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CANCELLED due to COVID-19
June 12-20: NCRC Rescue Operations
& Management Seminar (weeklong),
Camp Pinnacle, Voorheesville, NY.
Register at this website: https://
ncrc.regfox.com/ncrc-2020-nationalseminar
July 11-12: WVACS Classic at the
WVACS field station in Renick, WV
July 20-25: WVACS pre-Convention
Camp 2020 at the WVACS field station
in Renick, WV.

tion. Please see the website: https://
nsscon2020.org
Aug 21: BRG meeting, TBA
Aug 17-21: UNESCO Karst 2020,
ONLINE Western Kentucky University,
Bowling Green, KY. See https://
unescokarst2020.com/ for info.
(Rescheduled)
Oct 29-31: SERA Cave Carnival, Camp
Tubb, Rock Island, TN. See http://
bit.ly/SERA2020 (Rescheduled)

July 27-31: NSS Convention, Elkins,
WV. See the website: https://
caves.regfox.com/nss-convention-2020

Fall 2020: Karst-o-Rama, Great Saltpetre Preserve, Mt. Vernon, KY; details
at http://karstorama.com/
(Rescheduled)

ON SCHEDULE or RESCHEDULED

Spring 2021: Spring MAR/VAR at
Grand Caverns, Grottoes, VA. Hosted
by 7 Valleys Grotto and Charlottesville
Grotto. (Rescheduled)

June 19: BRG meeting via ZOOM, on
Friday, June 19, 2020 @ 7p. See details
on page 39.
July 17: BRG meeting, TBA
July 27-31: VIRTUAL NSS Conven-

June 28- July 2, 2021: NSS Convention, in Weed, CA. See the website:
http://nss2021.caves.org/
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BRG Renewals and
Donations 2020
The June 19, 2020 meeting of the
Blue Ridge Grotto is normally held at:
Jersey Lily's Roadhouse 1650 Braeburn Dr, Salem, VA 24153.
The June Grotto meeting will be a
virtual meeting via Zoom due to the
COVID-19 Pandemic. The time is
7pm. Since we are using the free
version of Zoom, there is a 40 minute time limit. Thus there will be
two links. The first one is for 7pm
and the second is for 7:40pm if
needed.
Zoom link 1

After some discussion, the following
list was proposed by Susan Burr and
seconded by Dave Socky:
➢
➢

➢
➢
➢
➢

Meeting ID: 752 1975 9260
Password: 0WMzZF

➢

$15 to MAKC (Mid-Atlantic Karst
Conservancy)
$25 to ER-NCRC (Eastern Region
National Cave Rescue Commission)
$50 to VCB (Virginia Cave Board)
$100 to WVCC (West Virginia
Cave Conservancy)
$25 to ACCA (American Cave
Conservation Association)
$50 to Cyclops Cave (SCCI)
$25 to Cave Sim
$290.00 total

Zoom ling 2
Meeting ID: 710 9796 3467
Password: 1fcdYc

BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read
on the BRG webpage at:
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the
‘BRG Organization’ button.
NSS Membership:
Would you like to join
or renew with the NSS?
See this link for details.

Long Cave Lists

maintained by Bob Gulden
USA Long & Deep, World Long &
Deep, & World Big Rooms
www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm

Passed unanimously

SCCI Purchases Cyclops Cave
Just like the grotto meeting, the grotto
caving trips are cancelled until further
notice.

Treasure's Report
5/13/2020
Cave Bucks
Conservation
Equipment
General
Total

$
0.00
$
0.00
$ 133.87
$3,006.03
$3,139.90

16 members and guests, plus Odin and
Orion Gulden attended the May 15,
2020 BRG ZOOM meeting.
MEMBERSHIP PROPOSALS - Brandon Phibbs, NSS # 69665, sponsored
by Susan Burr, was finally voted in as
BRG’s newest member. Congratulations, Brandon!

Know of a potential caver? Bring them
to a BRG meeting, sponsor them on a
BRG activity, do lots of fun things
with the best cavers around ~

Cave Softly and Safely

5/26/2020

After overcoming a few setbacks, SCCi
is happy to announce that we closed on
the Cyclops Cave Preserve in Virginia.
As with all acquisitions, there were
some challenges, but more importantly,
there were many successes along the
way.

• We still need to raise about $46,000
more to be debt-free. If you haven’t
donated or can donate a LITTLE
more than you previously have, it
would help ensure funds are available to protect more caves in the future.

• During SCCi’s due diligence, we
became aware the total acreage was
less than stated in the sales documents. With that information, SCCi
was able to negotiate a lower price
for the preserve.

• Finally, the management team is
finalizing our management and visitation plan to open this preserve
quickly. Stay tuned for how/when
you can visit this wonderful new
preserve.

• The fundraising effort to save Cyclops was tremendous. To date, we
have raised approximately $42,000.
It’s the most SCCi has raised for a
preserve. It would not have been
possible for all the supporters who
stepped up to the plate to save Cyclops.
• Although we didn’t meet the final
asking price in funds raised, the
Board of Directors decided Cyclops
was too important not to protect.
The Board made the necessary decision to use short-term credit to
make up the difference to save this
cave forever.

Help us to continue saving Cyclops at
www.savecyclops.org
Bill Stringfellow
Director, SCCi
bill.stringfellow@scci.org
678.576.0509

At SCCi, we protect and preserve
caves through conservation, education,
and recreation. When caves are safeguarded, fragile ecosystems are protected, historic artifacts are preserved,
and endangered species thrive.
www.SaveYourCaves.org
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NSS Response to Recent Cave Closures
Geary Schindel, NSS President
June 8, 2020

NSS Headquarters, Huntsville, AL
— The largest contingent of organized cave conservationists, cave
scientists and cave explorers, the
National
Speleological
Society
(NSS), wishes to address ongoing
concerns related to cave closures in
response to COVID-19/SARS-CoV2. The NSS strongly opposes closing access to caves on public lands.

“The National Speleological Society
(NSS) is a non-profit membership
organization dedicated to the scientific study of caves and karst; protecting caves and the natural contents through conservation, ownership, stewardship, and public education; and promoting responsible
cave exploration and fellowship
among those interested in caves.”
We are particularly troubled when
measures are implemented by local,
state, and federal agencies that restrict scientific, recreational, and
stewardship access to caves. We are
strong advocates of conservation and
science as it relates to caves and surrounding lands. Many of our members enjoy exploring caves as a
means of outdoor recreation, no different than hiking, biking, kayaking
or other forms of outdoor enjoyment.
As the virus spread throughout the
nation, we the NSS encouraged our
members to temporarily limit travel
and caving activities. Primarily, we
intended to limit non-household individuals from meeting in groups for
caving trips or organized caving activities. It was also recognized that,
although rare, the potential existed
for a rescue, which would necessitate
the mobilization of specialty-trained
cave rescue personal. While the majority of these rescuers are cavers
trained by the National Cave Rescue
Commission (NCRC), we understood the potential COVID-19 implications to their families and communities. Thus, we, as an organization,

requested that our members limit or
refrain from caving activities “just in
case”.
At this time, the source of the virus
is uncertain, although many early
reports postulated that it had originated in bats, then jumped to an intermediary species before infecting
humans. The NSS is a strong advocate for and leader in bat conservation and counts among its members
internationally recognized bat experts and microbiologists specializing in viruses, some of whom are
now investigating the potential interplay between bats and SARS-CoV-2.
Thus far, research indicates that our
native bat populations are resistant to
coronaviruses[1], even SARS-CoV-2
[2], so over-protective measures
might do more harm than good.
It should be noted that, overall, our
membership has very limited interaction with bats. Many cave trips occur
without a single bat sighting and
most caves are not suitable as bat
habitat. Even when seen, bats are
usually at an unreachable distance
and responsible cavers do not make
contact with them (unless trained to
do so and acting in an official capacity as part of an approved study). Bat
researchers, however, are “hands on”
working with bats, and thus we certainly support measures intended to
protect both the native bat population
and the chiropterists, such as the
wearing of standard personal protective equipment during bat handling. Access to significant bat
caves is already self-restricted by the
caving community, which avoids bat
caves during critical life-cycle events
such as hibernation or maternity
roosting. The contact of recreational
cavers with wild bats is no different
in character from that of visitors on a
commercial tour cave or of the general public finding bats in their urban
environments, barns, or even homes.

As some state organizations call for
mandatory cave closures, several
have cited the NSS as being an inspiration for this reaction. For the reasons cited above, this is a misrepresentation of our press release. Conversely, we support re-opening caves
in a safe manner, consistent with our
conservation practices. Our members
enjoy cave exploration as a hobby or
sport; and our scientists need access
to caves to continue completing essential projects related to conservation and other types of research.
Please keep in mind the lessons we
learned throughout the country during white-nose syndrome (WNS)
cave closures—many caves suffered
damage from unmonitored visitation.
NSS cavers followed guidelines and
stopped visiting caves while casual,
uninformed visitors still entered the
caves, often putting bat habitats at
increased risk and vandalizing our
natural resources—leaving trash,
graffiti, broken speleothems, and
other forms of destruction that NSS
cavers later cleaned up. NSS cavers
provide field stewardship to monitor,
report, and protect bat populations
and cave resources.
We strongly implore you to refrain
from closing access to caves and
allow our members to return to
their stewardship duties, scientific
studies, and recreational activities.
The NSS has formal Memoranda of
Understanding with most federal
agencies such as USFS, BLM,
USFWS, NPS; we welcome your
requests to assist with determining
reasonable access policies going forward.
Thank you for your consideration.
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2020 VIRTUAL
NSS Convention
July 27 through 31, 2020
(from April/May 2020
NSS-IO Newsletter)
The in-person convention in Elkins,
West Virginia has been postponed to the
summer of 2023:
As most of us already know, and if not,
already assumed, the convention has
been moved online this year due to the
public health recommendations. The
next in-person convention will be in
Weed, CA in the summer of 2021.
The Virtual Convention marches on!
The 2020 NSS Convention staff are offering many elements of convention as
virtual events, free of charge!
These include the Cartographic Salon,
Cave Ballad Salon, Graphic Arts Salon,
Photography Salon, Symbolic Emblems
Salon, T-Shirt Salon, and Video Salon,
as well as the Communications and
Electronics Section and Vertical Section
meetings.
There will also be a number of presentations from West Virginia Exploration,
United States Exploration, International
Exploration, and more!
The Fine Arts Salon folks are planning a
special offering that is sure to please.
Finally, the Thursday night Awards Salon and Friday Awards show will continue as scheduled via online offerings.
If you have not been to an NSS convention before, this is great opportunity to
sample some of the convention activities
without the cost of travel. For all the
information on this virtual convention,
and to find a schedule of events, go to
the 2020 NSS Convention website at
https://nsscon2020.org/
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Caving During the 2020 Pandemic
By
Go caving only if you accept the risks.
You will be in close proximity to a
group of people in enclosed areas for
several hours.
(In-car, in-cave, inrestaurant.)
• Be in the best health; do not go caving if you have a cold, aches, fever
or are recovering from illness. The
caves will wait.
• Be extra cautious and careful underground. A rescue would put a lot of
people at risk. Learn and use SPAR
(Small Party Assisted Rescue) techniques.
• Small cave trips: 10 people or less.
Be on your absolute best polite landowner behavior.
• Always call ahead, make sure you
have permission to visit the cave.
• Wear a mask or bandana when outside.
• If an owner says “No”, go elsewhere.
• If possible, visit a cave owned by a
caver or a cave conservancy.
As of June 2020, during the COVID-19
pandemic, several wild caves are known
to be open for cavers to visit. Please note
that this is not necessarily a complete
list. There are probably others, but these
are the ones we know about:
VA
• Crossroads Cave (CCV)
• Island Ford Cave (WVCC)
• Lowmoor Cave (contact David
Socky 540-529-1591 for access
info.)
• New River Cave Preserve (NSS)

WV
• Boar Hole Cave (Caver Private
owner. New caver parking lot being
created.)
• Haynes Cave (WVCC)
• Higginbotham Caves 1-4 (Private
owner. Must contact before each
trip.)
• John Guilday Cave Preserve (New
Trout, Hamilton Cave) (NSS)
• Lost Cave (WVCC) (stay on path,
DO NOT go up hill beyond the cave
entrance!)
• Maxwelton Cave (WVCC)
• McClungs, Lightner entrance
(WVCC)
• Norman Cave (now managed by
WVCC)
• Persinger Cave (WVCC)
• Culverson Creek Cave (WVCC)

Still Closed:
• Any wild cave on VA or WV state
property.
• Any wild cave on Federal property.
• Goodwin Cave – new owner? have
heard nothing.
• Tawney’s Cave – managers are
working on new management plan.
Consider ANY privately owned cave to
be CLOSED by its owners, until
you contact them beforehand to ask
permission.
Please call cave owners first! Many
cave owners are elderly or may have
health concerns.
Cave Softly and Stay Safe!
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Grotto Trip to Haynes Cave, WV
By Susan Burr

Island Ford Cave, VA
By Susan Burr

February 22, 2020

March 3, 2020

Participants: Doug Feller (leader), Susan Burr, Lauren Appel, Jeff Huffman,
Trish Geiger, Carl Cornett, Jennifer
Suggs, Jacob Whitlock, Nick Schmalenberger, Brandon Phibbs

Participants: Susan Burr (leader),
Braven Womack (6yr. old grandson),
Trish Geiger, and Carl Cornett

Ed Saugstad met us at a nearby church
& led us to the parking area & then to
the cave. He also unlocked the gate for
Gypsum curls.
Photo by Susan Burr

Doug and Lauren admiring the saltpeter workings.
Photo by Susan Burr
us, which isn't very easy & took a while.
Luckily he had his helmet with him,
which he loaned to Jennifer since she
had forgotten hers. Ed was not going to
go caving with us. On the way to the
cave, Lauren had stopped to take a bathroom break. While we were waiting on
Ed & Doug to get the gate unlocked I
had asked where Lauren was. No one

knew. I then realized that she had
stopped for her bathroom break along
the dirt road & we had turned off of it a
little ways further to head toward the
cave. Lauren did not know that! Trish &
Jeff took off to locate her. Once everyone was at the cave we started exploring
the cave. We ended up getting into a
couple of groups for a while because we
all keep taking off in different directions. Eventually we all ended up back
together as a group. We did see several
bats, we got to cross several of those
semi scary wood plank bridges, we saw
some nice gypsum formation & a nice
rimstone formation near the entrance. I
think we walked, climbed & crawled
into to most of the passages in there. It
was a short, but fun trip. Afterwards we
headed over to Ed's house to return his
helmet & then to Paint Bank for lunch.

Braven was out of school for the day, so
Trish & Carl helped me take Braven in
Island Ford without his dad. Braven
wanted to be leader, so I let him since he
had been in there before. He did very
well. We did the normal route in to the
spring in the back & then out the stream
passage. Braven did not want to get in
the stream this time, so he managed to
stay out. One time I had to give him a
piggy back ride for a few feet until more
ledges were available. I feel like he has
picked up on how to negotiate caves
better. This was his 4th cave trip & he
seemed to be more relaxed & adventurous this time. He crawled in a couple
of tight holes & did a short belly crawl
through one hole in the back section of
the cave that no one else could do.

L-R: Trish Geiger, Carl Cornett,
Braven Womack, and Susan Burr.
Photo by Susan Burr

L-R, T-B: Nick Schmalenberger, Lauren Appel, Jennifer
Suggs, Brandon Phibbs, Jeff Huffman, Doug Feller, Jacob
Whitlock, Trish Geiger, Carl Cornett. Photo by Susan Burr
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2/22: Haynes Cave, WV; Grotto Trip
- Leader: Doug Feller, Susan Burr,
Lauren Appel, Jeff Huffman, Trish
Geiger, Carl Cornett, Jennifer Suggs,
Jacob Whitlock, Nick Schmalenberger, Brandon Phibbs. See Susan’s
article on page xx for details.
3/3: Island Ford Cave, VA - Susan
Burr, Braven Womack (6 yr. old
grandson), Trish Geiger, Carl Cornett.
See Susan’s article on page xx for
details.
3/7: Tawney's Cave, VA. Jeff Huffman, Hillary Huffman, Susan Burr,
Doug Feller, Brandon Phibbs, Candice Phibbs. Jeff had a birthday in
early March and Hillary asked him
what he wanted to do for his birthday.
Jokingly, Jeff said "go caving" (Hillary does not greatly enjoy
it). Hillary said that she would go
back to Tawney's. Thus, we planned

The Carbide Dump

a trip. The morning of the trip, Jeff met
with Mike at the Bat Ranch to obtain the
key. Jeff told Mike that the gate had
been left unlocked by a previous group
the last time that he visited Tawney's.
Mike expressed the necessity of locking
the gate behind us and to stay on the
trail to the cave. Others have taken
routes off trail and have caused erosion
on the hillside. At the cave entrance we
fumbled with the locks due to the tight
quarters and the locks being hard to turn
and pull apart. We entered the cave and
locked the gate behind us. Once in the
cave, we made our way to the Moon
Room. Jeff showed Brandon and Candice where the Echo Room was located.
Meanwhile, Susan was preparing a
birthday cupcake for Jeff. Jeff blew out
the candle and ate his cupcake (another
reason for Jeff not to make it through
Fat Man's Squeeze). Next, we proceeded down the Toilet Bowl and made our
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way through the cave to the sink hole.
After playing around in the sink hole,
we proceeded back through the cave.
At the top of the Toilet Bowl we met
a Parks and Rec group. Someone said
that both locks were broken and that
they dummy locked the gate. We proceeded towards the entrance and
checked out Fat Man's Squeeze and
the room with the mud figurines. The
gate was dummy locked and one of
the locks was actually broken. The
shackle had come completely apart
from the body of the lock. The other
lock was not broken. It was just hard
to turn and pull. Jeff locked the one
side of the gate and retrieved a new
lock from Mike (Jeff told Mike about
the other difficult lock). Jeff returned
and locked the other side of the gate.
The trip was between 2 - 2.5 hours
long.

Lost Cave, WV
By Susan Burr

March 21, 2020

Participants: Mystic Miller
(leader), Susan Burr, Doug Feller, Jeff Huffman, Bill Walker,
And Sarah (a friend of Mystik)
We are all basically at the cave when
Bill yells up that someone is taking
down our license plate numbers. Mystik
heads down to see what is going on.
Meanwhile the rest of us head into the
cave entrance. I take some pictures
while some explored around the entrance area. A little while later a man,
who ends up being an AR-15 toting
sheriff, hollers in the cave & asked if
anyone was in there. Of course we replied yes & was told to come out immediately, which we did. Long story short,
while Mystik thought she had permission to go in the cave & due to multiple
sales of the property, Ed Sweptson was
wrong in telling her we could. We spoke
with the owners, who are twins & sheriff. Ends up everything is good. Owner

indicated they were VERY interested in
selling the property to cavers if they
wanted. We told them we were! We left
& headed for Persinger Entrance to Benedict's Cave.
Mystik took on us a very nice tour of the
cave. I think we explored a lot of the
areas. Many beautiful formations, lots of
small waterfalls & lots of mud! Even
though our day started out bad, we ended up having a really nice cave trip.

L-R: Jeff Huffman, Doug Feller,
Bill Walker, Sarah, Mystic Miller,
and Susan Burr.
Photo by Susan Burr
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Great Savannah Cave System Trip Report
McClungs – Megalithia
March 14, 2020 - by
Participants — Dave Socky
(sketch), Carl Amundson (point and back
sights), Steph Petri (cross sections &
profiles), Brian Williams (front sights)
Objective: Cave to the start of the
SAE survey just before the start of the
Christmas Passage and survey back
through Megalithia towards the Wind
Tunnel.
I was able to obtain permission to use
the historic McClungs entrance. No one
wanted to carry vertical gear all the way
to the back of the cave, plus the shorter
travel time would allow for more survey.
That’s how we agreed we would give
ourselves a treat and survey nice large,
dry passage through Megalithia and the
walking passage that leads to the Wind
Tunnel.
We entered the cave at 10:30am and
made our way down the entrance canyon, frequently commenting on the great
steps that had been cut in the mud and
the fact that most of the entrance canyon
has some really exposed sections. With
the oohing and aahing and photos, it
took us an hour to get to the gate at the
First Breakdown. There was a bit of momentary confusion prior to the Wind
Tunnel, but we found our way through
without too much of an issue. Everyone
really enjoyed the abundant walking
passage and flat, smooth floors. We are
just not used to that in most of the caving we’ve been doing recently. In any
case, we arrived at SAE2 around 1pm.

I had promised nice dry walking passage, so of course, our survey started out

Historic Entrance to McClungs
Photo by Brian Williams

Surveying nice passage
Photo by Brian Williams
with a wide hands and knees crawl.
There was even a section that involved
an army crawl over flowstone. It was
still a dry and pretty easy survey, and
finally slowly got taller after 350 feet. At
station SFW14, we finally got to 6-foothigh passage, and it only got bigger after
that (Our survey designation for the day
was SFW for ‘Steph Forgot Water’. Yes,
Steph actually forgot her water, but everyone else had enough to share, so she
didn’t go thirsty).
Our survey started out heading east for
the first 200 feet or so, but then turned
south south west and continued in this
direction for 900 feet. This is the Megalithia, a nice dry (mud floor with pebbles
and a little bit of breakdown) passage
which is 15 to 20 feet wide and 8 to 10
feet high. It was a pleasure sketching
this – very easy, so the survey progressed at an agreeable pace. Station
SFW22 was at a major intersection, but
our desired route took us to the left
where the passage headed pretty much
directly south. At station SFW25 was
another intersection and again we went
to the left (as it turns out, according to
the old map, the lead we went by at
SFW25 connects to the high canyon lead
at SFW39).
From here, the passage trended to the
east, but swung wildly between going
north and south. At station SFW33 the
passage actually makes a nearly 180
turn, from north to south. At SFW36 we
surveyed around the “Pit in the Floor”.
All the water (from up ahead) goes into
this pit, which is about 30 feet deep. The
pit requires rigging and leads to lots of
lower level passage. After the pit, we

surveyed south up the passage which
now had a stream channel. The passage
became narrower and higher. 150 feet
past the “Pit in the Floor” was a high
canyon lead on the right at SFW39,
which connects back in at SFW25. We
surveyed for another 2 stations, past a
high-level canyon loop on the right, and
quite at station SFW41. It was 7pm, the
crew was mumbling, and I was close to
getting sketcher burn out, so we decided
to call it a day.
We put our gear away, had a snack, and
then made our way back through the
cave and out the historic entrance to a
drizzly and cool evening. It was 8:30pm
– a very nice 10 hour trip that netted us
1710 feet of survey.

The numbers:

1710.3 feet of survey
41 stations
Survey time: 6 hours
In cave for 10 hours
Front sight DistoX2: #2693 (D.
Socky), calibrated 12/6/2019
with .36 error
Back sight DistoX2: #3427 (Carl
Amundson)

Leads Killed:

• SFW28 – shown as a lead on
the old map, but no lead
number. It was only a
breakdown crawl that led
right back to SFW27.
• SFW40 – Brian Williams
climbed up into this upper
level canyon and said it only
looped back into the main
passage. The old map shows
a lead number of M75.

Leads Found:

• SFW2 – 10’ wide by 1.5’
high crawl heading back towards the BNB survey. This
is most likely a surveyed
passage on the old map of
stations 2432 to 2433 to
2434.
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Nick Socky & Nikki Fox. Photo by Dave Socky

Nick Socky. Photo by Nikki Fox

Nick Socky. Photo by Nikki Fox

Dave Socky. Photo by Nick Socky

Nikki Fox. Photo by Nick Socky

Photo montage of our latest
camp trip to Maxwelton/
Sweetwater on 6/6/2020. With
Dave Socky, Nick Socky, and
Nikki Fox

Nikki Fox & Dave Socky. Photo by Nick Socky

Dave Socky. Photo by Nikki Fox

Dave Socky. Photo by Nikki Fox

