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Spring 2021: Spring MAR/VAR at 
Grand Caverns, Grottoes, VA.   Hosted 
by 7 Valleys Grotto and Charlottesville 
Grotto.  (Rescheduled) 

Spring 2021: Orientation to Cave 
Rescue, Martinsburg, WV.  
(Rescheduled) 

June 28- July 2, 2021:  NSS Conven-
tion, in Weed, CA. See the website: 
http://nss2021.caves.org/ 

Aug 13-15, 2021: Karst-O-Rama – at 
Great Saltpetre Cave Preserve, Mt. 
Vernon, KY.  KOR is hosted by the 
Greater Cincinnati Grotto with pre-
registration discounts and info available 
soon!  For more information, see our 
website at:  http://karstorama.com/ 

Fall 2021: VAR at the RASS Field 
station in Bath Co. VA.  

 

 

CANCELLED due to COVID-19 

Dec. 2020: WVACS Xmas Party 

 

ON SCHEDULE or RESCHEDULED  

Dec 18: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm 

Dec 18: WVAC Xmas Party via Zoom. 
7 pm to whenever. Announcement with 
link to be sent out soon. 

Jan 1, 2021:   Happy New Year!!   

Jan 8, 2021:   Happy 91st birthday, Al 
Stewart! 

 

Jan 15: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm 

Feb 19: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm 

Mar 19: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm 

Apr 16: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm 

Opinions expressed in The Carbide Dump are those of the editors, unless otherwise acknowledged.  No part of this publication may be reproduced, 
except by the National Speleological Society and its various internal organizations, without the written consent of the Blue Ridge Grotto.  
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The December 18, 2020 meeting of the 
Blue Ridge Grotto will be held as a 
virtual Zoom meeting. The meeting 
starts at 7:00 pm. See the announce-
ment on this page for link information. 
Also, as a reminder, the link will be 
sent out before each meeting.  

The program this month will be presen-
tation by Dave Jackson of Colorado, 
talking about his CaveSim endeavors. 
See this link for pre information on 
what CaveSim is all about. 

 

 

BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 
on the BRG webpage at:  
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the 
‘BRG Organization’ button.    

NSS Membership: 
Would you like to join or 
renew with the NSS?  
See this link for details. 

BRG Cave Owner Christmas 
cards have been sent!  Thank you 
again, Marian McConnell, for ordering 
the cards. 

 

FOURTEEN members and friends at-
tended the November 20, 2020 BRG 
ZOOM Meeting. We were treated to a 
video of Topless Caving – exploring 
Cheesebox Slot in UT, by Dave Socky.  
And NO, they had nothing to do with 
the monolith!  

Oh yeah, pay your dues!   

Know of a potential caver? Bring them 
to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a 
BRG activity, do lots of fun things with 
the best cavers around ~  

 Cave Softly and Safely 

Future BRG Meetings – Back to ZOOM November 2020 and Beyond… Until?  

Hello, BRG Cavers.  We have held our meet-
ings ‘both ways’ this past year.  We started 
out with the usual dinner meetings at Jersey 
Lily’s, then went to Zoom meetings to main-
tain our social distancing then back to Jersey 
Lily’s, but the attendance was too low. 

Now, BRG meetings will be hosted as virtual 
Zoom meetings.  You can attend via your 
computer or smart phone, or as a phone con-
ference (audio only). Future BRG Zoom 
meetings will held as scheduled or until we 
can return to in-person meetings.  

See the Zoom information to the right for 
scheduled meeting dates and times plus links 
for downloading the Zoom app and the link 
for the meeting. This information will also be 
sent via email before each meeting. 

BRG has an excellent group of future offic-
ers, who will continue to work together and 
offer meetings, cave trips, and communica-
tion between members.  

The CARBIDE DUMP Editors work with 
the BRG Secretary, Treasurer and Chair to 
publish minutes and send out announcements 
in a timely fashion. 

So, read your newsletter, visit the BRG, 
VAR and NSS webpages, and read those 
“CAVING” notices in your email.  Use your 
BRG Membership List, network with your 
caver friends; and get outside for fresh air – 
welcome to the ’new normal’.   

Cave Softly & Safely 

NSS Meetings is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 

Blue Ridge Grotto Virtual Zoom Meetings 

Time:  Every month on the Third Friday, until Dec17, 2021, 13 occurrences, at 7:00 pm 
(Eastern Time - US and Canada). 
The Login Info is:  
   Grottos@caves.org 
   NSSGrotto2021 

Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar system 
for the monthly BRG meeting by clicking on this link. 

Join Zoom Meeting by clicking here https://zoom.us/j/99370232398 

Meeting ID: 993 7023 2398 
One tap mobile 
+16699006833,,99370232398# US (San Jose) 
+12532158782,,99370232398# US (Tacoma) 
 
Dial by your location 
        +1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose) 
        +1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma) 
        +1 346 248 7799 US (Houston) 
        +1 929 205 6099 US (New York) 
        +1 301 715 8592 US (Washington D.C) 
        +1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago) 
Meeting ID: 993 7023 2398 
Find your local number: https://zoom.us/u/aO8P1uRz 

        Dec 18, 2020 07:00 PM 
        Jan 15, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Feb 19, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Mar 19, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Apr 16, 2021 07:00 PM 
        May 21, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Jun 18, 2021 07:00 PM 

        Jul 16, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Aug 20, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Sep 17, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Oct 15, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Nov 19, 2021 07:00 PM 
        Dec 17, 2021 07:00 PM 

https://www.cavesim.com/
https://blueridgegrotto.org
http://members.caves.org
https://zoom.us/meeting/tJ0ucOmqrTkpE9yac1Sx5PV46JCD7VnqN7aO/ics?icsToken=98tyKuChrTwqGNeXsxCPRox5A4_Cc-rztnpej_pEnRy0MDgGUjWiYMhhFuVJHsn-
https://zoom.us/j/99370232398
https://zoom.us/u/aO8P1uRz
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McClungs Wind Tunnel Survey 
Great Savannah Cave System 

November 27, 2020  by   

Participants: Bill Koerschner, 

Bob Alderson, Dave Socky 

Objective: Resurvey ‘The Wind Tun-
nel’ from the far end back towards the 
Gate 
 

In:  10:30 AM 

Out: 9:30 PM (11 hours) 

We met at the cave at 10 AM and en-
tered the McClung Entrance at 10:30 
AM.  The second team of Nick Socky, 
Alex Faunce and Eric Pelkey entered 
about 20 minutes behind us but caught 
the Geezer Team just past the packs-off 
section beyond the Gate.  We had a 
short, socially distanced meeting in the 
large breakdown passage.  Nick pro-
posed that we work on extending the 
new survey line back to First Breakdown 
in order to close the huge loop that 
forms the backbone of McClungs - be-
fore too much more drafting is done.  
Nick asked me what part I wanted to 
survey and I waffled and was non-
committal.  He said, “You need to own it 
Mr Koerschner”, and then moved on to 
soliciting input from Dave and Bob.  I 
am thinking, ‘Now I have you Mr 
Socky’, and piped up, “Well if you want 
me to own it, I want to survey The Wind 
Tunnel”.  “AW! That was what I was 
planning to survey!”  Age and Treachery 
beat Youth and Enthusiasm once again.  
Nick and his team went on ahead to sur-
vey the last left before the Wind Tunnel.  
As we passed, his parting shot was, 
“Have a great time surveying The Wind 
Tunnel, Your Highness!”  BUHAHA-
HA!  Dry gypsum passage, here we 
come!   

We blew through to the 
room at the far end and 
put in a TWT survey 
back through The Wind 
Tunnel from DAD49. 
We wrangled a little over 
who would do what: Bob 
wanted lead, Dave was 
initially going to sketch 
leaving me to do cross 
sections AGAIN! But 
Dave acquiesced to shoot 
DistoX and do cross sec-
tions so I could sketch 
and Bob could do lead 
and collect LRUD. So, 
we coalesced into a merry and effective 
crew of cave surveyors.  The Wind Tun-
nel is easy-to-survey crawlway and we 
soon reached and tied into Nick’s start-
ing station (WFG1).  We continued past 
the tie-in and surveyed downstream in 
walking canyon to TWT26 where the 
stream exits right into a canyon that, at 
this point, has down cut 22 ft below the 
survey.  The old map shows this 10ft tall 
canyon going about 400 ft.  

At TWT29 the passage becomes more 
complex, with flowstone, phreatic ceil-
ing bells, natural bridges and break-
down.  A large flowstone drapery to the 
left of TWT29 is hanging out of an as-
cending phreatic passage that twists 
back overhead and ends at a clay dig 
within 10 ft.  The sketch became much 
more challenging and forward progress 
slowed to a crawl; the team became rest-
less.  Bob decided to climb up the phre-
atic bell at TWT32 to check for leads.  
He carefully climbed up using three 
points of contact but his head ended up 
being just below the level of the ledge so 

he still could not quite see 
the back of the bell.  He 
grabbed the ledge with both 
hands and mantled up only 
to have the part that he was 
hanging from detach like a 
Lego brick.  Bob fell back-
wards about 8 ft and 
smacked his upper right 
ribcage on a breakdown 
block before coming to rest 
head-down on the floor.   
The piece of ledge was 
about 1.5x1x1 and could 
have done serious damage 

Bob Alderson in the dry Wind Tunnel.  
Photo by Dave Socky 

had Bob not pushed it away from him on 
the way down.  The block appears to 
have sheared off along a fracture run-
ning parallel to the trend of the ledge 
and was therefore invisible.  

Bob was stunned at first and then began 
to groan loudly due to injured ribs.  
Around this time the other team showed 
up on their way out.  Nick had Ibuprofen 
and gave Bob three; after a while he 
began to feel better.  We offered to wrap 
things up and head out, but Bob wanted 
to finish the survey.  He agreed to let 
Eric carry out the heavy items from his 
pack.  They left and we resumed the 
survey.  We reached the junction with 
Beetle Run in five more shots and 
packed up to leave.  Bob was sore but 
was still able to cave fast; we got out of 
the cave in one hour! 

Oh, Bob was able to get a quick look at 
the back of the bell and determined that 
there is no lead.  Do not do what Bob 
does.  Bob is the Keith Richards of cav-
ing.  If you do what Bob does, you will 
die.  

Work Remaining 

• Survey the downstream lead at 
TWT26 – narrow walking canyon for 
about 400 feet 

• Survey the Beetle Run passage and 
side leads – probably will take several 
trips. 

Bill Koerschner and Bob Alderson at the Wind 
Tunnel and Cupola Canyon. Photo by Dave Socky 
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A Journey Upstream (continued) 
Great Savannah Cave System - Maxwelton Sink Cave, WV 

October 16 - 18, 2020      Article & photos by   

(We left off last month with Nick, Carl, 
Nikki, and Eric in the depths of Sweet-
water, getting ready to survey up a mud 
tube lead…) 

 

“It’s only 7:00 PM. Let’s go back and 
survey that mud tube! I bet we can get a 
couple hundred feet out of it,” said Nick. 

 

Chapter 5: Crawl-Master 500 

The mud tube that Nick spoke of was 
only a few hundred feet back down 
downstream in Sweetwater. As the 40 ft. 
wide passage popped up into a larger 15 
foot tall passage, Carl found a station on 
a breakdown block about 40 ft. away. 
Nikki commented on the cool striations 
on the ceiling leading into this mud tube 
and a few photos were taken. And the 
next leg of the survey began. 

Within 40 ft. everyone was crawling 
through a low belly crawl into a small 
little mud room. Eric and Carl had 
crawled up the mud slope that Nick did 
earlier in the day, but Nikki found anoth-

er hole and spi-
raled up it. Even-
tually, she con-
nected back into 
the main tube 
and said that this 
was an uncom-
fortable climb! 
Nick slid up and 
noted it on his 
sketch. Looking 
up at the ceiling 
he saw a band of 
calcite veins in 
the rock. The 
band was nearly 
a foot tall and 
stretched across 
the entire width of the passage. 

“Well there is a fault somewhere around 
here!” said Nick excitedly, as he pointed 
out the veins. 

“Yeah, this passage really just diverges 
and climbs quite suddenly here, like a 
lift tube of sorts as well,” Eric also 
pointed out.  

“Any air?” asked Nick. The team held 
still for a moment, trying to feel for any 
air flow. 

“Yeah there is! Just a little bit, heading 
back down toward Sweetwater,” Nikki 
said. 

Everyone was now excited about the 
find. They pushed forward and upward.  
and it kept going! It wasn’t great pas-
sage. It was pretty much a 3 foot tall, 10 
foot wide crawly mud tube, but it cer-
tainly did provide excellent footage. 50 
feet, 40 feet, 60 feet – long shot after 
long shot. AND the passage kept climb-
ing, at a steady 4 degree incline. Soon, 
things got a bit worse. The nice dry mud 
started to become wet and slippery, and 
soon there were pools of water. One 
pool of water was nearly 70 feet long. 
Luckily, you could stoop walk through it 
and keep most of yourself dry, but it was 
a certainly a work out that worked the 
abdominals and glutes. 

The passage turned to the East a bit 
more, and it appeared that the worst of 
the wetness was gone. AND they were 
still crawling. 

In about 100 more feet, the passage be-

gan necking down to about a 2 foot tall, 
still 10 foot wide tube. It was still slowly 
climbing at that 4 degree incline. Look-
ing around, you got a feel that you were 
in some sort of Alice in Wonderland 
tilted tube. It was slightly disorienting 

“I can see about another 60 feet in front 
of me, and the mud seems to be drying 
out, but it doesn’t look like its opening 
up anytime soon,” said Eric. 

“Still some air?” asked Nikki. 

“Yeah, still a slight drafting coming to-
wards me.” 

“How about we do one more station, 
make it a solid 40 for the day, and call it 
a night?” added Nick. 

“I”m O.K. with that!” said Carl, giving a 
sigh of relief.  

It was 9:30 PM and they were looking at 
getting back to camp around 11:30-
midnight. 

So the intrepid explorers took their final 
shot, packed up their things, and made 
their way back towards Sweetwater. It 
was quite fun sliding back down the 
mud tube! And nearly all of it,  minus a 
few section where you could stoop walk, 
was a solid hands a knees crawl. At the 
entrance to the crawl, Nick quickly add-
ed up the data for this section.  

“It’s about 500 feet long! That’s as long 
as the Wet Walnut Way!” chuckled 
Nick. 

(Continued on page 88) 

Eric at start of Crawl Master-500 

Nikki Fox & Carl Amundson at the last  
station of the Crawl Master-500 
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“It needs a name!” Nikki said excitedly. 

“How about…. the CRAWL MASTER 
500!” tried Nick.  

Everybody laughed.  

“We can do better than that, though, 
right?” pressed Nikki. 

“ARE YOU TIRED OF WALKING 
AROUND, WONDERING WHY CAV-
ING IS SO BORING? THAT’S BE-
CAUSE YOU NEED TO START 
CRAWLING AND EXPERINCE THE 
CAVE FROM A WHOLE NEW PRO-
SPECTIVE WITH THE CRAWL MAS-
TER 500!!” shouted Nick in an infomer-
cial style voice. 

“YOU WON’T CRAWL 300 FEET. 
YOU WON’T CRAWL 400 FEET! 
THAT’S RIGHT! FOR JUST FIVE 
EASY INSTALMENTS OF 100 FEET, 
YOU TOO CAN EXPERIENCE THE 
CRAWL MASTER 500!” added Eric in 
the same voice.  

Everyone laughed a good while, as 
warm survey clothes were taken off, 
water was drunk, and food was eat. 

“Nikki, if nobody can come up with a 
better name, I’m sticking to Crawl Mas-

(Journey Upstream continued from page 87) ter 500,” laughed Nick. 

“Alright, it is growing on me actual-
ly…,” snickered Nikki. “AND we can 
change the name when new footage is 
added each time! Like when we survey 
this thing to 1000 feet long, it will be 
known as CRAWL MASTER 1000!!” 

“I like that, a lot!” joined in Carl. 

In good spirits the four cavers made 
their way back down Sweetwater River. 
The shale was as slippery as ever but 
they made good time getting back to the 
bottom of Covert Creek. It only took an 
hour! Up and down the seven ropes and 
by midnight, everyone was safely back 
in camp. It had been a while since a 
team in Sweetwater had had such a pro-
ductive day. 

Everyone changed out of their wet mud-
dy, gear, munched on dinner, laughed 
and celebrated such fun day with 
friends. The clock read 1:30 AM, and it 
was decided that it was time to go to 
bed. 

The last sips of whiskey were drunk and 
the music and lights were turned off for 
a good night’s sleep. Canyons of water 
and tunnels of mud flashed through their 
minds as they all fell asleep. 

 

Chapter 6: Escape from the Gremlins 

This time, Nick woke suddenly with a 
start. Eric and Carl were not crazy – he 
had heard it too. It sounded just like how 
Eric had described it, a loud thudding 
somewhere in the wall. It was not con-
tinuous and didn’t sound like rock col-
lapse, but he had certainly heard it pretty 
clearly. 

“Did you guys hear that?” he called out 
to the darkness.  

No response. He rolled over and looked 
at this phone to get the time. It read 5:30 
AM. Exhaling a long sigh, he turned off 
the screen and rolled over staring up into 
the darkness toward the ceiling straining 
his ears. Eventually he drifted back off 
to a very unsettling sleep. 

The alarm blared at 9:30 A.M. and Nick 
woke up first. Carl, Nikki, and Eric 
slowly stirred as Nick got the stove go-
ing for coffee and breakfast. As the wa-
ter was boiling, Nick climbed up into the 
upper Covert Creek passage in his camp 
clothes to go and check to see if there 
was any new breakdown that had fallen. 
Nothing new had fallen. Scratching his 
head in thought, he headed back to 

camp. There he saw Carl pouring him-
self some hot water for coffee. 

“Well, I definitely heard what you and 
Eric heard the previous night,” Nick told 
Carl. 

“Oh, really? Is that why you were up 
there?” asked Carl, glancing up at the 
upper passage.  

“Yeah I didn’t see any new rock fall 
though. So I really have no idea what 
is.” 

“Maybe it’s the Covert Creek waterfall 
making weird noises,” suggested Eric. “I 
mean, we can hear a slow rumble of the 
waterfall through the passage, and the 
water is pretty low.” 

Everyone decided to go with this as-
sumption, but it was still weird to hear 
such noises in this camp. Ghost Camp 
was well known for its weird noises 
based on how much water was in the 
cave, but this was new for the Retreat. 

Breakfast was quick and everyone was 
very productive on getting camp packed 
up in a timely fashion. Leaving at noon 
Nick, Eric, and Nikki all decided they 
wanted to go down the Covert Creek 
waterfall series, Gremlin Falls. Nick 

(Continued on page 89) 
Eric & Nikki looking downstream  

in Sweetwater 

Nikki & Eric on Gremlin Falls 
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chuckled thinking to himself that maybe 
all the weird noises around camp were 
the Gremlins in the walls. As they left 
camp, Nick grabbed the etrier ladder that 
Rob had made several trips back. He 
wanted to use it as a step-up to help with 
the rebelay on the large waterfall drop of 
Gremlin Falls. 

Carl had decided to go down the normal 
rope route, and after Nick had placed the 
etrier, which helped greatly with the 
rebelay, he saw Carl and his light about 

(Journey Upstream continued from page 88) 60 feet below. Gremlin Falls, though a 
fun ropes course, did take quite a bit 
more time than the other way. Nick 
called “Off Rope!” touching down and 
Eric moved to the rebelay as Nikki trav-
ersed the traverse line. Soon everyone 
was down, and they all started their jour-
ney out of the cave. 

It was an uneventful trip out of the cave. 
All the crawls were the same, no water 
had risen, and no rocks had shifted. It is 
always a bittersweet feeling leaving 
Maxwelton – on one side you are so 

excited about feeling the warmth of sun-
light, and smelling fresh air, but on the 
other, the anti-depressant nature of cav-
ing is so relaxing and inviting. Everyone 
made surface by 3:45 PM and the four 
cavers parted ways. They were all excit-
ed about where the few leads they had 
found went, and pleased with the 
amount of survey they had accom-
plished. They had escaped from the 
gremlins. It was a good weekend. 

Total survey: 1702.5 Feet  
Total Included: 1553.5 Feet  

This is a compilation of notes, emails, 
and pure drivel to bring you up to date 
on the Porter’s Project.   

Susan Burr has recently suggested a 
project to improve the gate at Porter 
Cave, VA.  Currently, the gate is getting 
buried under shale, loose debris, tree 
limbs, dead bodies, and glowing radio-
active toxic waste.  Be sure to bring a 
shovel to unbury the gate before each 
cave trip!  

Dave and Mary Sue Socky mentioned 
the Porter gate situation at the Fall VAR 
Zoom meeting on 10/25/2020.  There 
was immediate interest in improving 
gate/access to this popular cave. 

After Susan got the OK from the land-
owner to make improvements to the 
gate, a small team met at Porter’s on 
11/18/2020.  Mark Hodge, Susan Burr, 

Porter’s Cave Gate Project 
Doug Feller and Dave Socky assessed 
the situation.  Dave and Doug had 
helped with installing the current gate in 
1994/95.   

The sinkhole has really filled up over the 
culvert gate in the past 25 years. The 
accumulating pebbles and debris are 
now overwhelming the gate, and the 
original gate drains are filled up and no 
longer working.  

Digging out the gate before trips will be 
a temporary fix, and is not a long-term 
solution.   

To fix the Porter gate,   

• the entrance culvert must be extend-
ed out 5 ft.-6 ft. 

• The culvert is oval in shape. 

• Will check out oval culvert, cost of 
materials, etc. can write up proposal/

grant/other grottos to get funding for 
the project. 

• Cost: Probably a couple thousand 
dollars.  

• Once get money, purchase materi-
als, schedule work date(s) for Re-
gion to fix the gate. 

 
Dave Socky suggested this should be a 
VAR project, run by the Blue Ridge 
Grotto, with cavers from all over helping 
out. 

Meredith Weberg said that VAR may be 
able to get funding (through grant re-
quests) once there is a plan.  RASS, 
CCV, TRA (The Robertson Associa-
tion), NSS Conservation grants may also 
be available for this project.   

We will keep you posted on the Porter’s 
Project – in 2021!   

BRG Paid for 2021 
 
BRG dues (and subscriber fees) are now 
due! Dues are $10.00 per person.  Fami-
ly discounts are available. You can pay 
for multiple years. Please send along the 
handy form if any of your information 
has changed. Make checks payable to 
Blue Ridge Grotto, and mail everything 
to: 
 

BRG Treasurer 
David Socky 
6572 Woodbrook Drive 
Roanoke, VA  24018 

Here is who has already paid for 2021 
and beyond 
 
Lauren Appel -  2022 
Tom Beaman - 2022 
Colin Beck - 2023 
Sharon Bruce - 2024 
Susan Burr - 2021 
Joseph Caldwell - 2026 
Carl Cornett - 2022 
Bill Cuddington - Life 
Martin DiLeggi - 2021 
Joey Fagan - Life 
Cheryl Feller - 2021 
Doug Feller - 2021 
John Fox - 2022 
Cole Frantz - 2023 
Trish Geiger - 2022 
Bob Gulden - 2021 
Dusty Gulden - 2021 sub 
Nicole Gulden - 2021 sub 

Gene Harrison - 2021 sub 
Kevin Johnson - 2021 
Randy Michael - 2021 
Sharon Mohney - 2021 
Lynn Ott - 2021 sub 
Jen Perdue - 2021 
Brandon Phipps - 2021 
David Rose - 2021 
Suzanne Rose - 2021 
Ed Saugstad - 2021 
Marianne Saugstad - 2021 
David Socky - 2021 
Mary Sue Socky - 2021 
Nick Socky - 2021 
Alex Sproul - 2021 
Al Stewart - Life 
David Wickersham - 2023 
Brian Williams - 2021 
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How Long Will You Be Stuck? 
 

 

 

 

 THREE 
DAYS - full, 24-hour days -- to extract a 
victim. This assumes that the callout for 
the rescue happens promptly and re-
sponse from trained rescuers is almost 

immediate. It assumes a sufficient 
number of rescuers respond. 

Some shorter caves tend make up for 
their lack of length in difficulty. Penn-
sylvania caves are notoriously small, 
cherty, muddy and tight. None of that 
makes rescue easy. Lack of  space  and  
access  means transport is not going to 
be a gentle process. The victim may be 
dragged (in  a Sked  or on  a  drag 

sheet); lap passed, or handed person  to  
person;  rolled  over; or "turtled" along  
on  the back of  a crawling  rescuer or 
two. (The rescue  'turtle'  belly-crawls  
along  with the victim on his back). 

"The environment can kill you," said 
Tom Evans, who spoke during the webi-
nar. He is a Coloradan trained in above 
and below  ground  rope rescue. He is a 
National Cave Rescue Commission 
(NCRC) instructor and has a rescue rig-
ging research program whose results 
were published at the International 
Technical Rescue Symposium. 

 

Evans outlined the slippy-grippy-clippy 
concept. To effectively move a victim 
through a cave, a SPAR (small party 
assisted rescue) group should be  pre- 
pared to be "slippy, grippy, clippy." That 
means they should have two slippy 
things (pulleys), two grippy things (rope 
grabbers like autoblocks or Jumars), and 
two clippy things (carabiners). Given 
some rope or sling, plus some creative 
thinking, with those basic tools a victim 
can be moved 
through  some  pret-
ty tough passage. 

 

Because it takes a long time to get vic-
tims out of caves, injured persons get 
energy sucked out of them. As a result, 
they develop other issues, Tom noted. 
The three "hypos" are serious concerns, 
given  the extended transport time for a 
victim. The three hypos are hypothermia 
(lowered body temperature), hypohydra-
tion (resulting from dehydration), and 
hypoglycemia 

 

 

 

 

Grotto Elections   November 20, 2020 
 
Congratulations to the new Blue Ridge Grotto officers for 
2020-2021. Susan Burr moved, and Dave Socky seconded 
that the slate was accepted, and all Regular members present 
voted in favor of the new officers: 

 
Chair  Marian McConnell  NSS # 37358 
Vice Chair  Lauren Appel  NSS # 69253 
Secretary Mary Sue Socky  NSS # 24206 
Treasurer Dave Socky   NSS # 16334 
 
Thank you to the outgoing officers for your service during a 
real messed up year!  
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11/27: McClung Cave, WV. Participants 
included David Socky, Bill Koerschner, 
and Bob Alderson were Team 1. Nick 
Socky, Eric Pelkey, and one other were 
Team 2. See the article on page 86. Total 
survey for the day was 2384 feet! 

12/3: McClung Cave, WV. Participants 
included David Socky, Bill Koerschner, 
and Joe Zokaites. We surveyed from 
where we left off on 11/27, heading to-
ward the gate at First Breakdown. We got 
close - only a couple of hundred feet to 
go. There were lots of side leads going 
towards the north west, but they were all 
known cave. We surveyed 1265 feet. 

12/5: McClung Cave, WV. Participants 
included David Socky, Nick Socky, and 
one other. We surveyed the start of the 
connector passage from just before the 
gate over to the first breakdown. The pas-
sage started out as a nice large breakdown 
trunk, but after 100 feet it devolved down 
to a cool 3-foot-wide by 2-foot-high tube. 
After 150 feet or so, it got really tight. It 
was about 11 inches for nine feet and then 
pinched down to 10 inches for a couple of 
feet. But it opened up to walking passage 
after that. Dave barely fit. It got his adren-
aline going. The other side was mostly 
walking passage, including a large dome 
with a high lead that will require some 
technical work, or at least throwing a rope 
up and over a natural bridge. We then 
surveyed a bunch of small mazy stuff. We 
did not get down into the lower level 
where the stream is located. It was a fun 
and productive 10-hour trip in which we 
surveyed 1061 feet with about 400 feet of 
new survey which adds to the length of 
McClungs, which is now 19.44 miles. 

10/31: New River Cave, VA – Attendees 
were Jeff Huffman, Susan Burr, Lauren 
Appel, Nick Schmalenberger, Brandon 
Phibbs and Kandyce Phibbs.  We entered 
the cave and proceeded to make our way 
back to the waterfall.  Jeff counted 14 bats 
and did not notice any sign of WNS. 
Somehow, we bypassed the China Slide 
but we ascended it on the way back.  On 
the way back, Susan and Jeff attempted to 
find the passage that led to the Forest 
Room.  Eventually, Jeff found the passage 
and we made our way to the Forest Room.  
We tied a handline at the steep slope to 
ensure an easier climb up on the way out.  
Several cavers took pictures in the Forest 
Room and rested.  We returned to the 
entrance for a trip that totaled a time of 
4.75 hours.  

11/14: McClung Cave, WV. Participants 
included David Socky and Bill 
Koerschner. Surveyed the Liberty Bell 
Ave. Got a lot surveyed. Took a bunch of 
photos because of nice formations in area. 
Surveyed 984 feet on a good 13-hour trip.  

11/15: Blowing Hole Cave, VA. Partici-
pants included David Socky, Bob Alder-
son, Nick Schmalenberger, and Marian 
McConnell. This was an entrance near 
Percolator Pit on Dan and Marian 
McConnell's property. The small crack 
going down always blows lots of air. We 
dug it out a bit since a lot of dirt and de-
bris had fallen in. Bob drilled holes for 
two sets of straws. His drill broke on the 
last hole. But we took off enough rock to 
enter the cave. After squeezing into the 
crack, the cave was the top of a long nar-
row canyon. There was one spot to climb 
down further, but then the canyon, going 
down, got narrower as you go down. you 
could see where dirt and rocks had fallen 
through. It will take further digging to 
continue. 

11/18: Porter Cave, VA. Participants in-
cluded David Socky, Susan Burr, Doug Fell-
er, and Mark Hodge. Susan drove Doug and 
Dave to Porters where we met Mark Hodge 
at 2pm. We inspected the gate and deter-
mined that the best course of action was to 
install an extension to the culvert. We took 
measurements. Doug and Mark also inspect-
ed the drain tubes from the bottom. They are 
clogged and probably won't be used. 

11/19: Windy Mouth, WV. Participants 
included David and Nick Socky. Surveyed in 
the G and D survey areas - lower levels just 
beyond the Half Mile Crawl. Dave actually 
fit through the 'tight spot' to get to the last 3 
leads we surveyed. We surveyed a bunch of 
leads with 422 feet on an 8 hour trip. 

11/21: McClung Cave, WV. Participants 
included David Socky, Chris Coates, Ashley 
Hitchcock, and Erik Nieman on team 1. Bob 
Alderson, Bill Koerschner, and Kurt Wal-
dron were on team 2. Jake Lee, Alec 
Matheus, and Derek Von Nieda were on 
team 3. The first two teams surveyed passag-
es off Megalithia and team 3 did the loop 
that tied into the main route between Mega-
lithia and the Liberty Bell Passage. We got a 
total of 2792 feet on a nice 13-hour trip. 
Dave switched over to team 2 after Chris, 
Ashley, and Erik decided they were beat and 
decided to head to the entrance. Dave sur-
veyed with team 3 for about 1.5 hours. We 
met up with team 3 as we were heading out 
toward the Liberty Bell Passage. Good trip! 

11/24: Catawba Murder Hole, VA. This 
was a biology inventory trip led by Dave 
Socky with permission from Dan and Marian 
McConnell. We went in via the scree slope 
and then down to the mid level. We found 
the lower level to be flooded, so it was not 
checked for critters. The infamous beetle 
was not found, but a few millipeds and spi-
ders were located.   

Treasure's Report 
12/18/2020 

   
Cave Bucks               $        0.00 
Conservation               $        0.00 
Equipment  $   133.87 
General  $3,056.95 
Total  $3,190.82 

Long Cave Lists 
maintained by Bob Gulden 

USA Long & Deep, World Long & 
Deep, & World Big Rooms 

www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm 
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm 
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm 

http://www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm?fbclid=IwAR2HPoxEh1lnI58tNmhrfUpmGp7nkcUuDCkmWK17n7GDuGBWlYVZUOLz_nA
http://www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR1XM6SFbZeirZIUO0moaq3wAKiTp6QaH3wZM-SHVcLt-vizDpxhUCwuNOs
http://www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm?fbclid=IwAR1BAViGRDE3TvdwR4mWEygKDpbAtMuvm91dwWeGMHS2K-JsuoWC-shtY0s
http://www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm?fbclid=IwAR05My9vUflQx2aW3lu2K0m23oPGfZSfn_yDukOgwUBrCx8BmUhr5YSCzlw
http://www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm?fbclid=IwAR2qDIM8QRKd24G0jnqPYncCVni8GhPFgcTrAmfIOAOEBgg0KyyshbltLRs

