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Maxwelton Sink Cave

The BBE (Bl ue Ball Express) Survey
Article and photos by David Socky

January 25, 2019 out and
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sight. 1t would 1t ak,e lgi tyt e g 0 e out. .
into that lead. ThArgegq r1a%s63aplfseole{jtéa fegggﬁ %k%ggyts%gf\/(fr;e\”lax’\ga
hand and knees |ea i &'k arhd |ktk| hStd gf feet for :31 tot a
BBE46 which Chris o8P 0o 3653 kfeet %%'t" Y% he day. Not quite a

BRG 2019 Online Auction 'ﬂA Study of Envir onfn@enntCalv ewsa s& Flhaomepr saosn
ors in Harrisonods & awaen BSawebaad onsg e n
Lynn Ott has books |Wefstt QWi eEromg g he .
Spring 2018 NSS BOG meetin for auc- fTCaveSEmi mt
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Climb of the Cave Bear

Lowmoor -Dwicneemb er 8 , 2018
Bob Alderson

| took a detour on mWe wagydd oa t die
Christmas dinner thigliymbhr upstiopg
Low Moor Mine on thebalaygonyMaok M
and Yvonne Droms met wae atl otsteestgat
mi ne. We drove on righeéeninse ttheat
parked near a climb wd ipnbanoedr t d
changing in the childbovmi men Wwhe w
short di stance to scopg Ioeut Itarﬁes
bal_co_nles fifty feetasab%,\(/)% ptw%%lgjl
enticing. After setting
hoped they woul d Irecacdk tdi catna teexd
a

=
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a | ead Mark nd Vonny nhad alneok 8d e3
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bolted together by trhien emiérse rbsl atsa gotrpe v
ceiling in place. ThechomesitmneSa,s mml(gitﬁbmgabélm/vﬂgeocavebear,
there and a fissure csotnrtaiinguhets w@mEr 0 8s tthlee (ﬁ)orgecif fob
the mine road. Mar k asbnodutVod8@d§ gooetf otrheerlegaippm vgnne broms
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previous bolt cl i mb Ikeaditngf uorutth etro otnheirrifqhnla.I RaenaccrhhoirngatOUIheastc;
mi ne. The passage t heay fhceurcd)umcdan/vitthnetshende{aiﬂl i 1 s tr'agit'ctarhaabni'
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the fractured soffit.mad®o ttohegoidreqci dadi ¢ Ilbaekpihneldsuep'otr tfP]Ie'S'
for the extension onwetihgehtogot thaurt sil doei @ tgn(%hrﬁurcsh t & St%and up “on
mine road. and balance.
Vonny set up to belaysllat'kirssg;opbfedorttlamb'eag{onyé/ﬁehrteea,[\'\'Elaec,y FdlooHWIend I\J.N#pisléac
rock. Mar k organized |l tolo&k gear hbewb'spgoinfgore %Ieidrﬁbei'nlt Watsojtul%rl
to use. He had his htaooomegk edtrcihlyl ttoo ssceatmpa;me- 8Té'rt10 gn%ﬂ L(b?e tdﬁedng?
chors in the wal/l th:intavleeawg;ulmdrasant:bor:i;ajsn[w:beaneI gleajgeearwaosn ctohve- |
and quick draws withecadalwiirnéerlsootsoe rruoncktbhaqnd sllio?Peegd N toanthe'
belay rope through. cAdiolnigngwiitnh btakcek.bél’lheeyg g%gmed tg e’ a §T]|R1
. . . . . ascl‘?e% LDn% gegr t o S]
rope tied to his sealhopedpiistaabplaes schagiesiie %t”nye%%ré IIreV\éedyd%%ck
ol ee o anenegdlppo LY Rl ortea g
and invited meY"t% €c1%"m OU[B e party.
and take a | oog&o, we compl eted a sp
hich_  a i often the
Wh e n : reache\é\fi dhnlﬁ.st goasri ch more tha
anchor I agreéegn W#tihgﬁr}]ll{ig the mine
assessment . Cl bi g
ledge woul d pd NAU T8 Peef6n and lef
up a steep sltohpaet csohvi’;erlwead's ;elng llNat
a S e . Looki ng
with | oose grav%l Eﬁ S{8NES. :
Getting to theWZDSot.e%ﬂ[allya'Inq'ea\éonny not
on the far sid;% gv%'éjrll%ngaaﬁthupge cTreadcdks
traversing acr'oB&Y € 0 slop?g. Y
whil e the Ioos%agg%bggeﬁgsei'tst'-r:gh'e \é\hitd
ed gravitytryl% X% S?Idﬁ Mhe .
- down. The Iear;dugdeiv\gognre]églg;lkono%‘?( a\th?;utl Oooukr'
Mark Climbing and Vonny belaying ® great so | de Lf}r'rreee 0N st M8 er 1 sho
9 y ying climb and prep aved (E%I chionmse the cli mb
Photo by Bob Alderson downyidging the/ celitmoo- had | eft
ing gear as | weht? eneﬁ, a €
static rope and bolt®iamdnchiradpi nkeer sl ihmb hvaas ning g near |
the wusual tangle of agseaexchdngign@asftbom al smb g /vas. F9d to f
gear sling. Meanwhi |l d olw wehnet tbraacwke rtsoe mMarckar : re& v order
and drove it right wpt h@utwhdeaien gwea nwerbeg u .dul u o the
climbing. wal | . I doubl ed the rope g,, ..rough f
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Lowmoor Survey

Bob Alderson
November 24, 2018 orange out arrow andcaanyloar geWatc &pi tdali ppAdg
oke e wal wihtrheada ecad bt der iampt he
ﬁgf/v;gora C);%aér t:bzﬁp\cjé twrﬂlght rnehd rgeone wa/rotne dp ausss atge kennodwe dt hiant a
and Mark Hodge. ié?ysmq% tg,ee[rhetrl"bermp |D|r|1p9350ran together I ntc
in the fall 2017 andWIaesndlavrerocmauaghsthourpt ﬂerlﬁyeémé) glsi r(ljrlmyitc
last spring to check tdwet paerhrmekemn roofpetHeV\ﬁoardla T ar]q 0 oym, Waegd |
nét been able to get abaockt. 506 [ ong and 3 aA eW| or'ef styhh | & lgié:wl U d
Saturda mornin wasfloaor Tahnedcleil' wa]s Ya 51 a4 jlgsaw Suzzrqe
tractio?]/ controlg Warnsla gdslt)llonhet V%iat y\g%té 2J¥(_fp?)|ng through the
al times on58he Dave gﬁja’P thween The® bi%e%hisl.” Wenalout a@slseenwhbaee
recognize my carrighfCord) & PLES B0l bwr%exgtkdC(;ravlmgvognp;;vgeg;O;;VgeOf;v;
Park and ride but flnally spotpted t%h e ﬁ:l yn g Y
er on my tailgate rkatdé’@iaoendtnodot otfo brmga ope wini mbheed sd dwn
the weather becaulse é}hee hrao(i)m we avt‘ﬁ%r?tt| sl Itshet or oao nmutdod ya fhliogohr-
hour of icy roads tOIydraln\g e%rglnoqﬁgs(ﬁla %enl et,hesamhisq winttowshdr mhHd
county Dave and | theé}te Y8l er Afnd t fleoumdigee velr yt pass@ge i wg
ahead én how and we arcakve'dt Yy o2 S Sn€ rht. S‘d Clat s%Wai toend tohne as | sol piep paenrdy ebvo
y ptuaIIy é)verytHing {Ommoﬂerneatwiayhltsn pt ehrec hb oatr
We drove right into ttdm: Tmwd,k sEthdmesn,ceDioditads ,besletntihs sh mgk saldndd
the mine and parked icravaermsi,cealdr t ogreathercmeaind pofecmuadtt hat i me ok
ing resounding echoe Ivvherg) we Ic(l3
car door s. As we hlkanﬁd%r}run%%ghe tf
the cave we heard a jggyn Wshga
heard there before: ﬁ'ﬁ?os L%ne roof
ter A stream was le?eWirnigendtoiWnn
from the mine wup int?r?hf ri:%vedge’e
was falling i nto the.ﬁé uFak en
. . i e 0 h,e
running down into t hg infne arrncj) 8
the mine passage bel ?.e %%%ewcéfuc
was working its way wn °0'fe WEa " d
and sinking into the YGgs survey
in thHe 19606
Ot her than the unexpeatedofwathes,
the survey |l ead was ssthaaritonandédnu
Dave wanted to finis t h survey e
| eft from a preV|ousm{PPE|§v%%?eo M}lg@)&negéﬁrrﬁgmaﬂte’?
and Eric Pelkey did atshn?igced?rp%i?:ll'n ¢ we R)tbyélaaveSocky
the walls at the endtc}]fi a tchaeneyﬁprgrq' Criit%,ge e dmi -
rope from a bolt the¥] §3¢ aRNthe t[op. I m . . .
neyed up and wused th urso'poe a, 8¢ aI enfa dah%EH N}h'x?oosﬁorpe)ttremrtgall @i @sal
t h t D | Ioethe.rt bg}l.e ancpt.mucI ftihoaatl | pa ya by iee ltdo a olikt d
€ op. ave clbim erﬁjorweI pupa é&gé’er 'Pa‘"’?t|mdglryomhlddrdlepnpyumdamryohhew
wandered a | ittl e wbhrielaek dlo wna iat esdt rfaonrg eD afvega ttubree wcad U g hite do uorf f e yaet,
i
I

-0 —
o —

mb. A short passamme gweorsts yi rbtloa cek bciogatri onggimnpgr eacnidp i st camhee db @Intt so  ff d |
es of earlier visisttoornse.welPerevaipdenmanganfnesiedoq)rdd\aebrnaet,itbeut j u
|l eached out of the %G and the ti me
rubbl e and de ﬁISIS{ngnuWIP{ant so we ,
the flow Stone'll\é\/%'ldegwn the dro pac
spent my ti me ﬁ etocnh'e{]rg’arm fa F:el
Dave had plentn¥ f i me t, 0O . PP
d% y rom digging and
take pictures. .
my harness dirty.
We returned to~the Dbi roaom
and turned Outorﬂegpg{“%}a'y%rcfuitnwel nI 0tohke
back to the siéie o t%{a r %8 9
. ome , iwen i nto t he ca
wher e onNgort N o meGhEefEe8® whnile most 0
created a coupclelmr?)f inn%rorot%e mi ne o
high walled cadydWs. i d- P
. s ’de pg?dlngs of t he
ing down a steﬁg S b'e*. .
t n fo|r bit in the 1
t ween a wall and a aﬁ%e
Iron rich stalagmite cross section. drop block Wetffmgalib anppgf Ito rend
abrupt turn i R %f &’A@'&?ﬁels ot en.

Photo by Dave Socky
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Climbing in Lowmoor
B yDave Socky t h p hkeith &oggin

On Sunday, JanuaryBelDow 2®@ar® <DBmome Adf- Blhéd amndelll etnhte ni maogoeks
derson set up a spumhadf Keti hd mdmen tn ethriiwh it lhee wear s q uoefe zleaw n
to check some hi ghsulrevaedysedi,n anHe slkné th@hnetde risne cabeadutwi2tO0 ¢ lee
section of Lowmooraf -0duthndve & el Xaesdhmwdradhadd da nInoetr‘rat Per
Delafield and Bob eabked, Keiut hwe&owegr e war mer .

into joining the fugy,; survey, as expd¢ ot h
We parked in the miere,ovvehrilcoh kwa sntroe dl

col d. Our first g 0\dd t"W3%Sh ach"n. el N U c Kk
Ews, which really gg} aﬁeauwaséeat#g fd ar
nails near the top jan thr}enl eaad.OIBto : '_ t ]
safety | ine. At thpi I‘Pt% WSy @ quriacvyltf ® * con
over broken rock. Tiiome 0 (S{UTVIEY ' eft & 8 i o
Keith was not reallajyteenoap 680 weavedes " for
he did have a veryt mé clee fDtS LIRe acda, mew hai, uire

so while Bob, Jasosngttamd 2 tsard ebyeldiie
Keit h wander ed around t he mi ne and
took photos.

Mine Passage number 2

o - ) 2019 Reeith Goggin

Entrance with Dissolution Features

ST

Mine Entrance with Tanks

© 2019 Reith Go

High Lead Climb in Lowmoor
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11/17/2018: Susan Bur rl/X1dd@Ot:- Cul verson doredk a soaking hen
ed on the SBRRGtt rHogdtwey,. VWarticipantsthecsWaBRODalk§ @amj Mar

1/12/2019: Mary Sue @meky, who installe
Jen Suggs, and Tripslkp&eiggr twentsut ¢

ons

d
he
d
a y we

t e
c e n

o —
—~ 1 =

Il sl &ndd Cawea, h\aAl ashreedatt he area with | a<sh 1l es
t i me. It wa s Jenodshbaliamsce wii dI c dee dtrryi.p.|V|a|K ’—uudge

Cave,. WVDoug Fell®ackwas Nilké&« Socky,| Ussntd sSAaarroinedclddiaf.ni n
|l eader. On the trWe weme $wsatnheBuWirlWBd £t d Mt rMYnc@i ra dt'0
Jef f Huf f man, Bi |il ntWa Itkheer ,Wi Lduaenpésesfaegde nyndf @G @
Appel, and Nick Scchlnnarﬂbenobnertgheer | eWet , WASstStpadst tfryéng gjh" I
we nt down to Mystciacnchrivpassatgheen(whlchheV§SoWthheAmq hg g i
downstream to theNisaknpdi dvhteire bwel t i MEr&n ¢ OAESo i hife Wyt e .
went up the scary Dawtee nwiokn pliaddierestibahdoRah RY ep¥es pyath,
bypass the sump. Med tshlempee xuppl ofrreodm SHEdENr My mWhQil ek P dty
around, made it tad narBotbtdrt ssuwampd, foruddt Bhgol dhevat @dd|] di dr
then returned to tchee. efihem@cevas a tiggtﬁt'nil‘gtt%‘? ;t{/Wlae piloltp
. which i,sc really a Fg¢Chbu@nNthot @WEH B
1/1/2019: Jef f Hulf mafe@dde Lt would tagasy|é Wy at SRkt o |
people (including r'tttr||epk'ds) wentngos5 sections tr
Crossroads IQavwas ‘Q/IAI ke ' some | edges in 1e C
herding cats! Theyl/¥6/20101 | yHeg cetc tad ute oQgayvie .o fVA he B||stnr Ci
. Participants included thagui d tSocskynilkRehisd
.1/2/2019' Mary Sue 9aVfcfs aMark Hodge, aamesAmas aMidn cuyipn, I n
ing tal k t o S_evenWeS‘?/vré'nqrsstf"Bi tactegb@bp fgpreswerhdlsi g
United Methodist CRupehe,r Heg Sy die, r rgai|l ragk e gt
projector broke d n Rutyityhey K q, {d-ﬁq(ee‘:’ adllleft EUrp € g
DVD pIayerDltsocosMuecuOSvl6 ,th d|tg q?an Ton et e wildle WArsd 21400 €.
Grand GaveT ey IOV}A‘]’odr[’rttrlp with allcgdguplck olfaidbsexcueqptti ot
Pdstt 20 feet or SOor.e mobhvae dr aiwe Ccaarnt [fsvecer
1/12/2019: Susan Bur 9r aBhhikl even took Qh"e"&%n?ﬁn'h"?‘@r ehe
Bravenl(apeabd hi sPadakg opitsofp Bl ister Crawl. The "nBo It ean
t ®i xi e Caverns, val Phil and Dave) h a the task of felpdi n
rail sections to t 2y (Mar an

Possible wns TrSYfepional

MgmgetrShlp (Orig. from WVACSGoogleGroup, 2/2/2019)
p a I n an ol d abandonel{_i
19members and gu §‘st3attrénﬁ"e%larlshaesy £ §
January BIRBG nPeleltdi gp_oten i al treatmentG
BRG ‘ol h (;4rome 'bn b a Séj 4Thg
curren y a | ME; er ja t Hv
subscribers for &ggen%epﬂ%tg )epgnﬁm%/ E
bership cards and [n%mlP‘ﬁ'ésQ'al%e'H%tt%rWi'r.
be available at tfhg, ,Maggh gmeepi 8. di <i
Know of a potentifali ghtveo® Breirig@ithhem t-
to a BRG meeting) ambneer! ithmeém andawl X
BRG activity, do sttesf f uHopteFiundsy wii ty
the best cavers aff6tnh@y~the Pd fungus g
ot her cave |ife, anfe C g4
Cave Softly and Safel : 1
y y sites. mittee will h e eno
Click ldmé&trhitshe #ul Ifogtmaityon wil be se

neaws.


mailto:merecaver@yahoo.com
https://www.npr.org/2019/01/22/687527856/biologists-test-promising-treatments-for-bats-threatened-by-fungal-disease
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Roanoke Cave & Karst Day Trip to Boarhole Cave, Greenbrier County, WV
Blue Ridge Grottjo ByJOhnFOX
Caves and KarstScpa
ence Museum of A Saturday January 26, 2019.
(Center on tSkhd uHd s '
June 8, 20-49T hfirsofm : . )
conjunction with and Nigel W'Il'hs
Kar st Day and VAmanda treated

H i1
We e We wi | | have frh|ssb61'thd.ay'. Tho;‘
info about caves West Virginia dayg

Trip members werfBE

karst. We wilMurbdedtNought that Nat ess
Hol e Mawiee and tz)(tf in the photo. Bog gre
and movies for alfeatures for a 'VP .
"show and tell" JofsSticky mud that ILD
and about caves @n ¥our boots, cold 0
tuni tWMeeswi || need reeze your toes i{.
help during the Hajcrawling, scrambl K -
to follow. If yof |'ngrught. Oh yes _
ing on this projdc after a hike to . o Wt oai
an atarian. mcconnle 1l A challenging tr i p NdharRose, NigeloMillid, cavjer .
or phone-470540) 40 Johnos not’26 anymor e. gndJohn Fox

Spring VAR 2019

b yKen Mays

Aprid2825 2019 The Adirondack-siadethhocsoentvaionspr3eregi st el

) bU|_Id|n8]s with an @wndar kkarbginrsg wi ddf awistoh
The Spring VARCZmM 9 ,Wils! iR idk. smallfogrdnhpsecamot pamrep
Powhatan in WytThdwsiglhlge .gMA one buildihgg ®hegaskbeepi i ks o
Boy Scout Camp, so gt enrfte'p"%'olﬁll eP & ak!h® Ndwd stutcenr ea nalr en ol 0o nteo e
of other things tobqﬁJ | ‘?ng%

h 0 S18y gWN O, f48Vsfn awrpe omdtinep with

chil-drtemrs family fr y T re are
hiking trails, a Iabkgeﬁgtoagaﬁn(?(leli'n andDifninsepr, will be provi
and a rock climbinlgheg®| 1ar eThsehyo wigqd se Mons ts elpiakreadtye bsuhragweers
17,000 acrest.hi.s .iysosthtala,igd gdg ngs . plenty of veggie opt
typo. We will have led tPp¥V deloh Sfftaklraéjay L&Y
i i ' i i r%z—i? kPG 's® 11955 "t nG R
We are planning onWiédi Ptro¥t id®n M@APéni carcker sy foor L €
early for those whd’Vhd’riW\ﬁé‘t_dé\QnCﬁr\/@mouapr‘eft'-dmay andrs§unda'y.
north and for thosdhehe Wahk ke many GaveMErPB87Swe hope
more chivkegwe usedaf@Um® PYBardangingThe o®nateiarsdyayt cevieard dg
ago before the mor adhodr jaunf.ew vertical tterritpasi.nment is stildl
There will be threeVhieypewe o0 P 8B mEiadd )’fofofreéigsetr Pi8ilon!, S fid S O©

the weekend. Regul a4 Ittentavceamph@gor Adwo, " ar as Yt pUEE t
irondack Camping, and cabins. Thg% descri pt i o n®s agn d t E Q d Ouﬁ F%ggl : t(} Sf ge|rgggn{]ndel5 §
who have RVs, therbhan|lpndet herpar kWagal®e nﬂlcgedm%%t[. t % Unla d
l ot for them to parWsSihn onatFriipiasy pnoiignRto p enkao | ye e iygauguapt fCoe
do not know if thetkiRyeWRNI habrROupPe. available online f.
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Photo Gallery

Tawneys, Porters, and Cro

. &=, e
Trying to dig open Porters gate. We
were unsuccessful. Itis still blocked.
Photo by Susan Burr

Bill Walker and Brandon Phipps trying
WR JR WKURXJK 16PDOO 0DQ
in Crossroads. Photo by Susan Burr

Dominique Dziadowicz in Tawneys.
Photo by Lauren Appel

Shield formation in Tawneys. Photo by Lauren Appel

Formation in Tawneys.
Photo by Lauren Appel



