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CAVERD cALENOMK

June 17-20, 2010: 59th annual SERA
Cave Carnival, Monteagle, TN. Hosted
by the Sewanee Mountain Grotto. Con-
tact Maureen Handler tnshot-
gun@earthlink.net for more info.

Dec 12: BRG Christmas Party (in
place of grotto meeting). See page 69
this issue.

Jan 15, 2010: BRG meeting, 7:30p

NOTE: the US Fish and Wildlife
Service requests there be a mora-
torium on wild cave visitation and
exploration until more is known

about White Nose Syndrome, a
fungal disease that is killing bats.
The closure affects caves in 17
states in the Eastern USA. Please
honor this closure, and learn more
about decontaminating your cave
gear and preventing the spread of
White Nose Syndrome (WNS) in
bat colonies.

Nov 20, 2009: BRG meeting, 7:30p Vin-
ton Firehouse. Elections.

Dec 4-6: Resurvey of Grand Caverns/
Cave Hill. Survey, exploration and resto-
ration projects. Contact Carol Tiderman
ctider@us.ibm.com to reserve a slot.

Vinton Firehouse.

Feb 19, 2010: BRG meeting, 7:30p
Vinton Firehouse.

March 19, 2010: BRG meeting,
7:30p Vinton Firehouse.

Mid March,2010: Third National Cave
& Karst Conservancies Forum, in Lew-
isburg WV area. No other info.

May 21-23, 2010: Spring VAR
(Virginia Area Region) Meeting -
Hosted by Bubble Cave. LLC at the
WV State Fairgrounds in Fairlea, WV
(near Lewisburg) in cave-rich Green-
brier County, site of the 2012 NSS
Convention.

Aug 2-6, 2010: NSS Convention, Essex
Junction, VT. Chair: Ken Moore
mudratl@pshift.com
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Mectinng Notice

The November 20, 2009 meeting of the Blue
Ridge Grotto will be held at Vinton Fire-
house, 120 West Jackson Ave. The meeting
will start at 7:30 pm.

PROGRAM - This month’s program will be
the Best of Show from the Multimedia Salon
in the 2009 NSS Photo Salon. There were
two winners, both from P. Crochet (France).
The first is titled “Heaven and Earth” and
the second is titled “Sky of Darkness”. To-
tal length is 13 minutes.

Grotto Trip

?Unknown at this time?

If something comes up before the meet-
ing, an email announcement will be sent.
Otherwise, we may decide something at
the meeting. If you can’t make the
meeting, feel free to call Dave Socky at
540-989-7693 or send an email to Dave

at sockydr@cox.net on Friday.

ANNOUNCEMIENTS

BRG Meeting Minutes — can be read
on the BRG webpage at:
http://blueridgegrotto.org

under the ‘Organization’ button.

BRG Business
PAY YOUR BRG DUES

BRG will send out Grotto Christmas
Cards to landowners this year. Marian
McConnell has a nice "bat" design, to be
shown at the Nov. BRG meeting.

Grotto Christmas Party
YES, we are having one!
for details.

See page 69

Old Business

White Nose Syndrome:

At the 6/19/2009 BRG meeting, a discus-
sion ensued over whether BRG should
continue to have monthly caving trips or
not. (due to numerous cave closures for
WNS.)

RESOLVED: Blue Ridge Grotto will
not have monthly cave trips during
the WNS Moratorium.

BRG Alternative trips will be an-
nounced by email and in the newslet-
ter. BRG Alternative trips can include
hiking, boating, camping, rappelling,
digging, ridgewalking, sinkhole clean-
ups, commercial cave conservation
projects, etc. If you do go caving,
PLEASE THOROUGHLY DECONTAMI-
NATE YOURSELF, YOUR HELMET,
GEAR, CLOTHES & VEHICLE AFTER-
WARD following the published proce-
dures!! Please honor all cave closures.
Thanks.

NSS and WNS- An updated brochure
about WNS is now available the NSS
Web site:
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS flier

090428.pdf
Please print copies to give to youth

groups, cave owners, cavers, and any-
one who might be interested.

ber 2009"".

Cave Softly and Safely

Memberslh ii]p IU[]p(dlaut@S

Nine or so cavers and friends attended the Octo-
ber 16 BRG Meeting. We saw slide shows of
"Hiking Via Ferrata During Fall VAR 2009"
and the recent Rick Shortt/Dave Socky/Tommy
Bell Adventure, ""Hiking in New England, Octo-

Caver Updates

Dan McConnell:
new cell - 540-597-7909

Know of a potential caver? Bring them to a BRG
meeting, sponsor them on a BRG activity, do lots
of fun things with the best cavers around ~

Norman Cave
Vandalized

(from Greg Springer, posted on
WVACS, VARListServ, and
private communication)

11/10/2009

The nicest pagoda-style stalagmite in
Norman Cave (Greenbrier County, WV)
has been destroyed by vandals. A picture
is at:
http://www.flickr.com/photos/
ilikegooglebetter/4092810816/

Damage was also done to a nearby sta-
lagmite that was haystack-like and
topped by a cylindrical 'mite.

I do not know exactly when this hap-
pened, but it was done very recently and
may be related to beer cans found on the
entrance slope of the cave.

(Additionally, local cavers are pondering
the best way to repair the broken forma-
tions. A conservative estimate of the
top's weight is 3,300 pounds. A very
large group of people with a very large
amount of tackle could do the job, but it
would be a major feat.)

We will post when the repairs will be
made, once that information becomes
available. (Carbide Dump Editors)

Photo from the above web site


http://members.cox.net/sockydr/brg/dump/brgdump.htm
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http://www.flickr.com/photos/ilikegooglebetter/4092810816/
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My Fall VAR Activities

Who says you can’t have fun at a VAR
without cave trips? The hosts of the Fall
VAR 2009 did a good job of planning
plenty of above ground activities, one of
which they arranged nice discounts on
admissions to four different tourist caves.
This was my opportunity to visit tourist
caves, which I wouldn’t normally do, and
still get underground at a VAR.

Pat Sims and | arrived early enough on
Friday to get camp set up and then visit
our first tourist cave, Crystal Caverns at
Hupp 6 s Theté thdy have a nice
Civil War/Karst Trail, which contains

two wild caves, Hu p p 6 s andCkaw e

hole Cave. We were only able to view
the entrances. Our admission fee to Crys-
tal Caverns was a donation for the Karst
Trail. No one else was on the tour so we
had a nice informative leisurely trip.
Crystal Caverns is considered one of the
oldest documented caverns in Virginia.

Once we returned to camp, we had
enough time before it got dark to do
some paddling. We put the canoe in and

By Susan Burr

paddled upstream until we couldn’t go
any further without carrying the canoe.
The water was mostly smooth with
only a few tiny rapids. It was very
peaceful out there since we were the
only ones on the water. On the return
trip downstream we saw two turtles &
one giant carp or some type of gold-
fish. The lady at the campground said
something about the river having four
large goldfish in there. Whatever it was
we only saw one. We paddled as far
downstream as we could, but it wasn’t
very far, the water was too shallow.

Saturday morning was starting out
dreary, but that didn’t really make any
difference to us since we were headed
to Luray Caverns. There our admis-
sion was greatly reduced and it in-
cluded admission to the Car & Car-
riage Caravan, which has cars, car-
riages and costumes dating as far back
as 1725. This was a very interesting
museum. After touring the museum we
toured Luray Caverns. | found out it is

a self-guided tour, where you wear a
headset and can listen to the information
as you key in the station. This was won-
derful! You can take as little or as long of
time as you wish, which made it nice
since Pat and | both took lots of pictures.
Since we weren’t with a group, we could
wait until people left the area and get nice
pictures without them in it. | believe |
have been to this cave before as a child,
but 1 had no real memory of it and | cer-
tainly couldn’t have appreciated it as
much as | did this visit. The cave was
awesome! The formations gorgeous and
the trail very well made. Even with the
lighting on all the time there was very
little, if any, algae on the formations.
There was one formation, the “Princess
Column,” I had to have my picture taken
next to, since you all refer to me as the
“Princess Caver.” This cave also has The
Great Stalacpipe Organ in it. It plays a
song by having mallets strike certain sta-
lactites. Upon leaving the caverns, we
commented on being lucky we had come

(Continued on page 68)
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(Continued from page 67)

first thing in the morning. As we walked
up the stairs to leave we noticed a large
group of people coming in and once out-
side, saw that two large buses had ar-
rived. I highly recommend to anyone who
hasn’t visited this cave yet to do so.

Our next stop after lunch was Skyline
Caverns, which was just down the road
from Luray. While this cave is nothing as
grand as Luray, it still had character. It is
very obvious that this is a solution cave.
It has really neat passages that you can
see where the water carved this cave out.
Skyline Caverns’ big claim to fame are
the anthodites, which they have most
behind a protective screen. These are
very pretty and delicate looking. This
cave tour relied heavily on the use of
colored lights, which Pat and I didn’t
particularly care for.

Sunday morning came and it had finally
quit raining. We packed up everything
wet and took off to see Shenandoah
Caverns on the way home. This cave
comes in second of the four caves we
visited as far as beauty compared to Lu-
ray Caverns. The fact that Luray is self-
guided just makes it so much better.
Shenandoah Caverns’ claim to fame is

their bacon formations, which they
have plenty. The “Breakfast Bacon”
formation has appeared in the National
Geographic magazine. The tour guide
unfortunately used the “Ta-Da” factor
too much. She would shuttle everyone
in the group into the next section and
then would throw the light switch, for
that “Ta-Da” affect. It was very annoy-
ing and made taking pictures difficult.
Instead of turning on the lights to the
next section and let people trickle in
and take pictures before the crowd
showed up, she wouldn’t turn them on
until everyone was in the room. They
also had their colored light shows. At
one point while waiting for the group
to gather, | asked the guide if there
were any bats in there. She had previ-
ously mentioned the numerous wild
entrances to the caverns. Her response
to my question was she hoped not be-
cause she wouldn’t be in there, and that
they wouldn’t be in there because there
wasn’t anything to eat and it was too
cold. After hearing that I looked at Pat
expecting him to jump all over that
statement, but not a word. Pat had
thought I was going to go off on her. |
ended up not making a big deal of it,

Anthodites in Skyline Caverns. Photo by Susan Burr

but did mention that the bats wouldn’t be
eating in the cave and that they liked
cold. Overall this is a beautiful cave and |
enjoyed going through it. Our tickets also
included entrance into several museums
they have. We went through two of them,
the Main Street of Yesteryear and Ameri-
can Celebration on Parade. The latter is a
display of parade floats, which was kind
of fun to look at. Time was running out
and we needed to head home, so we did
not tour the Yellow Barn. We did how-
ever eat lunch in their authentic 1960’s
diner.

After touring these tourist caves | have
decided that this is an excellent alterna-
tive during the caving moratorium. You
still get underground, in a cave, but you
have the advantage of lights to really
show off the formations. The lights aided
in taking some nice pictures too. Each
cavern had some type of reflecting pool
as well, which is fun to look at. Plus, the
biggest advantage of going into tourist
caves is you don’t have all that gear to
clean and disinfect afterwards. | will be
glad when the moratorium will be lifted
though. A"

Cool passage in Skyline Caverns.

Photo by Susan Burr
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BRG
Christmas
Party 2009

Well, Susan tried...

The Vinton Firehouse was already
booked for Dec. Grotto night.

One restaurant required a 25 people
minimum, but only 15 cavers responded.
Another restaurant wanted an additional

10% room fee, to be calculated from the
total meal.

So, folks, we won’t be doing the Christ-
mas Party at a local restaurant this year.

Instead:

The Blue Ridge Grotto
Annual Christmas Party
Saturday, December 12,
from 2:00 pm - 8:00 pm

Location
Dave and Mary Sue Socky's house,
6572 Woodbrook Drive SW,
Roanoke, VA. 24018

Bring a dish or dessert and drinks. Bring
your musical instruments, slides, DVDs.
Bring your family, including kids. Bring
a friend, we'll have fun!

Need directions: call Mary Sue 540-989-
7693 or email at sockymss@cox.net or
click on link below for MapQuest direc-
tions:

Web directions to Socky’s house

/r_ | }

Scientists Find Successful Way To Reduce
Bat Deaths At Wind Turbines

ScienceDaily (Sep. 28, 2009) o]
Scientists at the University of Calgary
have found a way to reduce bat deaths
from wind turbines by up to 60 percent
without significantly reducing the en-
ergy generated from the wind farm.
The research, recently published in the
Journal of Wildlife Management, dem-
onstrates that slowing turbine blades to
near motionless in low-wind periods
significantly reduces bat mortality.

"Biologically, this makes sense as bats
are more likely to fly when wind
speeds are relatively low. When it's
really windy, which is when the tur-
bines are reaping the most energy, bats
don't like to fly. There is a potential for
biology and economics to mesh
nicely," says U of C biology professor
Robert Barclay, who co-authored the
paper with PhD student Erin Baerwald
of the U of C as well as with Jason
Edworthy and Matt Holder of
TransAlta Corporation.

Last year, a groundbreaking Barclay-
Baerwald study shed new light about
the reasons for bat deaths under wind
turbines in the Pincher Creek area. Re-
searchers found that the majority of
migratory bats in this southern Alberta
location were Killed because a sudden
drop in air pressure near the blades
caused injuries to the bats' lungs
known as barotrauma. Although the
respiratory systems in birds can with-
stand such drops, the physiology of
bats' lungs does not allow for the sud-
den change of pressure.

The next step was to find a way to
mitigate the deaths. TransAlta, Can-
ada's largest publicly traded provider of
renewable energy, initiated a follow-up
study at the same site to determine
what could be done.

"Wind power has come of age, so fur-
ther minimizing the impact of wind
farms on the surrounding ecology is
always important to our industry,” says
Jason Edworthy, director of Commu-
nity Relations for TransAlta. "Working
with the university during the course of

this four-year study has given TransAlta
the opportunity to test real world strate-
gies that benefit affected bat populations
and make economic sense."

Until recently, wildlife concerns regard-
ing wind energy focused primarily on
bird fatalities. But bat fatalities now out-
number those of birds due, in part, to
efforts to mitigate bird deaths by wind
turbines.

Most bats Killed at wind energy facilities
across North America are migratory tree
bats, including hoary and silver-haired
bats. The deaths occur during autumn
migration from Canada and the Northern
U.S. to the southern U.S. or Mexico.

"Given that more bat fatalities occur in
low wind speeds and the relative ease of
manipulating operation of turbines, we
examined whether reducing the amount
that turbine rotors turn in low wind
speeds would reduce bat fatalities," says
Baerwald.

Over the one-month experiment total
revenue lost from the 15 turbines was
estimated between $3,000 and $4,000.

TransAlta has already applied the low
wind mitigation strategy to the 38 tur-
bines identified in the study area. "The
findings from the study area are promis-
ing and this new mode of operation is
now in place and will be applied to new
wind farms," says Edworthy.

"Although these are promising mitigation
techniques, further experiments are
needed to assess costs and benefits at
other locations," says Barclay. -
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2009 ELECTION INFORMATION

The November meeting is always extremely busy and well attended, 'cause Nov. 20 is the evening BRG officers are elected.
Whether you want to run for office or railroad your caving buddies, a few basic rules must be followed, as described in the BRG
constitution & bylaws:

1) Voting - in order to vote, you must be an active (paid up) NSS member and a BRG member: aka Regular or Regular Family
grotto member status.

2) Candidates - to be an eligible candidate for office, you must be an active NSS member AND have been a BRG member for at
least one year.

3) Term of Office - for one year, ending in November. No officer can hold the same office for more than two years in a row.
Elected officers are expected to attend all meetings, or be impeached and executed by the grotto.

BRG NOMINATIONS FOR NOVEMBER ELECTIONS
The following candidates fulfill all BRG qualifications and were nominated for grotto office at the October 2009 BRG meeting:

Chairman: Susan Burr NSS # 53888
Vice Chair. David Socky NSS # 16334
Secretary Aaron Moses NSS # 54801
Secretary Marian McConnell NSS # 37358
Treasurer Carl Cornett NSS # 56641

Nominations will remain open until elections on November 20, 2009. Even if you prefer not to run for office, VOTE!
If you can't make it to the meeting, please be sure to fill out the absentee ballot (below) and mail it ASAP so it will get to
Roanoke before November 20, 2008 to:

Al Stewart
2528Montgomery Ave. SW

Roanoke, VA 24015-4204
(Al is the only BRG caver who can be trusted with such important)info

An alternative way of voting would be to send your ballot via email to Mary Sue Socky. She will give Al Stewart the e-ballots.
Her email address is sockymss@cox.net

Handy Dandy BRG Absentee Ballot

Chairman:

Vice-chair:

Secretary:

Treasurer:

Submitted by:

(Your name) (NSS Number)




