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May 21: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm 

May 28-30:NEW! Salem Gem,Mineral 
and Jewelry Show, Salem VA Civic 
Center. Admission:  Age 18+: $7.00, 
Ages 11-17:  $2.00.  See 
www.americangemshow.com   for info.   

May 28-31: Speleofest, Lone Star Cave 
Preserve, Bonnieville, KY.  hosted by 
the Louisville Grotto.  Pre-registration is 
encouraged; special rules may apply. 
For more info, see Speleofest website 

June 6-12: VA Cave Week.  See the 
VA Cave Week web site 

June 18: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm 

July 16: BRG meeting. 7:00 pm 

July 25- July 30, 2021:  Virtual NSS 
Convention, from Weed, CA. See the 
website: http://nss2021.caves.org/ 

Aug 13-15, 2021: Karst-O-Rama – at 
Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve, Mt. 
Vernon, KY.  KOR is hosted by the 
Greater Cincinnati Grotto with pre-
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Cover: “Double Helix Passage”  Kelly McCarthy in Sweetwater (Maxwelton Cave), WV. Photo by Nikki Fox 

Treasure's Report 
04/16/2021 

   
Cave Bucks               $   196.00 
Conservation               $       0.00 
Equipment  $   133.87 
General  $3,474.68 
Total  $3,804.55 

Long Cave Lists 
maintained by Bob Gulden 

USA Long & Deep, World Long & 
Deep, & World Big Rooms 

www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm 
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm 

 

Sixteen members and friends attended 
the April 16, 2021 BRG ZOOM Meet-
ing.  

The program, was a 1996 slide show on 
Locomotive Breath Cave, VA from the 
NSS AV Library.   

Know of a potential caver? Bring them 
to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a 
BRG activity, do lots of fun things with 
the best cavers around ~  

 Cave Softly and Safely 

registration discounts and info available 
soon!  For more information, see our 
website at:  http://karstorama.com/     

August 20: BRG meeting. 7:00 pm 

Sept 17-19: FALL VAR 2021 at the 
RASS Field station in Bath Co. VA.  

Oct 1-3: Orientation to Cave Rescue, 
Martinsburg, WV.  See article on p.41. 

2022: NSS Convention, Rapid City SD 

https://americangemshow.com/
mailto:https://www.louisvillegrotto.org/speleofest/
mailto:https://www.vacaveweek.com/
http://nss2021.caves.org/
https://blueridgegrotto.org/carbidedump.htm
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
mailto:luvchickenft3@gmail.com
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:sockydr@cox.net
mailto:danomcconnell@live.com
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:sockydr@cox.net
mailto:sockymss@cox.net
mailto:pondlady97@gmail.com
http://www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm?fbclid=IwAR2HPoxEh1lnI58tNmhrfUpmGp7nkcUuDCkmWK17n7GDuGBWlYVZUOLz_nA
http://www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR1XM6SFbZeirZIUO0moaq3wAKiTp6QaH3wZM-SHVcLt-vizDpxhUCwuNOs
http://www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm?fbclid=IwAR1BAViGRDE3TvdwR4mWEygKDpbAtMuvm91dwWeGMHS2K-JsuoWC-shtY0s
http://www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm?fbclid=IwAR05My9vUflQx2aW3lu2K0m23oPGfZSfn_yDukOgwUBrCx8BmUhr5YSCzlw
http://www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR2qDIM8QRKd24G0jnqPYncCVni8GhPFgcTrAmfIOAOEBgg0KyyshbltLRs
http://karstorama.com/
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BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 
on the BRG webpage at:  
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the 
‘BRG Organization’ button.    

NSS Membership: 
Would you like to join 
or renew with the NSS?  
See this link for details. 

NSS Virtual Convention - The NSS 
has officially announced that the 2021 
convention has been moved to an online 
platform. While details are still forth-
coming, the NSS virtual convention will 
take place the week of July 26th, 2021. 
The official release is below. For contin-
ued updates please check back soon on 
the official NSS Convention website. 
Click here for the Press Release. Click 
here for the Convention Website.  

 

 

McClung Cave is one of the large West 
Virginia contact caves and is currently 
20.8 miles long. It is part of the 47 
mile long Great Savannah Cave Sys-
tem since it was connected to Maxwel-
ton Sink Cave in 2019.  

This trip will enter the horizontal his-
toric entrance and proceed along the 
Entrance Canyon to the First Break-
down. The Entrance Canyon is a large 
trunk passage with a stream in the bot-
tom. A good portion of this route is 
along narrow ledges with 30 foot expo-
sure and includes several places where 
stemming is required and spots where 
one must transfer from one side the 
other. The entrance canyon is what 
makes this an ‘intermediate’ trip.  

From the First Breakdown, the group 
can either go through the old gate to 
the Wind Tunnel or down through the 
Toilet Bowl toward the Second Break-
down or Bat Bone Crawl and Freeman 
Ave. Any which way you go, there is a 
LOT of big cave to see.  

The trip will be mostly walking pas-
sage, but there is lots of breakdown 
and plenty of scrambling. It should be 
a fun trip. 

The May 21, 2021 meeting of the Blue 
Ridge Grotto will be held as a virtual 
Zoom meeting. The meeting starts at 
7:00 pm. See the announcement on  
page 36 for link information. Also, as a 
reminder, the link will be sent out be-
fore each meeting.  

The program this month will be a 1983 
slide show on Caving in Mexico 
(Team Mex ‘83), with Dave Socky, 
Doug Feller, and James Wellman. The 
program will be presented by Dave 
Socky. 

 

Date & Time:  Saturday, May 22, 2021. 
Meet at Hanging Rock Orange Market 
at 8:30 am.  

Leader: Doug Feller 

Coordination: Susan Burr  540-989-5809 
pondlady97@gmail.com 

Requirements: Horizontal trip. Basic 

caving gear. Intermediate cave trip. 
Please contact Susan Burr by 5/21/2021 
to sign up. 

Limits: 12 cavers.  

Future BRG Meetings 
 
The past year has been a wild one.  Few 
people would have known what a 
“ZOOM” was, and yet the Zoom meet-
ings and the Carbide Dump newsletter 
have helped keep Blue Ridge Grotto 
moving forward. 

Zoom – love it or hate it.  Some people 
have trouble with Zoom.  We have 
missed seeing or hearing you at the 
meetings.  On the other hand, Zoom has 
offered a chance for distant members to 
attend  meetings.   

BRG membership has been talking 
about transitioning back to in-person 
meetings.  Restrictions are lifting, and 
many people have gotten their vaccina-
tions.  If it IS time to resume in person 
meetings, then, where do we meet? 

The BRG chair has asked for recommen-
dations as to WHERE future BRG meet-

ings should be held.  So WHERE do you 
want to go?  Any suggestions?  Grotto 
requirements: 

• A restaurant with a private meeting 
room for 20+.  

• Room must have a TV (for grotto 
program) and Wi-Fi.  

• Room must be “free” if grotto pro-
vides a minimum of customers and 
food orders.  

 
Current options: 

• Jersey Lily’s Salem – room require-
ments met; room is free if a mini-
mum of seven cavers buy dinner or 
drink.  Cavers do not like the smoke 
from the adjoining bar.        

• 419 West – room requirements met; 
room is free IF group orders at least 
$250 of food.   

(Continued on page 38) 

BRG Summer 

Fun Outing 
Grotto Get-together at Mill Falls 
Farm:  The Rowland family lives on 26 
acres of forest, waterfall, ponds near 
Big Island, VA. (Bedford County, VA) 
They would like to invite Blue Ridge 
Grotto to come enjoy their new home.  
Renee’ Rowland asked that if BRG was 
interested in visiting, that we choose a 
date (and alternate?) in August.  BYO 
food, drink, chairs, and water toys.  
They have a cabana, kayaks, picnicking 
areas, and there is access to adjacent 
Bedford Lake.  (Sounds like fun!) 

So, what date (and rain date) alternate 
would you prefer? 

• Saturday Aug 7; rain date of 
Sunday, Aug. 8. 

• Saturday Aug 14; rain date of 
Sunday, Aug 15 

• Other 

Only those who want to and can go 
should vote. Please vote via the survey 
doodle site: https://doodle.com/
poll/65e5ztxhvyz2qxhm?
utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link 

https://blueridgegrotto.org
http://members.caves.org
https://caves.org/committee/pr/releases/2021-03-19_Weed_Convention_Virtual_Press_Release.pdf
http://nss2021.caves.org/
mailto:pondlady97@gmail.com
https://doodle.com/poll/65e5ztxhvyz2qxhm?utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link
https://doodle.com/poll/65e5ztxhvyz2qxhm?utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link
https://doodle.com/poll/65e5ztxhvyz2qxhm?utm_source=poll&utm_medium=link
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Saturday, April 17, 2021, Doug Feller, 
Lauren Appel, Brandon Phibbs, Nick 
Schmalenberger, Jeff Huffman, his wife 
Hillary, and myself decided to try to 
explore a part of Lowmoor Cave we 
hadn’t been to before. Well it was not 
as successful as I had hoped. The good 
news is we DID have fun and saw lots of 
stuff and cool formations including 
some anthodites! We never could figure 
out how to get to the south west section. 

A Note from the new NSS New River Cave Preserve Manager 
April 19, 2021 

Hello Blue Ridge Grotto, 

For those of you who don't know me my 
name is Travis Coad. I have been caving 
in the NRV for the last 20+ years, mem-
ber of VT Cave Club, founding member 
of the Blacksburg Cave Rescue Group, 
and also the Outdoor Supervisor for the 
Town of Blacksburg, VA Parks & Rec-
reation. 

I want to reach out to the Blue Ridge 
Grotto and let you know that I have been 
appointed the New River Cave Preserve 
manager for the NSS. I am asking you to 
be additional eyes and ears on the pre-
serve properties (this includes the water-
front property). Please feel free to con-
tact me at newriverpreserve@caves.org 
with any updates, issues, or interesting 
things going on at the preserve and I will 
look into them. 

I would appreciate an email to newriver-
preserve@caves.org if you plan to visit 
the cave with your name, date of visit, 
and number in your group so the NSS 
can keep some statistics on visitation to 
the cave. Also remember to sign the reg-
isters at the Kiosk and in the cave. 
(Friendly reminder, and please spread 
the word, the register at the Kiosk is 
NOT a sign out and should not be treat-
ed as such.) 

If there is anything (within reason) that 
you think would make the preserve bet-
ter for everyone please send me an email 
and I will see if it fits within the scope of 
preserve management plan. 

Additionally I would love it if a member 
of the Blue Ridge Grotto would be in-
volved with the management of the NRC 

preserve and part of the NRC preserve 
committee. This is after all everyone's 
cave. Tasks could include but are not 
limited to site visits, trail maintenance, 
scheduling and organization of work-
days, fundraising, grant writing, conser-
vation trips, data collection, and more. If 
any of your membership would be inter-
ested please email: 

newriverpreserve@caves.org 

 

Thank you for your time. 

Travis Coad 

New River Cave Preserve Manager 

newriverpreserve@caves.org 

BRG Grotto Trip to Lowmoor 
April 17, 2021 - By Susan Burr 

Doug and Jeff said we needed to go 
high, but we were not sure where that 
was. Ended up we got tired of looking 
and went to what we knew. Of course it 
had been awhile since being there, so 
that was not much. LOL! Heck, we 
couldn't even find the natural entrance!!! 
We walked around for quite a while be-
fore finding it. There are way more 
road cuts and lots of trees missing since 
we were there last.  

I had LOTS of maps and blown up sec-
tions of the map for the guys, but we still 
couldn't figure it out. The pool just past 
the first little maze was higher than I had 
ever seen it. Lauren ended up fall-
ing completely in. Luckily she 
never got too cold because I 
made her keep moving. We did 
figure out a way to get around 
the pool after that....better late 
than never! LOL! 

When it got to the point that all 
we were doing was going 
through tight holes and small 
crawls, we decided it was time to 
leave. To change things up we 
ended up leaving the cave 
through the mine entrance. Our 
trip lasted around 5 hours. We 
were all tired. 

On a side note, the following 
weekend, April 24, 2021, Doug, 

Jeff and I decided to head back to 
Lowmoor Cave. Doug was pretty sure 
he knew where we needed to climb up to 
get to the south west section. The climb 
up wasn't bad, but some of the traverses 
we had to do were NOT fun at all. I per-
sonally do not do well with high expo-
sure, plus I am not as tall/no long legs, 
as the guys. We did end up walking out 
into a section that I actually knew. We 
had made it to what I call part of the 
tourist trail. I was thrilled since I did not 
want to have to redo some of the high 
exposure passages to get back out. 
While there are some interesting sec-
tions up there I doubt I will ever go back 
to the upper section again. 

Lauren Appel and Doug Feller  
(Susan Burr)  

Doug Feller in the Ship Room 
(Susan Burr)  

mailto:newriverpreserve@caves.org
mailto:newriverpreserve@caves.org
mailto:newriverpreserve@caves.org
mailto:newriverpreserve@caves.org
mailto:newriverpreserve@caves.org


The Carbide Dump 37 

 

May 2021, V56, #5 

Lowmoor Mine-Cave Survey 
April 18, 2021  by  

Bob Alderson, Yvonne Droms, Dave 
Socky and I had a trip to Lowmoor Mine 
on Sunday April 18, 2021. It was hard to 
believe it had been over a year since 
Yvonne and I had been there. We had 
completed two bolt climbs to cave pas-
sages at ceiling level on our last trip in 
December 2019, and this trip was to 
survey and thoroughly push them. 

The first climb (near station EX35) was 
65 feet up a sheer wall to a passage go-
ing two ways. To the left it went only a 
short distance as a tall, scalloped canyon 
that got too small but had an echo at the 
end that was likely a connection back 
into the mine. To the right, the character 
of the passage was completely different. 
It was a wide hands-and-knees crawl 
with lots of formations and a few pools 
of water. After a little over 100 feet a pit 
opened in the floor, completely blocking 
the passage. 

We were ready for this pit, having seen 
it last trip, and had a rope and vertical 
gear. We couldn’t find anything solid 
enough for a bolt (the ceiling was soft 
sandstone), so we rigged to several short 
columns using a piece of webbing. Get-
ting on and off rope was challenging 
because the lip was undercut and the 

Dave sketching in the left-hand 
passage, EXQ Survey  

(Yvonne Droms)  

walls of the drop were coated with slimy 
mud. Both Bob and I went down a short 
distance to where the canyon below got 
too narrow. We couldn’t see a viable 
way on. There was definite airflow, but 
it seemed to be coming from the for-
mation choke beyond the pit at the top. 

We decided it wasn’t worth trashing a 
bunch of formations even though the 
passage was heading into blank space on 
the map. We derigged and called it done. 
After the rest of us had rappelled back 
into the mine, Bob rigged a pulldown. 
That passage (EXQ survey) is once 
again inaccessible without redoing the 
bolt climb. 

Our second climb was not far away but 
in a different branch of the mine at sta-
tion EB9. As opposed to the clean, sheer 
wall of the first climb, this one had lots 
of steep, unstable rubble at the base and 
a loose, sloping top with only a short 
section of good wall in between. The 
total vertical extent was a little over 50 
feet. Again there were cave passages 
going two ways. 

(Continued on page 38) 

Mark climbing to the first lead, 
at mine station EX35  

(Dave Socky)  

Yvonne in the well-decorated, right hand passage, EXQ Survey  
(Dave Socky) 
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Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar sys-
tem for the monthly BRG meeting by clicking on this link. 

Join Zoom Meeting by clicking here https://zoom.us/j/99370232398 

Blue Ridge Grotto Virtual Zoom Meeting(s) 

Time:  Every month on the Third Friday, until Dec 17, 2021, 13 occurrences, at 7:00 
pm (Eastern Time - US and Canada). 

   May 21,2021 07:00 PM 
         June 18,  2021 07:00 PM 
         July 16, 2021 07:00 PM 
 Aug 20, 2021 07:00 PM 

        Sept 17, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Oct  15, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Nov 19, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Dec 17, 2021 07:00 PM 

Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 

Meeting ID: 993 7023 2398 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,99370232398# US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,99370232398# US (Tacoma) 

 
Find your local number:  
https://zoom.us/u/aO8P1uRz 

• Lydia’s Italian Kitchen – room re-
quirements met; food is so-so.   

 
Also, if someone has a meeting room at 
their workplace with TV and Wi-Fi that 
BRG could use for free, that would be 
another great option.   
 
BRG Officers are considering resum-
ing “In person” meetings in JULY 
2021.  So, send your suggestions to BRG 
Chair Marian McConnell  mari-
an.mcconnell@gmail.com  as soon as 
possible.  

(Future BRG meetings continued from page 35) 
 

To the right a nice phreatic walking pas-
sage soon narrowed and dropped to a 
lower level. After a couple of squeezes it 
climbed back up and ended in a small 
room. At the beginning of this passage 
we found several mining artifacts, in-
cluding a sledgehammer, bucket, and 
some blasting wire with cloth insulation. 
There was also a star drill embedded in 
the wall and a rusty length of pipe. I’m 
really surprised the sledge had been 

(Lowmoor continued from page 37) 

abandoned there because it was a hefty 
chunk of iron. 

The passage to the left was again rather 
different. There were a couple of small 
alcoves developed at the sandstone con-
tact and a small section of larger passage 
that soon ended in sandstone collapse. 
Intriguingly, there was a lower passage 
visible under some large limestone 
blocks that had presumably been dis-
lodged by blasting. That lower passage 
is positioned such that it could conceiva-

bly connect with another passage we had 
climbed to back in 2017, where we 
stopped at an exposed traverse. We 
would need to break up one of those 
large blocks to get down into the lower 
passage. 

We were out of passage to survey, so we 
packed up and headed out. Our total 
survey was around 500 feet exclusive of 
tie-ins. We were out in time for dinner at 
Penny’s Diner. It was a fun trip. 

Bob checking the terminal pit 
of the right-hand passage, EXQ 

Survey (Yvonne Droms)  

Yvonne enjoying the rappel out 
of the EXQ Survey  

(Mark Minton)  

Old mining artifacts in the EXR 
Survey (Yvonne Droms)  

Bob, Dave, and Mark at the 
Truck Entrance after the trip 

(Yvonne Droms)  

https://zoom.us/meeting/tJ0ucOmqrTkpE9yac1Sx5PV46JCD7VnqN7aO/ics?icsToken=98tyKuChrTwqGNeXsxCPRox5A4_Cc-rztnpej_pEnRy0MDgGUjWiYMhhFuVJHsn-
https://zoom.us/j/99370232398
https://zoom.us/u/aO8P1uRz
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
mailto:marian.mcconnell@gmail.com
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leads in the area. First was passage 
heading south from WDS17. We entered 
a small breakdown (surprise) room that 
popped into some sketchy ceiling and 
wall breakdown (WDS23). From this 
room, Dave stuck his head over a hole in 
the ground and said “Hey, I see our 
packs below us! And I dropped some 
mud in an open Daren Drum!” That 
drum happened to be mine. We skirted 
around the room to the north and found 
yet another hole leading down to where 
we just had surveyed. This time, we tied 
into WDS6. Does this count as a loop? 
I’m counting it anyway . . . FOURTH 
loop done! 

From there, we took a low passage 
(WDS26) that ended up being a nice, 
breakdown-free meander that came into 
a very sexy room (WDS33) that featured 
a beautiful ceiling stress fracture along 
the sheeted Tonoloway cleavage. I knew 
where we were, as this is the way I 
pushed when we all explored earlier that 
day. I told Carl where to take the survey 
to tie into WDS4. FIFTH loop done!  

(Continued on page 40) 

Dry Cave Trip Report 
The 2000 resurvey - A Loop Heaven 

April 24, 2021  by  

Participants: Carl Amundson, Nikki 
Fox, and Dave Socky 
 
Everyone arrived at the cave around 10 
a.m. There were three teams going in to 
survey. Our team headed straight to our 
lead, which was to resurvey the 2000 
Survey started 33 years ago in 1988. We 
staged at the first bypass with the fish to 
keep us company. Much discussion was 
had over our designation — but Carl 
complaining about getting a “wet dick” 
on the way in took the cake. The WDS 
(Wet “Richard” Survey) won victorious-
ly, and we charged on. I got the honors 
of sketching, Dave did cross sections 
and front sights, and Carl ran point and 
did backsights. 

Immediately there were three different 
ways to go (WDS1). So each of us 
checked one out and then reconvening 
with our recon: a high passage led to an 
easy dig, a low passage continued on 
without any sight of ending, and a high 
passage leading to where the original 

survey went. We went to the lat-
ter, as Greg had told us to go to 
this area and finish off the multi-
ple leads they had left. 

Upon getting into the upper room 
(WDS3), we found a couple of 
stations and figured out that the 
original survey had gone along 
the left (western) wall, leaving 
leads along the way. But these 
leads, in fact, were not leads at all. 
We were in a sizable room that 
was sectioned by very large 
breakdown. Upon a quick explo-
ration, it would appear that there 
were multiple leads, but there 
were simply different ways to 
travel the room around the imped-
ing breakdown. Wowzers, we 
were going to have our work cut 
out for us! 

We left our packs at station 
WDS4, each of us looked around 
the potential ways to go, and then 
dug our heals into the task at 

hand. After finishing 
our FIRST loop 
(WDS5-6-7-11-5) on 
the southeast side, we had 
identified two more loops 
that needed to be done. We 
then took the survey into a 
high canyon (WDS12) that 
gained elevation and then 
popped out into borehole 
near the original 2006 sta-
tion (WDS16). I insisted 
that we finish the room off 
before following the bore as 
I did not want to leave a 
half-surveyed room as done 
previously. 

We worked our way back to 
our packs and found that we 
could not tie into WDS5, so 
Carl took the tie in shot all 
the way across the room to 
WDS11. SECOND loop 
done! We tackled our third 
loop — a lower, decorated 
room (WDS7-20-21-5) sit-
ting underneath the middle 
of one of the huge break-
down blocks. THIRD loop 
done! We then focused on 
cleaning up the unsurveyed 

Dave Socky looks at the fractured rock in a 
large room. (Photo by Nikki Fox) 

Carl Amundson lit up in Dry.  
Photo by Dave Socky. 

In the Aragonite Room.  
Photo by Dave Socky.  
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they said the other team were exiting as 
they passed them on the way out. It was 
another successful trip into Dry — we all 
survived another day! 

The data - we surveyed a total of 777 
feet with 43 stations for an 11 hour trip. 

 
 
 

 

4/3: Kevin Johnson and Carrie Doup-
nik visited Grand Caverns, VA to 
help with the monthly cave project. 
They helped with cave cleaning and 
moss eradication.  And they saw a bat.  
Carol Tiderman gave them the tour of 
Grand, complete with a peek into the 
Drapery Room.  Kevin told about 
seeing the narrow access into “new 
discoveries” – only a few people have 
been back there.  Dave Socky and 
Meredith Weberg enjoyed describing 
the 8” crawl everyone had to navigate 
during the 1990’s Grand Survey pro-
ject in that section.   

4/7: McClung Cave, WV. Partici-
pants included David Socky, Joe Zo-
kaites, Nick Socky, Bill Koerschner, 
and Bob Alderson. surveyed in Outer 
Mongolia. Bill, Nick, and Bob did the 
lower level while Joe and Dave did 
the upper southern route. We reached 
the end but left lots of leads. There is 
still lots of cave to do in this area.  It 
was a good 11.5-hour trip with 863 
feet in the book. 

4/10:  Paxton Cave, VA.  Jeff Huff-
man reported that he, Doug Feller and 
Susan Burr took Jacob Whitlock and 
Margaret NLN to Paxton to learn 
parts of the cave.  They encountered 
LOTS of water at the Camel, so 
turned back to visit the Anthodite 
Gallery in the  Historic Section of the 
cave.  

3/20: McClung Cave, WV. Partici-
pants included David Socky and Joe 
Zokaites. We surveyed from the end 
of the SOT survey, which was near 
First Breakdown, to the end of the 
first section of the entrance canyon, 
where the Musser’s Mess side lead 
takes off. One more survey is required 
to tie in the hanging survey of the 
entrance passage. It was a good 8.5-
hour day with 852 feet of survey.  

3/23: Windy Mouth, WV. Partici-
pants included David Socky and Nick 
Socky. Nick did a bolt climb in the 
dome complex near the Waterfall 
Room. It took seven bolts to go 30 
feet, but the dome didn't go. All leads 
were too tight. We then did some mop 
up survey in the dome complex. Next, 
we went just beyond the blowhole and 
surveyed three leads. Then back in the 
Waterfall Room we did a mid-level 
mop up in a breakdown area with re-
ally unstable rocks. It was bigger than 
expected. It was a good 10-hour trip 
with 389 feet in the book. 

3/27: McClung Cave, WV. Partici-
pants included David Socky, Joe Zo-
kaites, Bill Koerschner on Team One 
and Nick Socky and Bob Alderson on 
Team Two. We went back to the end 
of the LOL/INS survey (left lead by 
Megalithia) and worked on the tons of 
cave there. There were a couple of 
really tight spots in the INS survey 
which Dave just barely fit through, 

but Joe couldn't. We ended up breaking 
off a projecting rock with a 'rock' ham-
mer, just enough to get Joe through. Our 
survey designation for the day was ANJ 
for 'Almost No JoeZo". Soon after there 
was another double tight spot, but not as 
bad as the previous one. Once past the 
tight spots we got into larger cave. 
There is lots of passage to survey. Nick 
& Bob did two bolt climbs off the 
"Kidney Room", which is just east of 
Liberty Avenue. The one bolt climb 
went for about 20 feet before ending in 
mud fill. The other goes but may require 
a hammer to make it big enough to get 
through. It was a good 11 hour trip with 
665 feet surveyed. 

4/3: Dry Cave, WV. Participants in-
cluded David Socky, Nick Socky, David 
Smallwood, Matteo Bucalossi, Greg 
Springer, Carl Amundson, and Chris 
Coates. Nick, Matteo, Smallwood, and 
Dave Socky had an unsuccessful try at 
finding the 2000 survey which turned 
out to be just past the dead fish in the 
First Bypass. We surveyed about five 
stations but decided not to continue be-
cause we didn't want to resurvey stuff 
that didn't need resurveying. We ended 
up surveying downstream to meet up 
with Greg, Carl, and Chris. We actually 
got out in the daylight! It was an 8-hour 
trip with over 1300 feet surveyed be-
tween the two teams.   

I needed a morale booster, as my brain 
was about to implode from all of the 
complex ceiling heights and breakdown. 
I picked mud chunks out of my Daren 
Drum and ate some food. My energy and 
enthusiasm for sketching came back 
alive and we were at it again. We contin-
ued onward to map the sexy room. Sta-
tion WDS35 was set in the middle of the 
room and we took the survey underneath 
a large breakdown block that created a 
low section on the northeast side of the 
room (WDS36). From here we were able 
to tie into WDS4 again. SIXTH loop 
done! 

Onward to the unknown . . . At the other 
side (WDS37), under the fractured ceil-
ing, the passage got small again. A low 

(Dry Cave continued from page 39) room was, again, sectioned off by break-
down. We had to do another loop. We 
went counterclockwise and found the 
WAL1 (We Are Lost). We tied into it 
and then tied back into WDS38. Number 
SEVEN and EIGHT loops done! 

I was experiencing sketcher burnout 
pretty hard at this point but I insisted 
that we make one more station so I could 
finish the low room. WDS43 was placed 
at a hole going down to a lower level 
and the area was complete! It was still 
early, but my brain couldn’t draw one 
more breakdown block. We made the 
decision to pack up and leave. 

Our team was the first to exit. Just when 
Carl and I were pulling out, we saw two 
lights appear on the hill. We chatted 
with Nick Socky and Eric Pelkey and 
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Jan. 2020 v55 n1:  Simeon Warner 
ascending Apricot Pit in Lechuguilla 

Cave, NM.  
Photo by Nick Socky  

Feb. 2020 v55 n2: Gypsum hair in the 
Crystal Gallery in Butler Cave, VA.  

Photo by Dave Socky  

July 2020 v55 n6: Rebecca Stewart-Calderone in the 
Broomstick Room in McClung Cave, WV. Photo by 

Dave Socky 

Aug 2020 v55 n7: Eric Steinburg admiring soda straws 
in Dry Cave, WV.  

Photo by Nick Socky 

 
The winners for the “Favorite Five” Blue Ridge Grotto Cover Arts Contest are shown below. These are the Carbide Dump covers that will be sent 
to the NSS Cover Arts Contest for the 2021Virtual Convention. Thank you for voting!! 

Sept 2020 v55 n8: Nikki Fox check-
ing out the waterfall in McClungs 

Cave, WV.  
Photo by Nick Socky 

Closed Caves: Remember that some 
caves are closed in the SUMMER for bat 
maternity colonies.. 

VA--Summer closure dates: Apr.15-Oct.15 
WV–Summer closure dates:  May 15-Sept.1.  

Please respect all cave closures.   

NCRC Class 
 
We are having an Orientation to Cave 
Rescue Course on Oct 1-3rd 2021. It 
will be at the Berkeley County Sheriff’s 
Office and held in conjunction with 
Martinsburg, WV Fire Department (and 
their Special Ops Unit).  Registration 
begins June 1st..... we would love to 
have you participate! 

 
Orientation to Cave Rescue (OCR) 
An introductory level program which 
consists of classroom and field work in 
all phases of cave rescue including un-
derground environment, extrication 
techniques, communication systems, 

medical management, and organization 
and management of cave rescue. The 
basic orientation course material is pre-
sented for students who typically include 
cavers, emergency services personnel, 
and rescue management personnel.  

For more information, click this link for 
the NCRC Flyer  
 
Feel free to contact Earl Suitor or the 
lead instructor if you have any ques-
tions: 
Lead Instructor : Glen Hugus : 

ford428cj@yahoo.com 
 
Class Logistics: Earl Suitor : 

wvcaver216@gmail.com  

https://ncrc-er.caves.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/OCR-Flyer-Oct-1-3-2021.pdf
mailto:ford428cj@yahoo.com
mailto:wvcaver216@gmail.com

