virtual
convention will take
place of July 25 - 30,
2021. Because it’s virtual, it’s FREE!
Click
on
this
link
http://
nss2021.caves.org/ for the convention
website.

Carbide Dump: There will be NO
August newsletter.
BRG Meeting: There will be NO September 17, 2021 BRG meeting. Go to
Fall VAR at the RASS property in Bath
Co., VA.

In-Person BRG Meetings at Jersey
Lily’s in Salem, VA. BRG has resumed
live meetings at Jersey Lily’s. The July
meeting will be held in our regular
“banquet room”. Meetings will begin
6:30p. Sorry, no ‘hybrid’ zoom capabilities. By the way Jersey Lily’s is now
SMOKE FREE!
NCRC Web Site & Caver Alert
Form: The Eastern Region, National
Cave Rescue Commission is pleased to
announce the launch of our newly updated website, https://ncrc-er.caves.org/
(make sure to refresh your page when at
the URL to see the new site). A big
thanks to Nikki Fox for her work in
making this happen.
If you are the contact for your grotto or
other caving group/conservancy, we ask
that you please post the above link to our
website on your group’s website.
Also, please post these other two links
on your website: Caver Alert Information Sheet, and Information on Eastern Region-NCRC Google Group. Your
members may request to join the group

in order to receive emails on upcoming
training and other cave rescue related
information.
If you or your members have any questions on this, please ask.
Thanks, Bru Randall, Resource Coordination Section Chief, ER-NCRC

Treasurer's Report
06/18/2021
Cave Bucks
Conservation
Equipment
General
Total

$ 196.00
$
0.00
$ 133.87
$3,385.98
$3,715.85

Closed Caves: Remember that some
caves are closed in the SUMMER for
bat maternity colonies
..

VA--Summer closure dates: Apr.15-Oct.15
WV–Summer closure dates: May 15Sept.1.

Please respect all cave closures.
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Area Cave News
Some of our favorite caves are owned
and managed by cavers, for cavers.
Please consider supporting these and
other groups with Cave Bucks.
Haar #2 Cave, Tucker Co. WV. In
June 2021, the West Virginia Cave Conservancy (WVCC) acquired a new cave.
See this link for a Facebook photo.
Cyclops Cave, VA. Owned by the
Southeastern Cave Conservancy (SCCi),
purchased May 2020. We still need to
raise about $46,000 more to be debtfree. Finally, the management team is
finalizing our management and visitation
plan to open this preserve quickly. Stay
tuned for how/when you can visit this
wonderful new preserve. Help us to
continue saving Cyclops Cave at https://
scci.salsalabs.org/savecyclops/
index.html. You can also visit SCCi at
this link: https://saveyourcaves.org/
Salamander Cave, VA. May 2021:
SCCi is proud to announce on our 30th
anniversary the acquisition of our 35th
preserve. The Salamander Cave Preserve
is located in Giles County, VA, and includes 70 acres that encompass 95% of
the cave footprint. Salamander Cave is
over 2 miles long and is a rather complex vertical maze consisting primarily
of narrow sinuous canyons. This acquisition was funded entirely by a grant
from Mountain Valley Pipeline, LLC
(Mountain Valley). The preserve is currently being readied for visitation and
SCCi will announce when it is available
on the permitting site. Visitors will be
able to enjoy hiking and caving on the
preserve. Wil Orndorff will be manager
for the Salamander Cave preserve.

entific, et cetera - made during your visit. Email for the New River Cave Preserve manager is:
newriverpreserve@caves.org
Haynes Cave, WV – replica trough
installed in cave. Haynes Cave is gated,
owned and managed by the WVCC. The
original trough was destroyed by vandals in 1964. Carroll Bassett made a
new one and it was installed by members of the Greenbrier Grotto on June
27, 2021. A bit older Bill Jones recreated his iconic picture.

Photo by Bill Balfour,
WVCC Facebook page
Norman Cave, WV is now managed by
the WVCC. See this link for a Facebook
photo of the new Bone-Norman sign.

Cave Bucks are
for Donating!
Thanks to everyone who has donated to
BRG Cave Bucks program.
Cave Bucks is a voluntary donation to a
fund for cave conservation programs,
including cave acquisitions.
Here’s JC Fisher’s take on Cave Bucks:
“… Each organization decides to participate. A short article explaining the program is printed in their newsletter. The
Chair describes it at each meeting and
donations are collected (in a jar, hat,
box, whatever). At the end of the meeting or event the donations are counted
and a vote is made as to whom is it given. The organization treasurer mails
them a check and writes "CAVE
BUCKS" on it. Keep it simple but do it
at every meeting or event. Even five dollars ($5.00) from twenty organizations
equals one thousand two hundred dollars ($1,200) per year. There are over
three-hundred organizations out there.
The key here is to give out the donations
frequently. This is not a program to create bank accounts, it's a program to buy
caves!
A successful program doesn't require a
major complicated high-tech plan, just a
buck. What do you do with "CAVE
BUCKS?" You send the money to a
group that is purchasing caves.”
(see http://var.caves.org/index.php/
conservation/cave-bucks for entire article)

Island Ford Cave, VA is owned and
managed by WVCC. The WVCC has
had multiple conservation trips, cleaning
decades of graffiti and trash from this
popular cave. Use for educational purposes. Click on this link for the WVCC
web page on Island Ford
New River Cave Nature Preserve, VA.
Owned by the National Speleological
Society (NSS). Access to the cave is
open, but the preserve manager would
appreciate an email, if you plan to visit
the cave, and be sure to complete the
register when you do! Also, please alert
the preserve manager to any observations of note - conservation, safety, sci-

Dave Socky in McClung’s.
Photo by Joe Zokaites
Penelope Vorster in McClung’s. Photo by Nick Socky
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BRG Fun Day
The Blue Ridge Grotto Fun Day will be
held at the Rowland’s property on August 7, 2021 from 12 noon until 6 pm.
The rainy day alternative is August 8.
Their address is:
Michael and Rene Rowland
8904 Big Island Hwy
Bedford, VA 24523
What is provided: A gazebo, an inflatable kayak, 8-person raft & paddels, a gas
grill, tables, a fire pit, a small swimming
pond, hiking trails, picnic areas, and
access to Bedford Lake for fishing and
water fun! There will be a bonfire and
fixings for S’mores, too!
What to bring: Food, drink, chairs,
tables, kayaks, fishing pole and tackle,
and water toys. Also, bring a pop-up
canopy if you want more shade.

So, come out to the BRG Fun Day. It
sure looks like this could be a real adventure with plenty to do. Lots of fun!

The Carbide Dump
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Island Ford Trip Info
Time to go caving again! Let’s make
it fun for everyone on the upcoming
Island Ford cave trip on July 17. This
is not the fast bust-ass trip. That one
happens next weekend.
This is supposed to be an easy, slow
cave trip to the boiling spring at the
back of the cave, then back out.
Mandatory carpooling. Only 3 cars
can comfortably park at the cave entrance. The Island Ford Cave managers recommend that extra vehicles be
left at the Love’s Truckstop in
Lowmoor.
Be In Good Health. No fever or illness. (See BRG rules)
a) Be “sound” – are your shoulders,
wrists, ankles, knees, hips, etc.,
working OK?
b) Medical conditions – be sure they
are “under control”.
Equipment: you know the drill.
Change your batteries, update the con-

tents of your cave pack. Get some
gloves, knee pads and elbow pads.
BOOTS – Check Your Soles. Test
them. Go for a hike or mow the lawn
wearing your caving boots BEFORE
the cave trip. Dry rot and blown out
soles are common boot problems for
cavers who have not used their caving
boots for a year or so. Just in case,
pack a small roll of duct tape for boot
repairs.
Clothes: cave clothes, and a garbage
bag for muddy cave gear. Leave your
change of clean clothes and shoes in
the car for the ride home.
It will be a shortish cave trip; two to
four hours—max. We can discuss
whether to find a restaurant afterwards,
or just head home.
Questions: sockymss@cox.net or
h/540-989-7693.

Please RSVP to Mary Sue Socky at
sockymss@cox.net or 540-989-7693.
Directions:
Google location for the Rowland Place.
The place is 10 miles north of Bedford,
VA, up route 122.
See the map to the right.
Driving tips from Sarah Rowland:
• The driveway is right off the main
highway road (Route 122, Big Island Highway). Do not turn into
Colton's Mill Road.
• The entrance to the driveway is
right next to a power substation.
• As soon as you turn onto the driveway, turn to the right (or you'll meet
the neighbors).
• The driveway is about a half mile
long, and then there is a steep hill
(give it some gas) and at the top of
the hill, turn right again for the
access to the house.
• Don’t take the second (back) access, as there is a gate.

10 miles to
Bedford, VA

52

July 2021, V56, #7

The Carbide Dump

Great Savannah Cave System (GSCS) Statistics
Long story short - the Great
Savannah Cave System, WV is
now 47.82 miles long. We only
need 951 feet in either cave to
make 48 miles! - Dave Socky

McClung Cave New
Survey Stats
Total Participants
More than 1 Trip
Total Trips
Total Years
Total Footage
Total Miles
Total New Survey
Total New Miles

70
30
55
4
77956.40
14.76
17627.47
3.34

Original Length
Original Miles
New Total Length
New Total Miles

95084.42
18.01
112711.89
21.35

McClungs plus Maxwelton milage
McClung (old) 95084.42 feet
McClung (new) 17608.40 feet
McClung (total) 112692.82 feet
Max (total) 139802.20 feet
GSCS 252495.02 feet

Sharps Cave Rescue
By

Two adults went in Sharps around 3 PM Saturday, July 3, 2021. They left two teen kids at
the car. They were "spelunkers" no helmets,
cotton clothing, limited lights, etc. About 11
PM or so the kids got worried and somehow
got the WVSP and reported them overdue. Fire
responded, called local cave ER-NCRC resources. Chuck Hemple sent in an IRT for a
quick search. Set up phone lines, etc. They
searched from around 12:30am till 4:00am.
found no one. A full out rescue was called by
Bru Randal and Earl Suitor and drew folks
from all over (DC, VA, MD, WV, etc). Cheryl
& I got there about Noon....... other closer cavers had already arrived and more thorough
searches were underway (S survey to Catfish
Hall / Brain Room area, and of course down
the main trunk, etc). The report was the victims were looking for the "Waterfall" so the
searching was concentrated in that area. We
had about 20 cavers there suiting up. Blacksburg Cave Rescue had just pulled up with the
trailer when word came they were found and
coming out. Neither of the adults seemed in
severe distress. That's basically it. A debriefing
was conducted & a report will be generated.

18.01 miles
3.33 miles
21.34 miles
26.48 miles
47.82 miles
76.98 km

McClung Cave, WV
5/22/2021 By
Participants: Susan Burr, Doug Feller,
Jeff Huffman, Larry Manning, and Mystik
Miller.
Our May Grotto trip was to McClung
Cave, WV. Doug & I hadn't been there in
many years & we did NOT recognize the
place! There are subdivisions in the area
now & NO farm house at all around the
cave! The grass was almost as tall as the
cars!

Grand Caverns
By
Carrie and I went to Grand Caverns on July 3, 2021 to help out.
We originally had intentions on
helping move gravel into the cave
for the paths. That morphed into
helping install a new railing in
concrete at the exit of the cave.
When we arrived, we learned the
pipe for the railing did not make
it. So Carrie and I assisted and
watched Carol Tiderman and
Charles Kahn check lightbulbs.
We helped in the attempt to figure out why the emergency phone
box system was not working in
the cave. They are going to need
a service technician to figure that
one out. I told Carol I felt we
were kind of just strap hangers
today. Maybe they will have
more for us to do next time ☺.
By the way, we did see some
interesting formations we had not
see before; cave pearls as big as
small grapes, calcite covered
gravel which resembled irregular
shaped cave pearls, and helictites.
Some of the helictites (if that is
what they were, none of us were
sure) looked like tiny hairlike
hyphae you would see on moss or
a fungus. They did not move
when you blew on them. Interesting!
(Note: the ‘hyphae’ are likely a
Filiform (thread-like) variety of
helictite. They are very often
composted of aragonite rather
than calcite… Synonyms used for
filmental helectites are threads,
feathers, dendrites, or microhelectites.” Hill, Carol and Paolo Forti, Cave Minerals of the
World, 2nd Edition, National
SpeleologicalS ociety, C1997
p.76.)

I, of course, was very apprehensive about
the Canyon Passage. I had heard LOTS &
LOTS of horror stories over the years
about it. I managed to get through it both
ways with little or no trouble. Everyone
was nice about waiting & helping me if I
needed it. I liked the cave other than the
Canyon Passage, but probably will never
go back because of it.

I’m not 100% sure. (Yes, you
went through the Wind Tunnel.
It’s the only way to get there editor).

We did see Dave Socky in the cave a short
ways past the Canyon Passage. He was
there with others surveying & digging. We
went to the Liberty Bell, Aragonite Room
& the Totem Room. I think we were in the
Wind Tunnel Passage at some point, but

After getting out of the Canyon
Passage on our way out, we explored the passage to the left as
we headed toward the entrance. It
went for a ways & had some formations as well.
Overall a good time.
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A Blind Sketcher in McClung Cave
by
The week preceding Saturday, 21 June
2021 was persistently wet and the heaviest rain fell Friday. This presented a
problem for a scheduled trip into Dry
Cave given the possibility of a flood and
entrapment, so the Dry team consisting
of me, Chris Coates, Silas Springer, and
Sydney Hansen joined a large number of
other WVACS cavers headed into
McClung Cave of the Great Savannah
Cave System.

Our team was given two options… either continue resurveying largish passages in Seven Fingers or survey the borehole that is North Freeman. We weren’t
absolutely certain we could find the previous surveys in Seven Fingers, so we
opted for North Freeman. This did, however, present a problem for our planned
sketcher – Silas. He felt rusty thanks to a
long covid layoff from caving and not
“up to” sketching big borehole. Thus,
the sketching fell to me. This too was a
problem because I previously lost my
sketching bifocals and had no reading
glasses with me.

Greg Springer

Silas brought out a
book for cross
sections and Sydney took charge of
foresights.
Our
first shot placed us
amid very large
breakdown blocks
with a stream below. The stream
wanders under the
aforementioned
room and appears
to continue as
walking passage
(BSB1).

The next two shots
placed us on top
of
a
miniBig passage and big breakdown at BSB11.
mountain
of
Photo by Greg Springer
breakdown with
passages departing
in multiple directions. To the right, there
The trunk is really the top-half of North
is a passage atop what will be a 15 foot
Freeman and is notable for a dry coating
bolt climb (BSB3). The passage is oppoof mud, possibly from the 2016 flood.
site a wide trunk at ceiling level and just
The passage is over 50 feet wide and
downstream of the trunk is a walking
We began our survey close to the end of
quickly drops to a junction with a breaksize lead we later learned has never been
the Batbone Crawl where a modest-size
down chute on the right and a giant stalsurveyed. Finally, straight ahead was a
passage drops into a large room with
agmite on the left (BSB6)(see first picconfusing jumble of breakdown that
borehole to the left. Our tie-in was JD2,
ture). We followed the breakdown chute
clearly “went”.
which overlooks a steep slope into the
and closed a loop by tying back into
borehole. Looking at the blurry sketchChris scouted around and soon appeared
BSB3 from BSB10.
book, I decided our survey designation
in the large overhead trunk. The beginStraight ahead was mondo big passage
would be BSB for “blurry sketch book”.
ning of the passage has a pair of broomand I resorted to endless numbers of
stick stalagmites with estimated heights
Chris quickly scrambled down into the
splay shots to constrain my sketch.
of 6 and 8 feet! The climb up to the
borehole looking for a suitable station.
North Freeman is a series of breakdown
trunk
proved
mountains with lower breakdown areas
“interesting”.
in between (see second picture). SketchSilas performed
ing was challenging not just because of
his own particthe passage dimensions and copious
ular brand of
breakdown, but also my difficulty readlevitation and
ing the cave compass protractor and
quickly topped
sketching on blurry graph paper. (I
the hardest part,
learned my lesson and bought cheap
but Sydney is
reading glasses for my next sketching
shorter
and
adventure.)
needed a knee
to top an ofCuriously, the stream could be seen enfending, undertering and leaving the right side of the
cut block. Unborehole at BSB15 as walking passage.
like Silas, I
We ignored the stream and continued
obey the law of
onward. I could make out what might be
gravity
and
a crawlway at ceiling level at BSB16,
built a cairn to
but the possible passage is inaccessible
help me climb
without a bolt climb. BSB17 was beside
the boulder.
a 40- or 50-foot-high dome Chris has
climbed in years past. He reports the top
Setting a station at BSB6. Photo by Greg Springer
(Continued on page 54)
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ed at about the same time and people
stood around the cars demanding beer
and eating the many bugs swarming all
around us. My team had a good time and
we left a LOT of passage to survey.

of the dome is a too-small stream crawl
that was not worth surveying.
The stream passage appeared again at
BSB18 as the borehole took a southwestward turn and entered a large passage junction. The left-hand passage is a
monster stream canyon in shale below a
16-foot climb (BSB22). The right-hand
passage is a “small” trunk with the
stream passage down a steep breakdown
slope (BSB25). However, I was burned
out on sketching giant passages and decided it was time for Silas to sketch given the right-hand trunk’s modest 30-foot
wide by 8-feet high dimensions.

However, after closing a small loop at
the junction, we decided to survey into a
walking-size canyon on the east wall of
the small trunk. Chris took over cross
sections and both he and Silas had trouble wrapping their heads around the
small size of the passage. This meant
much erasing in the sketch books as they
tried to downscale their minds from
1”=50’ to 1”=10’ or 20’.
The canyon meanders a short distance
with slots down to large stream passage
(BSB29, BSB32) before being cliffed
out on a wall of the stream passage
(BSB34). The canyon appears to continue at ceiling level but turns out of sight
after a short distance.
Chris climbed down into the canyon at
BSB32 and reported a large, but slimy
trunk that must be the downstream continuation of the massive shale canyon at

Leads
BSB1: Walking stream passage headed
downstream (Freeman stream)
BSB3: 15’ bolt climb on right wall. Obvious. Passage does not appear to be
large, but looks like it goes.
BSB3: Walking passage in shale down
low on left. Immediately goes to constriction, but not checked further.

BSB15, BSB17, BSB25: Walking size
stream passage (all the same one) with
breakdown.
North Freeman Ave.
Photo by Greg Springer
BSB22. We left that for another day and
retreated to our starting point to debate
our next move.
We could continue surveying down the
trunk (BSB27), which becomes a nice
level-floored passage going to a large
junction. Or survey the monster passage
or the stream passage at BSB25. But it
was getting late, so we decided to bail
with 1,183 feet in the book (65 feet
would count as new length).

BSB16: Possible ceiling-level crawlway
requiring 25’ bolt climb.
BSB22: Monster canyon in shale going
upstream and downstream.
BSB27: Nice small trunk goes to junction after 200 feet.
BSB29, BSB32: Slots into continuation
of monster shale canyon.
Leads killed:
None

We exited around midnight to end a 12or 13-hour trip. Several other crews exit-

NCRC Class
NCRC is having an Orientation to
Cave Rescue Course (OCR) on Oct 13rd 2021. It will be at the Berkeley
County Sheriff’s Office and held in conjunction with Martinsburg, WV Fire
Department (and their Special Ops
Unit). Registration begins June 1st.....
we would love to have you participate!

Checking a high lead in McClung.
Photo by Dave Socky
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Orientation to Cave Rescue (OCR)
An introductory level program which
consists of classroom and field work in
all phases of cave rescue including underground environment, extrication
techniques, communication systems,
medical management, and organization
and management of cave rescue. The
basic orientation course material is presented for students who typically include
cavers, emergency services personnel,

and rescue management personnel.
For more information, click this link for
the NCRC Flyer. For registration, click
on this registration link.

Feel free to contact Earl Suitor or the
lead instructor if you have any questions:
Lead Instructor : Glen Hugus :
ford428cj@yahoo.com
Class Logistics: Earl Suitor :
wvcaver216@gmail.com
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5/22: BRG trip to McClung Cave, WV.
Susan Burr, Doug Feller, Jeff Huffman,
Larry Manning, Mystik Miller. Some
people did NOT like HATED the canyon!
Rest of the cave was enjoyable. Susan said
the group went to the Liberty Bell, Aragonite Room & the Totem Room areas. I
think we were in the Wind Tunnel Passage
at some point, but not 100% sure.
5/22: McClung Cave, WV. Participants
included David Socky, Bob Alderson, and
Bill Koerschner. BRG also did a trip to
Liberty Bell area. Susan Burr, Doug Feller, Jeff Huffman, Mystik Miller, and Larry
Manning. Also, Phil Murray and Dave
Berman went back to Seven Fingers to
retrieve a rope and cable ladder they had
left in the cave years ago. So, there was a
total of 10 people in the cave that day. We
did cleanup survey in the Breezeway section. The upstream section down the pit
that is off of the Geezer Deluxe connector.
We then did the side passage off the Beetle Run passage, which we finished off.
We then did the downstream crawl which
is the water from the Beetle Run passage.
It was a long crawlway in water, but we
could mostly stay dry. It was a long day
with 63 stations set (probably 70 shots).
We surveyed 1150 feet with 165 feet of
new cave on a good 12.5-hour trip.
5/25: DiLeggi Dig, VA. Participants included Dave Socky and Martin DiLeggi.
This was a dig Martin had found in the
middle of a stream bed near Purgatory
Mountain in Botetourt County. The entrance is a 3x5 hole going down into a
small room with rocks and debris. A crack
on the left goes down at a steep angle with
air blowing out. It is wide, but only 5 to 6
inches high. Rocks dropped down
bounced for a way and sounds like they
fell into a room. We dug for a couple of
hours, but bedrock is blocking the way, so
technical digging will be required. It
looks real good! Promising! Wanna help?
5/26: Big Hill Pit, VA. Participants included David Socky, Mark Hodge, Keith
Sweeney, and Rick Lambert. We broke
through to the lower canyon after about 4
sessions of digging. Keith went down first
on rope, which was needed. Once through
the narrow canyon, the cave got bigger,
but then turned into a two-foot diameter
10-foot pit with a 10-inch solid rock drain
going straight down at the bottom. Too
much rock to dig. We surveyed out. The
cave turned out to be 75.3 feet long and
51.4 feet deep.
5/29: Maxwelton Cave, WV. Participants
included David Socky, Carl Amundson,
and Nikki Fox. We went in on Friday
about 6pm, and were at camp by 10pm.
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Water levels where low. We got up at
8:30am on Saturday. We surveyed 750 feet
of virgin cave from one lead off of downstream Sweetwater, but the passage ended up
reconnecting into Sweetwater. It was a good
45-hour trip.
6/2: Island Ford Cave, VA. Trish Geiger,
Carl Cornett, Cyndi Hutchison, Mary Sue
Socky tried a small, easy trip to IsF to see if
they could still do it. Made it to the boiling
spring, and back. On the way out, Cyndi
slipped in the stream canyon and bashed her
shoulder but she’s healing up. Thank you,
Trish for helping us!
6/4: McClung Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Joe Zokaites, Bill
Koerschner, and Stephanie Petri. We surveyed 885 feet on an 11-hour trip. Got into
new cave (but not virgin) after surveying a
connector to the Dad Crawls. The new walking passage is only 20 feet below Minilithia.
We turned around at a dome with walking
passage.

6/9: Vacation Cave, PA. Participants included David Socky, Dave Collings, and
Johanna Neller. I went caving in Pennsylvania! Traveled up to visit with Dave Collings
and helped map Vacation Cave with Johanna
Taylor Neller. It was a fun cave that was 546
feet long and contained three small “lakes”.
The cave ended in a really cool breakdown
room with a couple of dead-end side leads. It
was a fun 6.5-hour trip and nice to finish
surveying the whole cave in one trip.
6/12: McClung Cave, WV. Participants
included David Socky, Joe Zokaites, and
Carl Amundson. Marissa Loftus, Mystik
Miller, and Gabby Zawacki. Nick Socky, Eli
Meyer, and Chad Casella. Greg Springer,
Silas Springer, Chris Coates, and Sydney
Hansen. Dave Knox, Eric Steinberg, and
Alex Faunce. Ludington (through the Yates
Entrance): Nikki Fox, Steph Petri, Rob
Wardell, John Cantrell; diggers: Hunter
Campbell and Ben Schafer. This was the
great dig to start working on connecting
McClung to Ludington. We also surveyed in
Crystal Canyon (two teams), surveyed near
the dig plus the dig itself (Nick's team), and
one team in Seven Fingers (Greg Springer).
There was also a team in Ludington - one to
dig (Hunter and Schafer) and survey from
the dig (Nikki, Steph, John, and Rob). The
Ludington dig didn't make a lot of progress it was wet, muddy, and very tight. Hard to
dig and very cold. They were only able to
dig for 3 hours. The McClung dig was better.
Dave Knox was able to break through the
breakdown into a larger passage, but the way
on turned back into a dig. About 70 feet of
progress was made. There was good air. A
total of 3532 feet was surveyed in
McClung’s on a 13.5-hour trip.
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6/16: Lowmoor Cave, VA. Participants
included Dave Hubbard and David Socky.
This was a trip to show Dave Hubbard
points of interest in Lowmoor. There
were probably 100 to 150 clustered bats at
the first mine overlook. We then took a
quick tour into Lowmoor proper. We went
to the Devils Kitchen and back. We entered and exited via the Sofa mine entrance.
6/16: Jordan Mine Cave, VA. Participants included Dave Hubbard and David
Socky. Dave Hubbard wanted to visit this
cave to check for biology. We found lots
of scat, millipeds, spiders, and even some
cave beetles. We explored the whole cave,
which got real muddy and wet in the back
end. There was a funky climb-up with a
thick knotted rope (which was needed). At
the top, we could see the rope was rotted
most of the way through. We spent about
3 hours in the cave.
6/18: Marian McConnell and Mary Sue
Socky met with Dr. Karen Powers of Radford University to show Karen sites for
her Cave Rat Population study. Rats are
live trapped with apples and released.
They took her to sites around the Catawba
area of Botetourt Co VA: Catawba Murder Hole, Friendship Cave, Percolator Pit,
and Thomas Cave. As of June 25, Dr.
Powers and her students will be working
with Sharon Mohney on her Botetourt
Co.VA/Timber Ridge property, in Black
Forest Shaft and Mariah’s Cave. Sharon
has photographed cave rats on game cameras in her caves. Dr. Karen Powers was
delighted with the sites and help BRG
members and landowners have offered.
June 2021: Lauren Appel and friends
visited the carbonate hinterlands of Kentucky, where they visited Mammoth
Cave National Park, Diamond Caverns,
Crystal Onyx Cave, Hidden River Cave,
Onyx Cave, and other area attractions.

