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CANCELLED due to COVID-19
July 11-12: WVACS Classic at the
WVACS field station in Renick, WV
July 20-25: WVACS pre-Convention
Camp 2020 at the WVACS field station
in Renick, WV.
Aug 28-Sept 1: OTR, Daily, WV.
Fall 2020: Fall VAR
Oct. 17: Bridge Day, Fayetteville WV.
Fall 2020: ER-NCRC Orientation to
Cave Rescue class, Martinsburg, WV.
ON SCHEDULE or RESCHEDULED
July 17: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey
Lily’s Roadhouse, 1650 Braeburn Dr.
Salem, VA 24153.
July 27-31: VIRTUAL NSS Convention. Please see the website: https://
nsscon2020.org

Aug 21: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey
Lily’s Roadhouse, 1650 Braeburn Dr.
Salem, VA 24153.
Aug 17-21: UNESCO Karst 2020,
ONLINE Western Kentucky University,
Bowling Green, KY. See https://
unescokarst2020.com/ for info.
(Rescheduled)
Sept 18: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey
Lily’s Roadhouse, 1650 Braeburn Dr.
Salem, VA 24153.
Oct 16: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey
Lily’s Roadhouse, 1650 Braeburn Dr.
Salem, VA 24153.
Oct 29-31: SERA Cave Carnival,
Camp Tubb, Rock Island, TN. See
http://bit.ly/SERA2020 (Rescheduled)
Fall 2020: Karst-o-Rama, Great Saltpetre Preserve, Mt. Vernon, KY; see
http://karstorama.com/ (Rescheduled)
Spring 2021: Spring MAR/VAR at
Grand Caverns, Grottoes, VA. Hosted
by 7 Valleys Grotto and Charlottesville

Grotto. (Rescheduled)
June 28- July 2, 2021: NSS Convention, in Weed, CA. See the website:
http://nss2021.caves.org/
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The July 17, 2020 meeting of the
Blue Ridge Grotto will be held at:
Jersey Lily's Roadhouse 1650 Braeburn Dr, Salem, VA 24153.
This will be the first physical meeting since the pandemic, so please
don not come if you are feeling sick.
If you do attend, please adhere to
social distancing and use a face
mask when appropriate.
The Grotto program for the evening is
to be determined.

The July grotto trip is TBA

Treasure's Report
6/16/2020
Cave Bucks
Conservation
Equipment
General
Total

$
0.00
$
0.00
$ 133.87
$3,006.03
$3,139.90

12 members and guests attended the
June 19, 2020 BRG ZOOM meeting.
Note: Jeff Huffman (on vacation)
dropped in briefly to say “Hi” and
vote on future meetings. Guest Sharron Vass had audio problems; was
finally able to join the meeting.
There were no membership proposals.
The second BRG ZOOM meeting
went OK. All business was taken care
of in the 40-minute time allotment.
Know of a potential caver? Bring them
to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a
BRG activity, do lots of fun things
with the best cavers around ~

Cave Softly and Safely
Updates
Bob Alderson - 540-427-6071

BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read
on the BRG webpage at:
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the
‘BRG Organization’ button.
NSS Membership:
Would you like to join
or renew with the NSS?
See this link for details.
Future BRG Meetings
Hello, BRG Cavers. We have held our
meetings ‘both ways’ this past year. We
started out with the usual dinner meetings at Jersey Lily’s, then went to
ZOOM meetings to maintain our social
distancing.
Now, beginning with July 17, 2020,
BRG will return to in-person dinner
meetings at Jersey Lily’s in Salem VA,
6:30p, on the 3rd Friday of each month.
Some folks couldn’t ZOOM, and some
folks prefer not to eat indoors in a group
setting. Oh well. Those are our options
for now. Wherever you are parking
yourself these days, thank you for your
support! BRG has an excellent group of
officers, who have continued to work
together and offer meetings, cave trips,
and communication between members.
The CARBIDE DUMP Editors work
with the BRG Secretary, Treasurer and
Chair to publish minutes and send out
announcements in a timely fashion. So,
read your newsletter, visit the BRG,
VAR and NSS webpages, and read those
“CAVING” notices in your email. Use
your BRG Membership List, network
with your caver friends; and get outside
for fresh air – follow that cool, sweet
cave air if you dare!
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2020 VIRTUAL
NSS Convention
July 27 through 31, 2020

(from April/May 2020
NSS-IO Newsletter)
The in-person convention in Elkins,
West Virginia has been postponed to the
summer of 2023:
As most of us already know, and if not,
already assumed, the convention has
been moved online this year due to the
public health recommendations. The
next in-person convention will be in
Weed, CA in the summer of 2021.
The Virtual Convention marches on!
The 2020 NSS Convention staff are offering many elements of convention as
virtual events, free of charge!
These include the Cartographic Salon,
Cave Ballad Salon, Graphic Arts Salon,
Photography Salon, Symbolic Emblems
Salon, T-Shirt Salon, and Video Salon,
as well as the Communications and
Electronics Section and Vertical Section
meetings.
There will also be a number of presentations from West Virginia Exploration,
United States Exploration, International
Exploration, and more!
The Fine Arts Salon folks are planning a
special offering that is sure to please.
Finally, the Thursday night Awards Salon and Friday Awards show will continue as scheduled via online offerings.
If you have not been to an NSS convention before, this is great opportunity to
sample some of the convention activities
without the cost of travel. For all the
information on this virtual convention,
and to find a schedule of events, go to
the 2020 NSS Convention website at
https://nsscon2020.org/

Long Cave Lists

maintained by Bob Gulden
USA Long & Deep, World Long &
Deep, & World Big Rooms
www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm
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FLOWERS FOR ALBERT
By Mary Sue Socky

BRG Mystery (“Pure Fluff” series.
No caves, but lots of cavers.)
The phone rang. “$#)&&!!@..??? !!
##$$% !WEEDS!!!” was all I could
understand. (see? The air turned blue!)
It was Al Stewart. Evidently someone
had sent him a pretty vase of nice flowers. An attached card said, “Thinking
of You, from Blue Ridge Grotto”.
Al immediately assumed they were from
me. Uh, NO.

I know Al is a “beer, duct tape and a
rude/funny card” kind of guy.
But the flowers had an effect – Al was
up and accusing and swinging umbrage
near and far. He was concerned that the
flowers would drop their petals in the air
register and mess up his HVAC.
I assured him cut flowers lasted longer
than five minutes, and, since we had a
grotto meeting the other night, I already
had a list of 15 likely suspects. Time to
narrow things down:
WHO in BRG is considerate and
thoughtful enough to have done this
kind gesture out of their own pocket? I
ruled out all guys at the meeting. None

of them seem the type to send flowers.
Nicole Gulden and Lauren Appel do not
know Al. Susan Burr, as grotto Chair,
would tell the grotto treasurer to send
flowers.

solved. But then, I thought that every
time I called someone! Al’s patience
can last only so long.

Phone calls and emails to the remaining
suspects began. S-L-O-W-L-Y. On the
pretense of “how are you?”

???(did I get everyone’s name? People
love to see their names in print! Part of
that 15 minutes of fame.)

Marian McConnell assured me she had
not sent the flowers. But she had called
Al a while back. Meredith Weberg (who
had been on the BRG ZOOM meeting)
also denied involvement. But she wanted
to start sending Al flowers every few
weeks. Trish Geiger – no way. Cyndi
Hutchison denied sending flowers. Jen
Suggs – no. Lynn Ott – nope! Karen
Kastning – not me.

Caving 2020

Return to the suspect list. What if it was
NOT someone who attended the meeting? It couldn’t be a guy -guys don’t
send guys flowers. (At least, most caver
guys…) But if they did, who in BRG
has shown concern for Al? (Keith Goggin, Carl Cornett, and everyone I had
called….). Carl Cornett – no, but can Al
have visitors? Keith Goggin – never
replied.
I think the mystery is close to being

Let me know what you think!

As mentioned last month, if you are healthy
(98/100%) and you accept the possible risks
of becoming infected with COVID-19 during
a cave trip, then YOU make the decision if a
cave trip is for you. (Kind of like cave diving;
be healthy, clear-headed and expect/prepare
for the worst outcome - is it worth the risk?)
Caving has not gone away since March 2020.
However, there is a “New Normal”. Most
(but not all) area show caves have reopened,
with smaller tour sizes and other restrictions.
Call the tour cave you are interested in visiting to find their new hours and schedule a
guided tour.
Organized sport caving has been on hiatus.
However:

• Cave scientists, cave surveyors have quiet-

NSS 2020 Virtual Convention
and the
NSS Vertical Section SESSION 2020
By Gene Harrison
ER-NCRC Team and Cavers!
As you likely know, the NSS2020 convention has been canceled!
But, like a Good ZombieBat, it has arisen as
a Virtual Convention!
Yep, you can participate remotely from the
comfort of your own BatCaves! And did I
mention that it is now FREE??
Just flap over to the BatSite for schedule
clues....
nsscon2020.org
nsscon2020.org/schedule/
You also don't want to miss these exciting
events:
➢ West Virginia Exploration, Monday

July 27th, 1200ET (prerecorded)

➢ NSS Vertical Section Meeting and

Presentations - Tues July 28th, 1800ET
(LIVE!). (Yeah, guess who is Host! ;-).
(Special Info for vertical and riggers...)
➢ US and International Exploration, Tues-

day July 27th and Wednesday July 28,
1200ET (prerecorded)

➢ Thursday night NSS Awards Salon,

Thursday July 29. See who wins what in
the all of the NSS Salons!
(prerecorded)

➢ NSS Awards Presentation, Friday July

31st, 1900ET (prerecorded) (Always
awesome!)

CU there!
Gene :)
Gene Harrison
NSS-9268
Chair, NSS Vertical Section
bats@starpower.net

ly continued their projects. These are
often slower-paced, LONG, extreme trips.

• If you want to learn how to cave survey
(Project Caving), contact

 Dave Socky sockydr@cox.net or
 Nick Socky sockynss@vt.edu or any
WVACS member.

• If you would like to participate in cave
conservation projects, contact

 Meredith Weberg

merecaver@yahoo.com (VAR Conservation Chair).

• Every grotto has a core of active cavers.

Seek them out! There might not be an
official grotto trip, but there will be caving. Or ridge walking. Or hiking/kayaking
a water-filled pass or gorge. Or vertical
ropework. Or…

 Or, YOU plan an outing, and invite
grotto members to attend.

Thanks!
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Patton Cave, WV
Article and photos by Susan Burr
June 27, 2020
Participants: Jeff Huffman & Bill
Walker- leaders, Susan Burr, Trish Geiger, Nick Schmalenberger, Sharron
Vass, and Chuck Vass.
Doug Feller was originally going to be
our leader. Friday night he called me to
let me know his helper may have been
exposed to COVID-19, so he felt he
should stay home. This left us in a bind
since I can't read a cave map & I was the

only one left who had ever been to
the cave before. The last time I
was there was back in 2014. I sent
Jeff an email of the map & he
agreed to be our leader with the
help of Bill Walker. We never did
find the only room I actually remembered in the cave, the Football
Room. We will have to go back
with Doug sometime to find that!
We did see several nicely decorated areas. We had a good 3 hours &
45-minute cave trip.

Trish Geiger

Chuck and Sharron Vass

Bill Walker

Rimstone pools and flowstone

L-R: Chuck Vass, Sharron Vass, Bill Walker,
Trish Geiger, and Nick Schmalenberger
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GSCS - Maxwelton Trip Report

Covert Creek Tilted Tunnel & Gremlin Falls
June 5-7, 2020 by
Participants — Nikki Fox, Dave
Socky and Nick Socky

Nick immediately went to the first drop
to start perma-rigging it. Dave and I decided to pick a different survey designation, as not to confuse the two areas in
lower Covert Creek. This time it was
FIH and we tied into ITM9. The sculpted passage is really beautiful, with deep
potholes (ranging from 1 foot to 2.5 feet
deep), black holy chert, flowstone and
several climbdowns with waterfalls.
Between stations FIH2 and FIH3, the
ceiling broke wide open into an upper
level. Nick said that he could see our
lights above when Dave and I first started the survey.

Friday
We met at the cave entrance at 7 p.m. in
an air of excitement, as this was the first
camp trip since February. Planned trips
from then until now were cancelled due
to the Covid-19 pandemic. Looking
back, most of the trips wouldn’t have
happened anyway since the Greenbrier’s
spring was rather wet.
There was a lot of gear to haul in the for
the three of us. I took 140 feet of 11mm
to use on a cascade series in lower Covert Creek. There was also carbide, drill
batteries, hardware, camp fuel, candles,
survey gear and personal gear to haul in.
Once we reached Cove Creek in Maxwelton proper, we were relieved to see
the water wasn’t too high and that there
wasn’t much sediment in it from Thursday’s rain. The Foxhole was nearly dried
out, with only 3 inches of water. The
PIE Passage had also dried out, with no
Glove Dip and no Vanishing Lake.
However, the Pado Mojado at the end of
West Walnuts Way was high. I went
through first dragging my pack through
the water, knowing that the rope would
soak up a lot of weight, as the shoreline
that you can usually keep your pack on
was underwater. On the other side, I
found that a mud bank had collapsed and
sealed our drainage route. I worked on
digging it open again as the others waited for the water to come down. Once the
flood gate was open again, the water
dropped a couple of inches in 5 minutes.

Nick Socky. Photo by Nikki Fox
there would be a pulse of water it would
happen while we were asleep or on Saturday. At Cousin It Pit, Nick placed a
rope pad at the top. We made it to camp
in 4.5 hours.

Saturday

After organizing gear, we left camp at
11:30 a.m. First on our list to do was to
lower the rope on Cousin It Pit, as it was
starting to exhibit wear on a couple of
the rub spots. Then we went down the
20-foot drop and followed Covert Creek
downstream, to bolt a 10-foot waterfall.
Nick started this task while Dave and I
started to sketch. He did the plan view
and shot frontsights while I sketched the
Sweetwater River was slightly higher
profiles and cross sections while on
than normal. But nothing to be too conpoint and backsights. I climbed up the
cerned about. If, and that’s a big IF,
saddle to ITM10, where we
tied our survey into. Our designation was WAF. We only
shot 2 stations when on Nick’s
second bolt, he broke his drill
bit. No worries, I had a backup bit! Nick rigged the rope
and we decided to go towards
the cascades of Covert Creek,
on the other side of the saddle,
to continue our bolting mission.
Nick Socky & Nikki Fox. Photo by Dave Socky

A little over 80 feet into the passage,
around FIH4, Nick sought us out in annoyance. He was having a really hard
time drilling holes with my bit. Apparently it was pretty worn out. On his first
bolt, the nut was damaged ( the threads
were ruined) from wailing on the bolt so
hard and it wouldn’t tighten down all the
way. So we had a spinner. I assisted him
on the second bolt, which he was able to
tighten down securely. While Nick
worked on the third bolt, on the edge of
a 20-foot waterfall, I returned to Dave to
continue survey. After a few minutes
Nick returned with more bad news: he
had accidentally dropped the wrench
(Continued on page 51)

Dave Socky. Photo by Nikki Fox
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down the pit. He was done. He cut off a
piece of the 140-foot 11mm rope to replace a 10-foot drop in the Covert Creek
7-rope series that had a butterfly knot in
it isolating a core shot. Dave and I finished the survey up to the first drop,
totaling a little over 100 feet. The entire
cascade passage now bears the name of
Gremlin Falls.
We decided to carry on the WAF survey
and rappel the newly-bolted drop. At the
bottom of the waterfall (WAF3), we
were in the same black chert defining
the lower Covert Creek area and Gremlin Falls. There was a mud hill heading
southeast. At the top (WAF5) it leveled
out and went for 40 feet before reaching
a formation choke with air blowing out
of it.
We then went into a small crawlway
heading southwest (WAF10). The passage was very muddy; it was fresh mud
from recent flooding. After 150 feet and
some zig-zagging, we encountered a
false floor comprised of the same black
chert. At WAF 20 the passaged opened
up, with it dipping downwards following
a fault. The passage was stair-stepping
down at a 30-degree angle. Between
stations WAF22 and WAF23 we came
to the first notable drop of 8 feet. Nick
and I worked on dislodging large breakdown blocks, pushing them over the
edge to make steps to climb back up.
Within 25 feet we came to another drop,
this one not so easily negotiable — it
was 13 feet. We needed working bolting
gear and since we didn’t have that we
decided to work on one more thing before heading back to The Retreat. But
more importantly, Nick named this awesome new passage The Tilted Tunnel!

The Carbide Dump
At the top of Cousin It Pit
is a 25 to 30-foot tall flowstone wall and there’s a
black hole at the top. Nick
has been eyeing this lead
for years and decided to
take a stab at it using nails
since we had no wrench.
He put in three and got
about 15 feet off the
ground before deciding it
was too high to continue
with a risk of falling, unprotected, on nail footholds.
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Dave Socky. Photo by Nikki Fox

We had a grueling 5-minute trek back to
camp. While the guys went on a water
run, I worked on the latrine. Skrillex’s
hole has now been covered and a new,
deep hole dug open. However, wag-bags
are still encouraged.

The numbers:

We nerded out at camp with notes, trying to figure out where The Tilted Tunnel was going and how deep we had
traveled between The Retreat and base
level of Sweetwater River. Only with
more exploration will we be able to truly
know where this passage goes.

Leads Killed:

Sunday
We woke up around 9 a.m. and had the
usual milling about. Dave left camp early, as to get a head start on us youngsters. Nick and I left 30 minutes behind
him and caught up with him at the first
rope in Maxwelton proper. Nick and I
had a great, uneventful 3.5 hour exit.

28 stations
469.8 feet
43 hours underground

1. Downstream Covert Creek below the 20-foot dome

Leads Generated:
1. Formation-filled passage with
blowing air needing technical
persuasion (WAF8)
2. Continuation of The Tilted Tunnel (WAF23)

It was sure good to be back in Sweetwater!!!

Nikki Fox & Dave Socky. Photo by Nick Socky

Nikki Fox. Photo by Nick Socky
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5/2: Maxwelton Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Nick
Socky, Bill Koerschner. Just a short
trip back to the long cobble crawl that
Nick had pushed earlier this year.
This was the first trip after the
COVID-19 pandemic with the lock
down, stay at home orders. Anyway,
we made it back to the tight spot and
dug. We didn’t make it all the way
through because it was really wet.

5/6: Cindy's Cave & Dig, WV. Participants included David Socky, Nick
Socky, and Cooper Pierson. Surveyed
a 200-foot new cave with more left
still to do. It got too tight for Dave.
Then dug for a few hours at another
hole, but will need chemical persuasion to get into the room. It has air.
5/9: Windy Mouth, WV. Participants
included David Socky, Nick Socky,
Bill Koerschner. A short trip to
Windy Mouth where we went back to
the GA survey in the Dusty Gypsum
Crawls, which are accessed to the
right at Peanut Butter Junction. It was
a nice 8-hour trip that got us 465 feet
of survey.
5/16: McClungs Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, David
Smallwood, and Nikki Fox. The other
team was Nick Socky and Alex
Faunce. We went in the Lightner entrance and surveyed the Glacial Room
and a couple of side leads just after
the Champagne Squeeze. We actually
got into some ‘new’ cave. It was not
virgin, but definitely not on the old
survey. It was a nice 9 hour trip with
600 feet of survey in the book.
5/23: Roppel Cave, KY. Participants
included David Socky, Bob Alderson,
Bill Koerschner, Nick Socky, and
Alex Faunce. This was a sanctioned
CRF expedition. We surveyed the
upper part of the trunk passage and
then to the end of the trunk past the
pit. Nick and Bob rigged and surveyed the 35-foot-deep pit, which
didn't go except for a possible high
lead which would require bolting. All
in all, it was an 11.5 hour trip with a
total of 430 feet surveyed.

5/24: Roppel Cave, KY. Participants
included David Socky, Bob Alderson,
and Alex Faunce as team one. Bill
Koerschner, Rita Whorten, and Kristen
Godfrey as team two. We resurveyed a
large complex breakdown filled trunk
passage that had a poor sketch from way
back when. Bill and the girls went a
little further in the cave, through a tight
spot that Dave wouldn't fit through, and
checked some leads and surveyed what
they could. The leads didn't pan out and
they couldn't reach the high lead to see
if it goes or not. It was a 12.75 hour trip
with 485 feet surveyed.
5/30: McClungs Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Joe Calderone, and Rebecca Stewart on team one.
Nick Socky, Alex Faunce, and Chris
Coates on team two. Nikki Fox, Carl
Amundson, and Brian Sakofsky on team
3. We surveyed side leads from the 2nd
breakdown. The other two teams surveyed in the 3rd Breakdown. We got a
total of 2888 feet of survey between all
teams for a good 13-hour trip.
6/6: Maxwelton Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Nick
Socky, Nikki Fox. Camp trip to Sweetwater stayed in Retreat and surveyed in
Covert Creek. Went in Friday evening
and came out Sunday afternoon. Surveyed for 8 hours on Saturday around
Covert Creek. Found the Tilted Tunnel.
See Nikki's article on page 50.
6/9: Lowmoor Cave, VA. Participants
included David Socky, Bob Alderson,
and Bill Koerschner. Went in the Truck
Entrance and surveyed in the cave section near the Truck Entrance - the area
where we stopped because of bats.
There were no bats this time. There are
still a couple of leads left in this area. A
good 8 hour trip for Lowmoor with 500
feet of survey.
6/11: Windy Mouth, WV. Participants
included David Socky, Bill Koerschner,
Bob Alderson on team one. Nick Socky,
Alex Faunce, and Nikki Fox on team
two. We did lower level lead cleanup
downstream Second Canyon. For team
one, Dave couldn’t fit into the last half
of our third section, so he took an hour
long nap while Bill and Bob took 20
minutes per station to survey 5 shots in
body tight passage. It was a 10 hour trip
with 500 feet in the book.
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6/13: McClungs Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Carl
Amundson, David Smallwood, and
Eric Steinberg. Went in the Lightner
entrance went to upstream Tufa, or
the Broomstick Passage. We surveyed
most of the large Tufa Room, but
there is still more left in this area. For
a short 10.5 hour trip, we managed to
get 1441 feet surveyed!
6/27: Dry Cave, WV. Participants
included David Socky, Joe Calderone,
Rebecca Stewart, and Carl Amundson
on team one. Nick Socky, Greg
Springer, and Chris Coates on team
two. It took us 3 hours to get back
beyond the Better End. We started
surveying beyond the waterfall, which
was a raging torrent. We surveyed the
main side passage stream plus one
upper level trunk passage which we
didn’t finish. The stream passage continues, but it is small. We still need to
dig to get into the main stream were
the waterfall is located. It was a good
14.5 hour trip in which we got nearly
800 feet of virgin survey in the book!
6/27: Patton Cave, WV. Participants
included Jeff Huffman, Bill Walker,
Susan Burr, Trish Geiger, Nick
Schmalenberger, Sharron Vass, and
Chuck Vass. We never did find the
only room I actually remembered in
the cave, the Football Room. We will
have to go back with Doug sometime
to find that! We did see several nicely
decorated areas. We had a good 3
hours & 45-minute cave trip. See Susan’s article on page 49.
7/4: McClungs Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Joe Calderone, and Rebecca StewartCalderone on team one. Kelly McCarthy, Alex Faunce, Taren Woelk, and
Chad Casella were on team two. We
surveyed in side leads off of the 2nd
Breakdown. It was a 9 hour trip for a
total of around 900 feet surveyed. We
got out in time for a great dinner and
some really cool fireworks by Carroll
Bassett, Dave Smallwood, and Hunter
Campbell.
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ARE YOU INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING ON A COMMITTEE?
EMAIL CONTACT@CAVES.ORG TO GET STARTED
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