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CANCELLED due to COVID-19

Jan 15: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm

Fall 2020: Fall VAR.

Feb 19: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm

Fall 2020: Karst-O-Rama, Mt. Vernon,
KY.

Mar 19: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm

Oct. 8-12: TAG Fall Cave-In.
Nov 2020: WVCC Banquet, Lewisburg,
WV.
Dec. 2020: WVACS Xmas Party
ON SCHEDULE or RESCHEDULED
Nov 15: Christmas in November @ Dan
& Marian McConnell’s. Rappel into
Catawba Murder Hole, weather permitting. BYO friends, family, BYO food,
beverage. Masks required and social
distancing practiced.
Nov 20: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm.
Elections.
Dec 18: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm

Apr 16: BRG Zoom meeting. 7:00 pm
Spring 2021: Spring MAR/VAR at
Grand Caverns, Grottoes, VA. Hosted
by 7 Valleys Grotto and Charlottesville
Grotto. (Rescheduled)
Spring 2021: Orientation to Cave
Rescue,
Martinsburg,
WV.
(Rescheduled)
June 28- July 2, 2021: NSS Convention, in Weed, CA. See the website:
http://nss2021.caves.org/
Fall 2021: VAR at the RASS Field
station in Bath Co. VA.
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Treasure's Report
10/16/2020
The November 20, 2020 meeting of the
Blue Ridge Grotto will be held as a
virtual Zoom meeting. The meeting
starts at 7:00 pm. Since we are using
the NSS Zoom account, there is no 40
minute time limit. See the announcement on page 73 for link information.
Also, as a reminder, the link will be
sent out before each meeting. This is
our election meeting, so please attend
and be prepared to railroad your favorite cavers for BRG office.

Scott Hollow Cave is a large multi
mile mega system. There is a lot of
cave with a great variety of passage to
see.

The program this month will be a short
12 minute video on topless caving in
Utah (slot canyons) by Dave Socky.

No matter where you go, what you do,
there is one part of Scott Hollow Cave
you cannot avoid. The section is the
Entrance Passage, which is a few thousand feet long and (as you go in) loses
a good amount of elevation. This
means that as you come out, you are
required to climb what seems to be a
mountain (known as “Drag Ass Hill”).
Remember, it’s good exercise.

Date & Time: Saturday, November 21,
2020. Meet at the Hanging Rock Orange Market at 8:30 am.

At this point, it is not know exactly
which part of the cave this trip will go
to, but no matter what you do, you will
see Mystic River, a large river passage
which goes for a long way both up and
down stream (most of the cave is upstream).

Leader: Doug Feller
Coordination: Susan Burr 540-989-5809
pondlady97@gmail.com
Requirements: Horizontal trip. Basic
caving gear. Intermediate cave trip.
Must be an NSS member or BRG member to go.

No matter what route is taken, this
should be a good, sporting horizontal
trip. Definitely bring your camera, because there is plenty of places to get a
good photo.

Former BRG member Kevin M. Johnson reappeared at the August meeting
after several decades and has re-joined
the grotto.
Know of a potential caver? Bring them
to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a
BRG activity, do lots of fun things with
the best cavers around ~

Cave Softly and Safely

$
0.00
$
0.00
$ 133.87
$2,947.90
$3,081.77

Long Cave Lists

maintained by Bob Gulden
USA Long & Deep, World Long &
Deep, & World Big Rooms
www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm

BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read
on the BRG webpage at:
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the
‘BRG Organization’ button.
NSS
Membership:
Would you like to join or
renew with the NSS?
See this link for details.
Outgoing BRG Officers: Thank You
to the outgoing Blue Ridge officers,
Susan Burr, Trish Geiger, Marian
McConnell, and David Socky. You put
in two years to keep BRG going, and the
last one has been a doozy!

Limits: 10 cavers.

Sixteen members and friends attended
the October 16, 2020 BRG Zoom Meeting. The September 18 in person meeting was attended five members plus two
guests. There was no program.

Cave Bucks
Conservation
Equipment
General
Total

Updates
Welcome back!
Kevin Johnson NSS # 36788
PO Box 21275
Roanoke, VA 24018
1111kmj@gmail.com
cell 540-589-0277

VOTE! Remember to vote for the BRG
slate of officers for 2020. Maybe one
day you will hold one of these offices,
and we can finally retire.
BRG “Christmas Party” is this Sunday.
Outside.
Dan & Marian
McConnell’s home, from 10a to 4p.
BYO snacks and drink and wear a mask
inside.
BRG Cave Owner Christmas
cards have arrived – they are gorgeous! Thank you, Marian McConnell
for getting the cards.
BRG Zoom meetings: Thank You to
Meredith H. Weberg, who set up the
BRG meetings through the NSS. We do
not have to limit our meeting time.
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Future BRG Meetings – Back to ZOOM November 2020 and Beyond… Until?
Hello, BRG Cavers. We have held our
meetings ‘both ways’ this past year. We
started out with the usual dinner meetings at Jersey Lily’s, then went to Zoom
meetings to maintain our social distancing then back to Jersey Lily’s, but the
attendance was too low.
Now, BRG meetings will be hosted as
virtual Zoom meetings. You can attend
via your computer or smart phone, or as
a phone conference (audio only). Future
BRG Zoom meetings will held as scheduled or until we can return to in-person
meetings.
See the Zoom information to the right
for scheduled meeting dates and times
plus links for downloading the Zoom
app and the link for the meeting. This
information will also be sent via email
before each meeting.
BRG has an excellent group of future
officers, who will continue to work together and offer meetings, cave trips,
and communication between members.
The CARBIDE DUMP Editors work
with the BRG Secretary, Treasurer and
Chair to publish minutes and send out
announcements in a timely fashion.
So, read your newsletter, visit the BRG,
VAR and NSS webpages, and read those
“CAVING” notices in your email. Use
your BRG Membership List, network
with your caver friends; and get outside
for fresh air – welcome to the ’new normal’.

Cave Softly & Safely

NSS Meetings is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.

Blue Ridge Grotto Virtual Zoom Meetings
Time: Every month on the Third Friday, until Apr 16, 2021, 6 occurrences, at
7:00 pm (Eastern Time - US and Canada)
• Nov 20, 2020 07:00 PM
• Dec 18, 2020 07:00 PM
• Jan 15, 2021 07:00 PM
• Feb 19, 2021 07:00 PM
• Mar 19, 2021 07:00 PM
• Apr 16, 2021 07:00 PM
Please download and import the following iCalendar (.ics) files to your calendar
system for the monthly BRG meeting by clicking on this link.
Join Zoom Meeting by clicking on the “Meeting Link”
Meeting ID: 812 6760 9234
Passcode: 517985

One tap mobile
+13017158592,,81267609234#,,,,,,0#,,517985# US (Germantown)
+13126266799,,81267609234#,,,,,,0#,,517985# US (Chicago)
Dial by your location
+1 301 715 8592 US (Germantown)
+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)
+1 929 436 2866 US (New York)
+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)
+1 669 900 6833 US (San Jose)
Meeting ID: 812 6760 9234
Passcode: 517985
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kcVUgLPME9

Looking for a good
foothold?
Brandon Phibbs acting
as a foothold for his
daughter, Kandyce, in
Porters cave during the
BRG Grotto trip on October 17, 2020.
Photo by Jeff Huffman

Salamander Cave For Sale
Giles County, VA

(email from Wil Orndorf)

Salamander Cave is over two miles long and over
300 feet deep. It is considered a very significant
cave. It’s location is off route 42 west of route 100,
almost in Bland County.

The rest of property and house is also pretty cool.
The house is Amish built.
Link to further information.
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Break out in Sweetwater!

Great Savannah Cave System - Maxwelton Sink Cave, WV
November 7, 2020 by
In early November, a group of six cavers
participated in a camp trip to the Sweetwater section of Maxwelton Sink Cave
in the Great Savannah Cave System.
There were two teams: Nick Socky, Eric
Pelkey, and Irina Tăbărană were on one
team while Dave Socky, Nikki Fox, and
Carl Amundson were on the other.

walk, and finally a walking passage.
And then it broke through the ceiling of
shale and opened up into a large trunk
passage! A hole up near the ceiling led
to another even larger trunk - going both
ways! The team surveyed a few shots
into each of the three trunks and then
checked to make sure they went. They
did - with air movement! All in all, they
surveyed around 1400 feet of virgin
cave.

The two teams entered on Friday evening, November 16, 2020 and were settled in the Retreat by midnight. Survey
commenced on Saturday in leads off
upstream Sweetwater. Dave, Nikki, and
Carl worked on remaining leads around
the Giants Playground while Nick, Eric,
and Irina surveyed tube leads off of upstream Sweetwater.

Everyone was really excited about the
find. It is well above Sweetwater and is
relatively dry. It may have flooded back
in 2016, but not since then. But if this
new section turns into miles of cave, it
will be a challenge to explore and survey. As Nick pointed out - “The Crawl
Master-900 is the worst crawl in the
whole cave!”

The big event for the day was when
Nick and company ended up working on
the Crawl Master-500, a crawling lead
they had left from the previous month’s
trip. The crawl continued and got worse.
A deep pool of muddy water had to be
traversed and then the hands and knees
crawl degenerated into a belly crawl. All
uphill. It continued for another 400 feet turning it into the Crawl Master-900!
But, eventually, it turned back into a
hands and knees crawl, then a stoop

The other team didn’t find anything
new, but between the two teams, over
2200 feet of new cave was surveyed.
Everyone was out by 4pm on Sunday,
Nov. 8. It was an exciting trip!
Eric Pelkey looking north in the
upper borehole passage.
Photo by Nick Socky

Eric Pelkey placing another station in the 2 foot tall,
20 foot wide Crawl Master. Photo by Nick Socky

Irina Tăbărană in virgin canyon,
with mud. Photo by Nick Socky
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A Journey Upstream

Great Savannah Cave System - Maxwelton Sink Cave, WV
October 16 - 18, 2020 by
Participants: Nikki Fox, Carl Amundson,
Nick Socky, Eric Pelkey
Chapter 1: Enter the Abyss
It was a cool mid-October evening. Nikki Fox and Carl Amundson had already
entered the cave early, say around 6:00
PM. Nick Socky met up with Eric
Pelkey at the preserve parking area right
at 9:00 PM as intended. As he stepped
out of the car, a cool chilly breeze bit at
his bare legs. Shorts were a poor choice.
The two greeted each other and then
donned their gear. With nearly no group
gear and unsure of a plan of any aid
climbing, their packs were light. Eric,
the magician of cave packing, had gotten
all of his extra clothes and food compressed into a large CurTec drum and
then into a 30 liter red GGG pack. Nick,
mildly envious of Eric’s skills, shouldered his half full 42 liter Landjoff pack
– he luckily did have a small 18 liter
pack at camp he could use. Leaves
crunched under their feet as they hiked
down the tilted roadway toward the
Scott Entrance of Maxwelton Sink Cave.
Once at the culvert, Nick threw open the
lid, clipped his pack to his harness and
started down the ladder into the Abyss.
The two cavers swiftly moved through
the dark passages. One, two, three ropes,
and then they were down in the historic
Cove Creek of Maxwelton. Cruising
along the meandering stream canyon,
they eventually reached the climb up
into the upper level by-pass to Cove
Creek. Up they climbed and on and on
they went. Eventually, the historic large
walking passage ran out and they
reached the CAT crawls. This was the
start of the crawling series that carried

them the rest of the way to Sweetwater
River. Luckily, it had been dry the past
two months for the most part so most of
the crawls were absent of their typical
wetness. The tacky mud still made for a
fun challenge of dragging your pack
though. Finally, they reached Sweetwater, and oh was it a welcome change
from all the crawling. Nick and Eric
splashed downstream for a short while
until they reached the last and final obstacle on the journey to camp: Covet
Creek. Taking a hard right away from
Sweetwater and up into a massive infeeder, they arrived at a nice waterfall.
Here they reassembled their vertical gear
and started to climb the seven ropes up
to camp.

tried to get a few more hours of sleep.

The last rope, Cousin-It-Pit, had a new
knot tied about 40 feet off the deck. Nikki and Carl had put this in on their trip in
because of a bad rub point. Passing a
knot going up the rope was no problem,
but it would be annoying in the morning
heading back down the rope series. Nick
followed Eric up the series and was last
at camp arriving right around 11:00 PM.
After being greeted by Nikki and Carl
they began to settle in. Stories and
laughter was shared until 1:00 AM and
then the four went to bed. They had decided that they would head upstream and
work on some mop-up and check other
leads.

“Nope, I heard nothing either,” Nikki
remarked.

Chapter 2: Noises in the Dark

“Yeah… I totally heard that too, Eric. It
sounded like it came from down passage,” Carl nodded toward the DeFault
Way - the passage that leads up to camp.
There was an uncomfortable silence that
went through the group.

Eric woke with a start in the night. Sitting up quickly and opening his eyes, the
only thing he saw was blackness. He
strained his ears if he could hear it again.
Something had made a
noise. His heart racing
fast, he waited and
waited. And then he
heard it! There it was
again. It sounded like
rock fall, but not quite.
It wasn’t rhythmic, but
it sounded the same.
Eric waited a bit longer trying to hear the
noise again but whatever it was had seemed
to have stopped. Eventually, he rolled over,
New Camp Lights with Carl, Eric, and Nikki
closed his eyes, and

9:20 AM rolled around much too quick
as Nick’s alarm went off. The team had
a big day ahead of them! Nick rolled out
of his sleeping bag and did his camp
morning ritual of turning on some relaxing music, getting the stove started for
coffee, and turning on the Christmas
lights he had brought into camp. Groggily, Eric sat up and frowned. He had not
slept that well the remaining hours because his mind kept racing as to what
that noise he had heard was. Eric asked
the group, “Did any of you guys hear
those noises last night?”
“Hmm, I didn’t hear anything… But I
also slept like a rock,” exclaimed Nick.

“Maybe you were having a really weird
dream or something?”
Eric pondered this for a little while.
Maybe he had been dreaming. But he
was fairly certain he was not crazy.
There was a loud yawn from the left side
of camp. Carl was waking up.
“What are you guys talking about?”
yawned Carl again.
“I heard some weird noises in the night.
It was like loud banging, it wasn’t quite
loud enough to be rock-fall,” Eric explained. Carl sat up and then straightened up a bit.

“Well, at least it’s nice to know I’m not
crazy!” remarked Eric. Everyone
laughed and the atmosphere became a
bit lighter. They all agreed that they
would keep an eye out for whatever
caused the noise, but they had bigger
cave fish to fry! They were going to survey some cave today.
The four cavers ate their breakfasts and
drank their morning beverages. Eventually the time they were most dreading
came. Loud exclamations echoed
(Continued on page 76)
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(McClungs continued from page 75)

tall sloping mud balcony. He could see
to the right that it continued and looked
like it had several other holes that reconnected back down the main river passage. He had noticed this at the ceiling
contact prior to this lead. To the left, the
mud room kept sloping up and it got
very close to the ceiling.

through the camp as they pulled on their
wet clothes and muddy over suits. With
the initial shock and discomfort subsiding, they packed their bags and prepared
to exit camp for the day. At the top of
Cousin-It-Pit, Nick and Eric fed all the
extra rope through the rigging to see if
they could get the bad spot on the rope
at the bottom. Luckily, it worked!
As Nick rappelled down, he was able to
untie the alpine butterfly 5 ft. off the
ground. The rope will still need to be
replaced, but it was a lot less of a nuisance at this point.

Eric followed Nick on down, with Nikki
and Carl not too far behind. After two
more rope pads were placed on the 5th
and 2nd rope of the series, the crew took
off their vertical gear and caved on
down the rest of the way to Sweetwater
to continue their journey upstream.
Chapter 3: This is the Way
No one has been upstream in such a
long time. The last camp trip that had
ventured upstream was the crew that had
surveyed the end of Der Autobahn. This
was over two years ago in August 2018.
Passing the entrance to Sweetwater from
the Historic Maxwelton, Eric grabbed
the wonder bar located there, and then
the team began the low crawl over the
large cobbles. Popping up into the larger
trunk, Eric immediately had to start digging some new steps, previous floods
over the past two years had filled in the
old foot holds and it was quite slippery.

A combination of disappointment and
curiosity struck Nick. It appeared that it
was just a mud plug, but he had to
check. Just to be sure. This was the way
of a project caver – to check EVERY
hole until it was a definitive ‘too tight’
or ‘too low’. As he approached the end,
he saw that it actually looked like it kept
going. He crawled up into a small 4 ft.
wide and 1 ft. tall hole. There was air
moving out of it, too! Excited he
crawled in and it opened up into a 2 ft.
tall 3 ft. wide tunnel with a few pools of
water and heading north east. It actually
went! He crawled back down and reported his find. Eric had already climbed up
into the mud alcove. As Nick moved out
of the way to talk with Nikki and Carl,
Eric poked into the hole and confirmed
the lead.
“Yeah, there is a slight bit of air here.
Nick, want to ask Nikki if there are any
possible side leads upstream that might
tie into this?”

76
“Hey Nikki! Can you go and look for
side leads upstream – see if you see Eric’s light? And Carl, can you try and
find a survey station?”
“Yep, I’ll go check now!”

“Sure thing!”
Nikki ran up ahead and Carl started
looking for a station. Sadly, he did not
find anything nearby. Nikki reported that
she had not found any additional side
leads. Eric slid back out. He and Nick
then slide back down the main shoot to
river level.
“Well, this is a good lead! But we can’t
really find a spot to tie into,” said Nick
“Let’s just take good note of this and
look at a map and see if we can figure
out where to tie in next time,” Nikki
suggested.
The group nodded in agreement and
decided to keep moving upstream. Luckily! USA17 was found only about 100 ft.
away from the lead, so they now had a
tie-in! But the team decided they still
wanted to survey their main goals upstream. They pushed forward.
They traversed across Carl’s Swimming
Hole – a deep pool which Carl had fallen
into a few years back. The cave opens
up greatly beyond this point to a large
wide canyon with mud mountain bypass up on the right with the river meandering over to the left.
Following the partially filled in footprints, they eventually reached a second
mud overflow tube.

The process of hiking over mud mountains, climbing through breakdown, river walking, and cobble crawled persisted
for a while. Another long low cobble
crawl produced several grumbles of
discontent. But after that, the passage
became friendlier with minimal crawling. After about an hour and half from
leaving camp, Nick spotted an upsloping lead.

“This is it!” said Nick excitedly. They
had reached their first survey destination. This overflow mud tube was a
large, yet short borehole section. As
Nick scurried around in the tube to
check for side leads and how he wanted
to sketch this section, Carl began looking for a station to tie into.

“Hey, Nikki – has anyone checked up
there?” as Nick pointed and nodded his
light beam up into the high lead on the
right.

“Yep, that sounds about right,” agreed
Nikki, who was pulling out her book to
draw cross- sections. Nick was walking
back from up passage.

“Nope, I don’t think so.”

“I found our tie in. It’s station HNS20
over on the left on a breakdown block.
Also I’d like to survey up high to the
right,” Nick pointed. “It’s a small loop
and it would really help with getting the
detail of this tube done, and make the
designation VLK.”

“I found a station down here to tie into!
HNS11? Does that sound right?”

“Alright, I’m going to climb up there
and check,” exclaimed Nick as he started his way up the mud shoot.
After a slightly awkward climb that had
sloppy mud oozing down a channel, he
popped up into a 30 foot wide, 10 foot

Eric in Carl’s Swimming Hole

(Continued on page 77)
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the next station. Nikki and Nick pulled
out their books ready
to record numbers.
Nick, who had been
sketching at a scale
of 1 inch to 50 feet,
was having a bit of a
time getting the
sketch to resemble
the cave. The area
they were surveying
on average was
about 2-3 feet tall
Nikki and Eric in mop-up mud overflow tube
and over 50 feet
wide in places. There
(Continued from page 76)
was also a section where the meander
“You got it Babe,” said Eric, who was
seemed to break into several additional
running point. And so they began surloops. Frustrated, Nick crawled ahead
veying. And long shots they had! 43
and called out to Carl.
feet, 21 feet, 58 feet – the footage was
“Hey Carl, can you shoot the disto from
adding up! And sure enough, after less
that station you are at to that corner right
than an hour of survey they had tied into
there?”
the HNS20 and were done. This overflow passage, which had been the way
“Right here?” asked Carl as he pointed
for travel the past few years, was now
his laser at an edge of a turn where the
complete and it had yielded a surprising
passage split.
350 feet of passage too! Packing their
“Yeah! Perfect!” said Nick as he pulled
bags and quite pleased with themselves,
out his book, preparing to record addithe crew headed upstream to their next
tional numbers.
lead.
Getting the corner details of the turns
really helped define what the passage
Chapter 4: The Meanderthals
One of the most notable things about
upstream Sweetwater that the group had
forgotten about was the shale. Everyone
was slipping and sliding everywhere.
Luckily, most of the deep water was
downstream, so no one risked slipping
and getting submerged, but it was still
treacherous passage. They passed the
Easter Island Head Rock – a massive
breakdown blocked shaped remarkably
like a Moai.

was doing. Nick recorded the numbers
and was quite pleased with how the
sketch was shaping up. They would have
to come back and continue these leads
once they do this first cut around.
“What is that smell?!” gagged Nikki.

“There is a dead thing in this pool up
here,” grimaced Eric.
“Well that’s pretty gross,” remarked
Carl. “Luckily, it looks like you can
mostly avoid the pool there.”
As they crawled ahead, avoiding the
nasty pool. Eric found the tie in station,
and they relayed the numbers back to
Nick.
Standing up and stretching, he began
sketching the rest of the passage that had
not been sketched prior.
“So how do we want to survey the rest
of this meander?” asked Eric.
“How about we set up some shots where
we can go upstream and downstream
after we survey down that one lead?”
Carl suggested. “Nikki, if you could go
back to CST5 and set up a station to
survey that leg, that would be great.
“Well, first let’s get the middle leg and
upper loop done,” said Nick. “It would
really help fill out my sketch there first,
and I have the walls drawn in for the
upstream section tie in.”
“Sounds good!”

“Let’s do it!”
Nikki, Carl, and Eric went around back
through the short canyon instead of
crawling back through their survey. As
Nick packed up his book, he saw a small
hole leading back toward where they had
surveyed. He followed the passage and
slid down the hole and sure enough, it
dumped him right back into the low cobble crawl.

Nick continuing is routine of checking
every hole easily accessible to the
stream passage, sure enough found another mud tube lead.

“Damn. Another cut around. And it
should be surveyed,” said Nick quietly
to himself. “Hey Eric! Carl! I hate to do
this but I found another cut around we
need to survey.”

“Hey guys! We should survey this today
if we still have time,” said Nick as he
crawled back out of the wised low passage. “I didn’t find an end and it keeps
going. It seems to go up hill as well.”

And soon enough they reached their
second survey destination. It was another larger meander in the river, but instead of the low crawls being surveyed
previously, a short cut through a small
canyon section had been surveyed and
used for travel. Carl quickly found a
station and Eric crawled on ahead to set
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“Are you serious?! That is ridiculous!
Why are there so many cut arounds in
this area?” grumbled Eric.

Eric was about to crawl down toward the
hole that Nick had originally suggested
doing first, when Nick had called out.
Changing his course, he was amazed and
annoyed at this passage and how low
and mazy it actually was.
Moai shaped rock in upstream Sweetwater

(Continued on page 78)
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“If the entire cave was like this passage,
it would be like 100 miles long.”
“If only!” laughed Carl.
Carl was arriving at station VLK6 to
shoot to Eric. His knees were aching
from all the crawling in this area, but he
was quite pleased about the amount of
footage they were getting in this one
spot. “How much footage are we at right
now, Nick?”
“Hmmm, let me add it up…,” said Nick
as he pulled out his phone and subsequent calculator. “Looks like about 515
feet so far! Looks like we might get over
700 feet in this meander alone with what
is left.”
Carl and Eric began taking shots and
sending Nick the numbers. As he was
sketching Nikki crawled up behind him.
She had been sketching a cross-section
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back at the start of this area and prepping for the tie in station from the
stream. Finishing up the small loop, the
four moved backward into the side lead
that took them back to the stream.

“I think I’m going to call this place ‘The
Meanderthals’. There are meanders in
meanders in this area and we are all
crawling around or stooping around like
our ancestors,” said Nick.

The passage became much more
cramped here and as they surveyed
along, it also got low. Eric had to place a
station right where the ceiling dropped
and made two stations that could shoot
low upstream and downstream. Eric then
crawled back around to the upstream
side to make stations from that side. He
would have had to get very wet to keep
pushing forward though the stream from
the intersection. Once on the other side,
he and Carl made quick work of finishing that loop. Nick sketched this branch
of the loop, then followed Nikki around
back to the start to survey the secondary
loop.

“This area does need a name for sure!”
laughed Nikki.
She had gone over to the far wall and
made a station. Not wanting to crawl
upstream into the water, she waited for
Eric and Carl to make their way back
towards her to do the final tie in shot. As
Eric and Carl shouted from upstream,
Nick recorded the numbers and continued sketching. And soon enough, the last
tie-in was made - the loop closure was
good.
“It’s only 7:00 PM. Let’s go back and
survey that mud tube! I bet we can get a
couple hundred feet out of it,” said Nick.
To be continued next month

Since the BRG Grotto trip in October was to Porters Cave, VA, Marian McConnell thought this old newspaper article would be interesting. To quote Marian: “I was contacted by Larry Johnson who caved with the Roanoke College group back in the 50's... he
went in Murder Hole, but was also in a rescue at Porter's Cave in May 1957. They called it Anderson's Cave since that was the
owner's name at the time.
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8/22: Greenbrier Poor Farm Cave, WV.
By Susan Burr: Mystik Miller –Leader,
Lauren Appel, Nick Schmalenberger,
Brandon Phibbs, and Susan Burr. Our
objective was to do the right side of the
cave first since we couldn't do it the last
time due to flooding. Mystik actually
walked across the pit up high on the right
side & 1 or 2 others followed her. I went
down the tight hole. We got back to the
pretties in the back & spent a lot of time
taking pics. It is beautiful there. As we got
back to the entrance area Mystik suggested doing the left side loop backwards. We
climbed up the rock wall at the entrance,
which was a bit more challenging than
going down. I still hate sliding along that
exposed ledge, not matter which direction.
I must say doing the loop backward isn't
as fun as far as seeing the formations. I
did take them over/through the tight flowstone section to explore around back there.
It was a nice trip & I got a lot of nice pics.
I used my new camera for the first time &
learned I need to work on lighting.
9/12: Piercys Mill Cave, WV. By Susan
Burr: Mystik Miller- Leader, Sam Stoker
(Mystik's boyfriend), Doug Feller, Lauren
Appel, Jeff Huffman, Nick Schmalenberger, and Susan Burr. This was a pick
up trip. We wanted to do Piercys, Piercys
Mill & Piercys Mill Annex before the WV
cave closures for bats. We found out
Piercys Cave closed on September 1st, so
that was a no go! First thing we noticed
when we got out of the car was the mosquitoes! OMG, there were thousands!!!
We couldn't get dressed fast enough & get
to the cave. The water levels were not bad,
but higher than the last time Doug & I
were in there in 2012. The exciting part
was all the rimpools. I loved the rimpools

last time, but most were empty. This year
most were full. They were beautiful!!! Our
pictures don't do them justice. It was a lot of
walking in the stream to get to the pretties,
but worth it. This cave has some really nice
formations. We did however have to do get
through some tight awkward areas & do
some crawling. Hope to get back again
sometime next year. On the way out some of
the group opted go into Piercys Mill Annex.
I did not! I went last time & we saw got 1-2
small rooms. Apparently it goes further. I
may have to duck in & check it out further
next time.
9/12: Piercys Mill Annex, WV. By Lauren
Appel. Nick Schmalenberger, Jeff Huffman,
Mystik Miller, Sam Stoker, and Lauren Appel did the quick Piercy’s Mill Annex Cave
which involved crawling through the creek
to enter the cave and exploring the few small
offshoots from the main passage. There were
some small formations as well.
10/19: Undisclosed Cave, VA. Participants
included David Socky, Bob Alderson,
Yvonne Droms, Mark Minton. Mark and
Bob bolted while Vonnie belayed. Bob and I
surveyed while Mark bolted. This was in the
Air Acclivity Dig. Unfortunately, the top of
the bolt climb did not go. It was surmised
that the air movement we detected was just
recirculating air. Somewhat disappointing,
but we did get 157 feet of survey from the
climb.
10/24: McClungs Cave, WV. Team 1 was
David Socky, Bob Alderson, and Wayne
Perkins. Team 2 was Nick Socky, Chris
Coates, Eric Steinberg. Team 3 was Jake
Cramer and Tommy Cleckner. Team 4 was
Nikki Fox, Alex Faunce, and David Smallwood. We surveyed a total of 3660 feet between the 4 teams. We surveyed and finished

November 2020, V55, #9

most of Big Muddy/Little Muddy. There
are a few small leads left - mostly digs.
10/29: Butler Cave, VA. Participants
included David Socky, Mark Hodge,
Amos Mincin, and Keith Sweeny. We
moved 47 bucket loads from dig face. It
was a rainy drive up and when we went in,
but it was partly cloudy when coming out.
Fun, short trip of 4.6 hours.

11/3: Lowmoor Cave, VA. Participants
included David Socky, Bob Alderson, and
Bill Koerschner. We surveyed an isolated
mine section plus three small nearby
caves. We named the caves "Election Day
Cave #1, #2, and #3". We then surveyed a
lead in Lowmoor that was off the mine.
The lead was accessed by putting in nails
to get across a pit. the lead only went an
extra 40 feet or so before it ended decisively in a narrow slot that was only 4
inches wide. It was a great 8-hour day
with a total survey of 684 feet.
11/7: Maxwelton Cave, WV. Participants
included David Socky, Nikki Fox, and
Carl Amundson on Team 1. Nick Socky,
Eric Pelkey, and Irina Tăbărană on Team
2. This was a camp trip where we went in
Friday evening and came out Sunday afternoon. It was a 12 to 14 hour day on
Saturday with a lot accomplished. Our
team did clean up around the Giants Playground in upstream Sweetwater. But the
other team had a lot more exciting trip.
The Crawl Master went from a 500 foot
long crawl to a 900 foot long crawl, but it
broke out into large trunk passage, well
above Sweetwater. They found three large
passages with good air. They only
scooped 400 feet or so to make sure the
passages went. Team two surveyed over
1420 feet. Our team got 680 feet for a
total of 2100 feet of survey.

PAY YER 2021 DUES!!
It's that time ➢

2021 BRG dues are $10.00 for regular or associate members,
$5.00 for additional family members. Discount for members
under 18. Subscriber fee is $10.00 per person.

➢

Make checks to Blue Ridge Grotto.

➢

If you mail in your dues, please include a piece of paper with
your current address, phones, email, NSS number (and NSS
expiration month), and primary grotto affiliation.

Pay your dues by mail. Send dues
to:
David Socky, BRG Treasurer
6572 Woodbrook Dr
Roanoke, VA 24018
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2020 ELECTION INFORMATION
The November meeting is always extremely busy and well attended, 'cause November 20 is the evening BRG officers are elected
for the next year. Whether you want to run for office or railroad your caving buddies, a few basic rules must be followed, as
described in the BRG constitution & bylaws:
1) Voting - in order to vote, you must be an active (paid up) NSS member and a BRG member: aka Regular or Regular Family
grotto member status.
2) Candidates - to be an eligible candidate for office, you must be an active NSS member AND have been a BRG member for at
least one year.
3) Term of Office - for one year, ending in November. No officer can hold the same office for more than two years in a row.
Elected officers are expected to attend all meetings, or be impeached and executed by the grotto.
BRG NOMINATIONS FOR NOVEMBER ELECTIONS
The following candidates fulfill all BRG qualifications and have been nominated for grotto office.
Chair:
Vice Chair:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Marian McConnell
Lauren Appel
Mary Sue Socky
David Socky

NSS # 37358
NSS # 69253
NSS # 24206
NSS # 16334

Nominations will remain open until elections on November 20, 2020. Even if you prefer not to run for office, VOTE!
If you can't make it to the Zoom meeting, please be sure to fill out the absentee ballot (below) and mail it ASAP so it will get to
Roanoke before November 20, 2020 to. You can also email a ballot to the email address listed below:

Mary Sue Socky
6572 Woodbrook Dr
Roanoke, VA 24018
sockymss@cox.net

Handy Dandy BRG Absentee Ballot

Chair:

⚫

Vice-chair:

⚫

Secretary:

⚫

Treasurer:

⚫

Submitted by:

⚫

(Your name)

(NSS Number)

