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CANCELLED due to COVID-19
April 17: BRG meeting.
April 17-19: 2020 Grand Caverns
Spring Cleaning.
April 26: Rappel at Catawba Murder
Hole Cave, VA.

May 1-3: Spring MAR/VAR at Grand
Caverns, Grottoes, VA.
May 9: VA Cave Board meeting.
May 15: BRG meeting.
May 16: Cricket Maze Cave, Berkeley
Co. WV Open House
*

*

*

ON SCHEDULE or RESCHEDULED
May 22-25: Speleofest, Lone Star Preserve, Bonnieville, KY; details at http://
louisville.caves.org/
speleoregistration.shtml

June 12-20: NCRC Rescue Operations
& Management Seminar (weeklong),
Camp Pinnacle, Voorheesville, NY.
Register at this website: https://
ncrc.regfox.com/ncrc-2020-nationalseminar
June 19: BRG meeting, 6:30p, Jersey
Lily’s Roadhouse, 1650 Braeburn Dr.
Salem, VA 24153.

Oct 29-31: SERA Cave Carnival,
Camp Tubb, Rock Island, TN. See
http://bit.ly/SERA2020 (Rescheduled)
Fall 2020: Karst-o-Rama, Great Saltpetre Preserve, Mt. Vernon, KY; details
at http://karstorama.com/
(Rescheduled)

July 11-12: WVACS Classic at the
WVACS field station in Renick, WV

Spring 2021: Spring MAR/VAR at
Grand Caverns, Grottoes, VA. Hosted by 7 Valleys Grotto and Charlottesville Grotto. (Rescheduled)

July 20-25: WVACS pre-Convention
Camp 2020 at the WVACS field station in Renick, WV.

June 28- July 2, 2021: NSS Convention, in Weed, CA. See the website:
http://nss2021.caves.org/

July 27-31, 2020: NSS Convention,
Elkins, West Virginia. See the website:
https://caves.regfox.com/nssconvention-2020
Aug 18-22: UNESCO Karst 2020,
ONLINE Western Kentucky University, Bowling Green, KY. See https://
unescokarst2020.com/
for
info.
(Rescheduled)
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BRG Renewals and Donations 2020

The April 17, 2020 meeting of the
Blue Ridge Grotto is normally held at:
Jersey Lily's Roadhouse 1650 Braeburn Dr, Salem, VA 24153.
The April Grotto meeting has been
cancelled due to the COVID-19
Pandemic.

Just like the grotto meeting, the grotto
caving trips are cancelled until further
notice.

BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read
on the BRG webpage at:
https://blueridgegrotto.org under the
‘BRG Organization’ button.
NSS Membership:
Would you like to join
or renew with the NSS?
See this link for details.

Brandon Phibbs, NSS # 69665 submitted his BRG membership letter,
indicating his interest in joining, commitment to cave safety & conservation, and desire to hang out with BRG
cavers. Susan Burr is Brandon’s sponsor; Mary Sue Socky seconded the
motion. Brandon’s membership will
be tabled until the March 20, 2020
meeting.

Brandon’s BRG membership application is currently in limbo. Sorry,
Brandon!

Long Cave Lists

maintained by Bob Gulden
USA Long & Deep, World Long &
Deep, & World Big Rooms
www.caverbob.com/usalong.htm
www.caverbob.com/usadeep.htm
www.caverbob.com/rooms.htm
www.caverbob.com/wlong.htm
www.caverbob.com/wdeep.htm

BRG supports other caving and conservation organizations by being a member
or by making donations. We no longer
have Haunted Cave to raise money, but
we can find some funds to help bats and
caves.
The 2020 Donation List was discussed
at the 2/16/2020 BRG meeting. The discussion was tabled so the proposed donation information could be shared with
the grotto.

• We also gave $75 to CaveSim in May
2019 (travel expenses); do we want
to donate again this year?
• Helping SCCI purchase Cyclops
Cave should also be considered in
our budget.
Is this proposal too much? Not enough?
Was an organization overlooked? This
will be a topic of discussion at the next
BRG meeting.

Proposed 2020 Donations
MAKC NCRC – Eastern Region Virginia Cave Board WVCC ACCA Total of

$25 (dues)
$25
$50
$50 (dues)
$25 (dues)
$175.00

Treasure's Report
3/17/2020
Cave Bucks
Conservation
Equipment
General
Total

$
31.64
$
91.01
$ 133.87
$3,206.94
$3,463.46

Message from the President of the NSS
March 24, 2020

Folks, the Corona virus is sweeping the
country and will put a great strain on our
medical resources including many of our
members that work in the health care
industry. Health care professionals indicate that we must flatten the curve of
infections so we have enough resources
for everyone.
We’ve recommended that physical grotto meetings as well as regional events be
canceled for the foreseeable future and
everyone to practice social distancing.
Hosting online grotto meetings is a way
to stay connected and to allow us to
check up on our members. The Bexar
Grotto held an online meeting on Monday (March 23) which went very well.
The online option also lends itself to
inviting visitors from across the country
to participate or even present a program.
I would also point folks to our excellent
webinar and luminary series presentations on the NSS website. They can be
downloaded and viewed by members or
as a grotto presentation. If you would
like to host a webinar, please send me an
email at president@caves.org and we’ll
try and set it up.
We are asking folks to make sure they
check up on their neighbors and friends
and make sure everyone is staying
healthy. The NSS is a membership or-

ganization but also a family. Please be
kind and helpful during these trying
times.
The Executive Committee is following
the outbreak closely and we will make a
recommendation to the board of governors soon regarding whether the NSS
Convention in July will need to be cancelled or postponed.
Regarding caving during the pandemic.
Please exercise caution related to social
distancing and also special care related
to taking risk. Remember, that cave lead
will still be there in a few months. A
cave accident may be difficult to respond to because of limited resources.
Be careful out there. Of course, getting
outdoors is a great way to help keep fit
and get some fresh air.
For more information on the coronavirus, I would recommend the CDC
website
at
https://www.cdc.gov/
coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html.
There are also a number of other good
websites out there related to the virus.
Remember, this too, shall pass.
Geary Schindel,
President
National Speleological Society
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Another Canyon Discovery
in Historic Maxwelton
Great Savannah Cave System, Greenbrier Co, WV - February 8, 2020
By
Participants: Nick Socky, Jenn
McGuire, and Silas Springer
Survey Designation: DIC - Dumb
Idea Crawl
It was a typical WVACS Weekend in
February. The hustle and bustle at the
field station was in full swing and everyone was trying to figure out where to go
caving. Eventually by Saturday morning,
everyone had a trip – there were trips to
BASH, McClungs, and Maxwelton. Jenn
McGuire, Silas Springer, and I were on
the Maxwelton trip and our plan was to
push Consent Canyon further. It was a
brilliant blue sky sunny day, the kind of
days that make you question going underground. We arrived at the Maxwelton
parking area right around 10:30 AM and
by 10:45 AM we were at the culvert entrance. Jenn, who had traveled all the
way from California, had the honor of
entering the cave first. She quickly descended the ladder, followed by Silas,
and then I. We made good time going
the horizontal route to the Latte Room,
only taking about forty-five minutes to
get there. I pulled out the lead list that I
had printed off at the field station and
noticed a lead that was not too far from
where we were in the Latte Room. Out
of blatant curiosity, we traveled down to
Cove Creek, but right before we got
there, we took a hard right and intersected a canyon passage in about thirty feet.
It was a nice developed canyon, standing
about six feet tall and three feet wide,
with clean washed sides and lots of cob-

bles on the ground. I was impressed by
this, and it looked like the lead, which
was marked as, “?: hammer & trowel”,
was not too far away. After a quick talk
with Jenn and Silas, they were both ok
with going to check the lead and if it
didn’t look like a good dig, then we
would head back to Consent Canyon.

The canyon which was the XMS survey
from the Christmas Party back in 2016
was actually very nice! Well, it was only
nice for about 150 feet. It quickly got
very low, into that awkward somewhere
between hands and knees and belly
crawl -ype passage. The large cobbles
on the floor were quite painful to crawl
over as we moved forward. And the
chert protrusions sticking out low off the
side of the canyon also made for a fun
time of trying to drag your pack. This
went on for about 300 feet. At about half
-way through getting to XMS17, the last
station in the passage, I paused and
heard a weird noise. Asking Silas and
Jenn to stop moving for a second, I
heard a low rumble of water in the distance. “That’s weird,” I thought, realizing I didn’t know of any streams over in
this direction. It had rained quite a bit
the previous two days, as my mind
flashed to fears of flooding in the cave,
but the crest had happened yesterday and
it was sunny out. Shrugging, we pushed
forward and eventually got to XMS17.
Here you could really hear a low rumble
as well as the sound of lapping water not
too far away. This excited me greatly,
and I pulled the hammer out of my pack
and went up ahead to have a look at
what needed to be done.

Jenn McGuire looking back at the stream crawl
that leads back out of the new section.
Photo by Nick Socky

The dig face was not
very pleasant. It was
about two feet wide in a
few places and barely a
foot tall. It was one of
those “one arm in front,
one arm in back” digs
and we had to move
quite a bit of cobbles.
Using the end of the
hammer to push cobbles
around as well as a technique I call “Sea Turtling”, (picture how a
turtle digs in sand), I

was able to push the cobbles and grit to
the sides of the passage to create a small
little tube that you could force yourself
through. Getting tired, I backed out and
swapped places with Silas, who took a
turn at digging. He was able to dig far
enough to barely see over the cobble
mound to see a small stream intersection. He said it did not look pleasant.
Next, Jenn went in and dug some more
saying that she could probably get
through but that I would be the controlling factor. This time, heading back to
the dig face, I went in feet first and my
plan was just to kick push the cobbles
and grit down into the stream and
squeeze through backwards. After some
more grunting and later to find out that I
had bruised some ribs, I slid down into
the stream ,completely soaking myself.
The passage was about one and a half
feet tall, three feet wide and you had to
get your chest soaked to go upstream.
(Continued on page 33)

Silas Springer by the new waterfall Lead. Photo by Nick Socky.
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However, upstream looked promising,
so I pushed on ahead and went for the
stream crawl. After about thirty feet of
crawling through three inches of water,
the passage opened up into stoop walk.
The water was then coming from a two
foot wide canyon entrance, but there was
a dried mud slope that went up about
fifteen feet. Going up the slope, it

Silas Springer and Jenn McGuire
standing in the canyon passage.
Photo by Nick Socky.
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Better End, I was met with skepticism.
Am I too sarcastic or cynical these days?
Anyways, after explaining there is a nice
room to change shirts and eat, they followed reluctantly. Silas and Jenn both
agreed that that stream was quite unpleasant, but were also very surprised
and excited with the find! Once in the
larger room, we quickly changed clothes
and warmed ourselves for some survey
fun! Jenn, whom did not have a dry bag,
ended up barrowing one of Silas’s shirts
– whoops! The survey went along quite
quickly. We surveyed down from the
room back toward the canyon lead. It
only took about an hour before I started
to get cold, but we pushed on. Going
upstream the canyon, there was really
cool gypsum formations as well as weird
shattering of the rock that the canyon
was formed in. From up in the room, it
appeared that we were in a thrust fault,
so we were wondering if they were of
some sort of slick-in-slide nature fractures and marks, but we were not sure.
And then sadly our progress upstream
had come to an end. The large rumble
we had heard from the crawl-way was a
seven foot tall waterfall, which was impossible to climb without getting completely drenched and was quite overhung
as well. We tried to get across by going
up high from the room, but it also
proved to be too exposed to safely traverse across. We would need to come
back with some aiding gear. About 4
nails at the base of the waterfall should
do the trick. Bring 6 just in case.
And then came the worst part of the sur-
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vey - the connection back to the XMS17
station past the stream and the dig. Silas,
being the hero of the trip, suggested that
we do a series of double front sights and
double back sights so only he had to lie
in the stream for an extended amount of
time. But have no fear, both Jenn and I
also got our chance to get completely
wet again. As Jenn was moving forward,
she had a bit of trouble getting any purchase to get back into the squeeze after
Silas had lubricated the crawl. I was able
to crawl in behind her and give her foot
support, while Silas helped pull. With
minimal effort now, Jenn slide up and
into the crawl. We were able to connect
our survey back into the XMS survey in
7 more stations with an average shot
length of 4 feet. Very large passage I
know. We quickly put our survey gear
away and began the cobble belly crawl
back to the main passage. I considered
for a second to go and look at some additional leads, but because we were
completely soaked from the stream
crawl, we decided it best just to leave
the cave. We exited the cave right
around 7:15 PM making it an 8.5 hour
long trip. I am looking forward to pushing this canyon that appears to be paralleling H and Classic in the near future!
• Total Survey: 230 feet
• Total Stations: 21 stations
• Leads Killed: XMS17

• Leads Generated: nail/aid climb 11
feet in front of DIC10

• Trip Time: 8.5 Hours – 3 hours travel,
2 hours digging, 3.5 surveying

opened into a twenty foot wide twelve
foot tall room where the canyon was ten
feet below me. There was gypsum crust
all over the floor and the room also reintersected the canyon up ahead. I could
hear a waterfall maybe within 20 feet of
me upstream as well. Excited, I returned
to the stream crawl to tell the others of
the exciting new cave that I had found!
On the way back, I actually missed the
small hole to crawl up into to where we
were digging. Within ten feet I was at a
sump, which explains why the canyon
passage leading up to this lead was so
clean washed and had evidence of recent
flooding. We would NOT want to be in
here during a flood in reality. I turned
around a slithered back into the cobble
grit crawl.
Similar to the Dry Cave reveal of the

The lead and new canyon in relation to Latte Room and Cove Creek
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Through the Meat Grinder in McClungs
Great Savannah Cave System, Greenbrier Co, WV - February 8, 2020
By
Participants: David Socky, Nikki
Fox, Nick Schmalenberger, and Carl
Amundson.
Survey Designation: LIH – Like It
Hard (caving)

through; then he had to go far
enough forward so he could
turn around and come back in
to set up the survey station.
We did another shot before I
came through.

It was a cool, but nice day. Only a little
snow in the forecast, so we were able to
drive Carl Amundson’s truck right up to
the Lightner entrance sinkhole. We had
mostly gotten dressed at the field station,
so we made it into the entrance at
11:00am soon after arriving. Not having
to rig the drops made for a nice entry,
and we made our way to the end of the
last survey without incident. The water
levels were up a bit from the February
rains, about the same as it was two
weeks ago. All the rimstone pools in the
Tufa Trail were full and Chocolate Avenue stream was flowing strongly. At one
spot, I got wet up to my upper thighs.

I barely fit past the fallen
breakdown. I had to exhale a
bit and I think I bruised my
sternum a bit. I was hoping it
would be easier coming out.
On the other side, the tube
was body sized and rectangular in shape, probably 2.5 by 2
feet. After squeezing past the
rock, the body sized tube wasn’t bad. After 40 feet, the tube
opened up to a slightly larger
passage that bent to the west
and then back north. At least I
could sit up, more or less, to
sketch.

The crawling and stooping (with some
walking) from the Third Breakdown to
MGT51 was longer than I remembered,
but we finally arrived around 2:15pm.
We got our extra clothes on, had a
snack, and got ready to survey.

Between LIH11 and LIH13,
the passage was like a gun
barrel. It was a near perfect circular tube
of bedrock about 3 feet in diameter. But
at LIH14, the passage dropped down
into a room with an intersection. The
way on was straight ahead, to the north
east. To the left, a crawlway led off to
south west. Past the crawlway, the passage went on for another 10 feet before
turning again to the south west but ending in a too tight dig. All this needs to be
surveyed.

Our survey passage started out small and
only got smaller after that. We were in a
3-foot by 3-foot tube of bedrock with a
thin coating of mud and a few pieces of
breakdown here and there. After 5 stations (75 feet), the passage turned to the
north and got decidedly smaller. We
decided this must be the Meat Grinder.
At LIH7 there was a large piece of
breakdown filling up half the passage,
which was only 2.5 feet square to begin
with. I could hear Carl struggling

Nikki Fox and Carl Amundson getting ready to
survey. Photo by Dave Socky

We continued on the main route to the
north east. The passage got larger, widening out quite a bit to nearly 20 feet
wide. And then it turned into a very nice
walking canyon about 4 to 5 feet wide
by 7 to 10 feet high.
Shelves on either side
contained mud fans, and
mud cities. Further on
down, the ceiling lowered to around 4 to 5 feet
and the floor sprouted
mud-covered sharp rock
spikes. Kind of like the
inside of a huge cheese
grater. Maybe this was
the ‘Meat Grinder’. Everything had a thin veneer
of mud on it. As it turned
out, the mud fans and
Dave Socky by the Column of Tears.
mud cities where really
Photo by Carl Amundson

formed rock with a coating of mud on
them. They were not as fragile as they
looked.
After just a little crawling, a ceiling
channel formed, allowing for walking
passage again, with more mud cities
along a shelf on the right. We continued
on until we reached station LIH30,
which was our goal. It was now about
7:30pm. We scooped ahead a little bit
and found an intersection about 100 feet
past our last survey with a well preserved station 2569 marked on the wall
(I found this station on the old map of
the cave, so we know pretty much where
we stopped). You could go left or right
at the intersection. Nikki and I went to
the right for about 100 feet, encountering crawlways, tights spots, and narrow
and gnarly canyons. Looking at the map
later, we were in the Wafflefoot Alley.
According to the map, the larger and
easier way to go was to the left at the
intersection. We figure we still have
about 200 to 300 feet to go before reaching the hanging survey. One more trip
ought to do it, but it might be faster and
easier to come in from the other way.
We had a snack and took off our extra
layers and then headed on out. It was a
long crawl, especially since we had add(Continued on page 35)
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(Meat Grinder continued from page 34)

ed another 700 feet to the survey and
had to negotiate the Meat Grinder again.
It was just as hard (or even harder) going
out past the broken rock in the Meat
Grinder. Needless to say, I didn’t like it
at all.
It took four hours to get out, but it was a
pretty uneventful exit. It was cold outside, about 29F and there had been a
light dusting of snow. But the truck was
warm, and we got back to the WVACS
field station by 1am. It was a good trip,
and we got one more step closer to tying
into the hanging survey. Ludingtons,
here we come!
Total Survey: 714 feet
Total Stations: 30 stations
Leads Killed: none
Leads Generated: LIH14 (one lead, one
dig), LIH30 (continuation of passage). (all
leads go to known cave)
Trip Time: 13 Hours – 7 hours travel, 6
surveying

Classic Canyon in Maxwelton
Great Savannah Cave System, Greenbrier Co, WV - March 2, 2020
By
Participants: Dave Socky, Nick Socky,
and Aaron Clair
We entered Max via Scott Entrance at
11:20am, with the objective of using
Nick's 4 pound drill and ~4 nails to
climb a waterfall up Classic Canyon. It
took us about 2.5 hours to travel from
the entrance to the end of Classic Canyon. I used a mason's hammer to shave
some mud from constrictions, eliminating one tricky maneuver.

When we arrived at the waterfall, we
discovered that it was 18 feet tall, with
an overhung shale layer. The waterfall
should be accessible via an aid traverse
from a breakdown pile just upstream,
but this traverse is too long and high to
be safely performed with just nails; it is
a proper bolt climb/traverse.
The waterfall enters the canyon at a right
angle from the right side at CCC24 and
carries about 80% of the Classic Canyon
stream's water. The canyon continued
straight upstream with
20% of the water. We
surveyed this lead.
Survey
designation:
Catfish
Waterfall
(CFW), because we
had discovered that the
waterfall did not meet
our
expectations
(definition:
Catfishing).

Aaron Clair in a virgin lead. Photo by Nick Socky

We surveyed up the
canyon for 130 feet
before the lead ended
in breakdown choke.

The canyon died in that direction; it is
unstable breakdown with no leads. One
lead killed; no leads generated.
We went to the paleo section and surveyed a side lead off of OPT7. This
went left to the NE and generated its
own side lead. We surveyed both to their
conclusions; both went to the top of
classic canyon. One lead killed; no leads
generated.
Also, in the paleo section, we surveyed a
side lead from OPT3 to the NE. After
two shots, this passage also joined Classic Canyon at the top of the canyon. One
lead killed, no leads generated.
From OPT3 to the SW, we surveyed a
tight short paleo canyon. Very soon
there was a formation squeeze (Fat Boys
Don't Fit squeeze), which winnowed out
our barrel-chested sketcher. Aaron
(squeeze box 8 inches) fit easily; Dave
(squeeze box 10 inches) did not fit. Catfish Canyon continued SW for 120 feet
and does not end. Catfish Canyon is very
straight, has very uniform cross section,
(Continued on page 36)

36

The Carbide Dump

(Classic Canyon continued from page 35)

and is very level. It is highly decorated-anthodites, aragonite, lenticular pool
fingers, helictites, etc. There is air and
the passage doesn't end. We checked for
150 more feet, and the crawlway opens
up, but the lead continues, with mild air.
One lead continues.
From MWS28, we surveyed "Kelly's
Lead". This continued as intermittent
paleo belly crawl and stoop walk on
cobbles with calcite frost, until we found
a large, low room with breakdown and
mud. The passage died off this room.
One lead killed, no leads generated.
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We killed a canyon lead upstream of
CCC24. We killed a paleo crawling lead
NE of OPT7. We killed a paleo crawling
lead NE of OPT3. We generated a tight
decorated paleo crawling lead with air
SW of OPT3. We killed a wide paleo
crawling and stoop-walking lead N of
MWS28. We checked a crawling lead E
of MWS29, and it looks promising.
Four leads killed, one lead generated,
one lead checked.

From MWS29, we checked "Silas'
Lead". After 100 feet, this opens up into
15x15 foot paleo trunk. This is an exciting lead.
Total surveyed footage is 796.5 feet.
We exited at 10:50pm, for a 11.5 hour
trip.
Leads killed and generated:

2/22: Maxwelton Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Nick
Socky, and Silas Springer on team 1.
Nikki Fox and Carl Amundson on
team 2 (Joe Calderone - stayed at
camp because he was not feeling
well). This was a camp trip to Covert
Creek. We entered the cave on Friday
evening and exited Sunday early
evening. Virgin cave was surveyed.
See the March 2020 issue of the Carbide Dump for details.
3/2: Maxwelton Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Nick
Socky, Aaron Clair. Classic Canyon. I
fit through the tight spot. We surveyed nearly 800 feet of virgin cave
and left one good lead, one lead I
can’t fit into, and one bolt climb up a
water fall which will probably be wet
and tight. It was a fun 11.5 hour trip
where I found that I did in fact fit
through narrow slots of Classic Canyon.

3/7: McClungs Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Joe Zokaites, Bill Koerschner, and Jake
Cramer on team one and Nick Socky,
Alex Faunce, David Smallwood, and
Chris Coates on team two. With permission, we went into the historic

Anthodites in virgin passage.
Photo by Nick Socky

entrance of McClungs and surveyed in
the Big Muddy and Little Muddy areas.
Vertical work was required at the very
start of our survey. We spent 14 hours in
the cave and our team got 914 feet of
survey in 30 stations. All total, we got
1750 feet surveyed. There are lots of
leads left.
3/13: Dry Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Greg Springer, and
Silas Springer. We went in around
10:30am and put in a depth and temperature sensor at the sump near the entrance. This sensor was part of a research project for Dry Cave that Greg
Springer is working on. After placing
the sensor, we went further into the cave
to the first By Pass, where we started
surveying leads that still needed to be
done. The first one was a loop just
above stream level that got us nearly
100 feet. We then went up into the upper levels and surveyed breakdown
leads. We got a total of around 500 feet
and about 450 feet of new survey. The
best part of the trip, though, was that we
got enough to put Dry Cave over 7 miles
long! We got out just before Dark.
3/14: McClungs Cave, WV. Participants included David Socky, Brian Williams, Steph Petri, and Carl Amundson.

Dave Socky fitting through tight
slot. Photo by Nick Socky

We went into the Historic McClungs
entrance with permission. We entered
the cave about 10:30am. We went
back to the SAE survey (before the
Big/Little Muddy leads) with just a
couple of 'route finding' incidents,
which is why it took us 2 hours (photo
stops didn’t help either). We started at
SAE2 with the SFW survey (for Steph
Forgot Water) designation. Yes, Steph
forgot her water, but we had plenty,
so that was not a problem. We surveyed back toward the entrance, doing the Megalithia passage and getting
all the way to the "Pit in the Floor",
plus about 100 feet past it. We got 41
stations and 1710 feet of survey. It
was nice surveying large walking dry
passage (there was a little bit of
crawling, but not a lot). We stopped
about 7pm and were out of the cave
by 8:30. It was a good trip.
3/22: BRG Grotto trip. Report by
participants coming soon.

NOTE: The COVID-19 pandemic
more or less put a stop to caving
after this point. Hopefully, we’ll be
able to pick back up and go caving
again once this is all over.
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Every year, the NSS Convention offers a
“Cover Art Contest”. Grottos submit their
favorite newsletter covers from the previous
year to be judged and selected for awards.
Most recently, the CARBIDE DUMP won
merit awards and honorable mentions for
newsletter covers.
BRG cavers know how to pick them!
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To be considered, a cover must be original,
not previously used or reprinted. Covers
may be photographic or non-photographic; a
few other rules apply.
The covers are much more stunning in color
– look at them on-line for the best viewing.

Below are covers from the 2019 CARBIDE
DUMPS – vote for your favorite five covers,
and send your votes to co-editor Mary Sue
Socky at sockymss@cox.net You do not
have to be a BRG member to vote.

Jan. 2019 v54 n1: Delicate
formations in Second Canyon
area, Windy Mouth Cave, WV
Photo by Nick Socky

Feb. 2019 v54 n2: Massive
formations above the Retreat in
Maxwelton Sink Cave, WV
Photo by David Socky

May 2019 v54 n5: “Bone Yard
Contortions” - Katie Person
doing inventory in a bone yard
in the Mystery Room of Carlsbad Caverns, NM. Photo by
David Socky

June 2019 v54 n6: “High
Hopes Formation” - Beautiful
virgin formations in the upper
level of the High Hopes Room
in Maxwelton Sink Cave, WV.
Photo by David Socky.

Currently here’s how voting has been:
Jan=7, Feb=6, Mar=1, Apr=1, May=7,
June=3, July=5, Aug=7, Sept=5, Oct/
Nov=8
Voting ends April 17, 2020.

Vote Well, and Vote Often!
Click on this LINK for online viewing of
covers from the BRG Website.

Mar 2019 v54 n3: “Patterns” from Cave
Hollow Arbogast Cave, WV.
Photo by David Socky

Apr. 2019 v54 n4: “Iron Straws” from
Windy Mouth Cave, WV.
Photo by David Socky

July 2019 v54 n7: “Virgin Stream Passage
Ahead!” - Eric Pelkey looking upstream in
Echo River, into virgin cave in Maxwelton
Sink Cave, WV. This is currently the most
remote area of Maxwelton, 8 hours from the
entrance. Photo by Dave Socky

August 2019 v54 n8: Nick Socky lighting up
the cave bacon in the High Hopes section of
Maxwelton Sink Cave, WV.
Photo by David Socky

September. 2019 v54 n9: “Connection!” Brian Williams emerges from
the McClungs sump that has been connected to Maxwelton Sink Cave,
creating the Great Savannah Cave System, WV. Photo by Nikki Fox

Oct/Nov. 2019 v54 n10: Frostwork in Butler Cave, VA. Photo by Nick Socky

