
The Carbide Dump   

 

January 2010, V45, #1 

January 2010  Vol 45  No 1 



The Carbide Dump 2 

 

January 2010, V45, #1 

March 5-7: Resurvey of Grand 
Caverns/Cave Hill. Survey, explo-
ration and restoration projects. 
C o n t a c t  C a r o l  T i d e r m a n 
ctider@us.ibm.com to reserve a 
slot. 

March 19:  BRG meeting, 7:30p 

Vinton Firehouse. 

Mid March, 2010: Third National 
Cave & Karst Conservancies Fo-

rum, in Lewisburg WV area.  

April 2-4: Annual Easter Restora-
tion Field Camp at Grand Cav-
erns. Contact Meredith H. Weberg 
at merecaver@yahoo.com or 703-
451-3637 for more info. 

April 16:  BRG meeting, 7:30p 

Vinton Firehouse. 

April 18-24: Virginia Cave Week.  
See www.vacaveweek.com for 
more info.   

NOTE: the US Fish and Wildlife Ser-
vice requests there be a moratorium 
on wild cave visitation and exploration 
until more is known about White Nose 
Syndrome, a fungal disease that is 
killing bats. The closure affects caves 
in 17 states in the Eastern USA.  
Please honor this closure, and learn 
more about decontaminating your 
cave gear and preventing the spread 
of White Nose Syndrome (WNS) in bat 
colonies.  

Jan 15, 2010:   BRG meeting, 7:30p 

Vinton Firehouse.   

Feb 5-7:  Resurvey of Grand Cav-
erns/Cave Hill. Survey, exploration 
and restoration projects. Contact 
Carol Tiderman ctider@us.ibm.com 
to reserve a slot. 

Feb 19:   BRG meeting, 7:30p Vin-

ton Firehouse. 

May 21-23: Spring VAR (Virginia 
Area Region) Meeting - Hosted by 
Bubble Cave. LLC at the WV State 
Fairgrounds in Fairlea, WV (near 
Lewisburg) in cave-rich Greenbrier 
County, site of the 2012 NSS Con-
vention.  

June 17-20:  59th annual SERA 
Cave Carnival, Monteagle, TN.  
Hosted by the Sewanee Mountain 
Grotto.  Contact Maureen Handler  
tnshotgun@earthlink.net for more 
info. 

Aug 2-6, 2010: NSS Convention, 
Essex Junction, VT.  Chair:  Ken 
Moore  mudrat1@pshift.com   

July 18-22, 2011: NSS Convention 

in Glenwood Springs, CO. 

June 25-29, 2012: NSS Convention 
in the Greenbrier Valley of WVa.  

Chairman Vice-Chair Secretary Treasurer Safety & Techniques 

Susan Burr 

H: 540-989-5809 

pondlady97@cox.net   

David Socky 

H:540-989-7693 

sockydr@cox.net 

Aaron Moses 

C: 540-520-6507 
amoses80@hotmail.net 

Carl Cornett 

H: 540-342-3950 

 

Dan McConnell 

H: 540-966-1345 

pitresq@aol.com 

The Carbide Dump is published monthly by the Blue Ridge Grotto of the National Speleological Society in Roanoke, Virginia. Distribution date is 
approximately the second week of each month. An issue may be skipped if insufficient material is received.  Contributions of articles and artwork 
are invited and will be gratefully acknowledged. Art work originals will be returned. Contributions should be sent to the editor.   Regular and 
associate grotto membership ($10) includes a Carbide Dump subscription. Subscriber rate is $10.00. Exchanges with other grotto and caving 
organizations are invited.  Direct exchange mail to Al Stewart.  
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 Al Stewart     David & Mary Sue Socky 
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Grotto Store 

These goodies are available at each 

and every Grotto meeting: 

 

Snot Gloves:  $1.50 pair 

T-Shirts:  $7.00 each 

BRG Patches:   $4.00 each 

Bumper Stickers:  $1.00 each 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
walking, sinkhole cleanups, commer-

cial cave conservation projects, etc.  If 

you do go caving, PLEASE THOR-

OUGHLY DECONTAMINATE YOUR-
SELF, YOUR HELMET, GEAR,  
CLOTHES & VEHICLE AFTERWARD 

following the published procedures!!  

Please honor all cave closures. Thanks. 

  

NSS and WNS- An updated brochure 

about WNS is now available the NSS 

Web site: 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS flier 
090428.pdf 
 

Please print copies to give to youth 

groups, cave owners, cavers, and any-

one who might be interested. 

Meeting Notice 
 

The January 15, 2010 meeting of the Blue 
Ridge Grotto will be held at  Vinton Fire-

house, 120 West Jackson Ave.  The meeting 

will start at 7:30 pm. 

PROGRAM - This month’s program will be 

a surprise (ie - I haven’t picked one out yet).   

 

Grotto? Trip 

Goodwin Cave Project  

Meet: Sunday, Jan 17, 12:30pm at 

HROM   

We will be working with the family who 

owns Goodwin Cave, VA.   

See page 5 of this issue for details.  
C o n t a c t  M a r y S u e  S o c k y 
sockymss@cox.net  or Dave Socky 
sockydr@cox.net or 540-989-7693 for 

more info. 

BRG had a great Christmas Party at 

Dave and Mary Sue Socky's house 

on Dec. 12, 2009. 

Thank You  to everyone who at-

tended!  Cavers brought a variety of 

food and snacks.   

One week later, on "traditional" 

grotto weekend, we had 18" of snow 

everywhere!   

Know of a potential caver?  Bring 
them to a BRG meeting, sponsor 

them on a BRG activity, do lots of 

fun things with the best cavers 

around ~  

Cave Softly and Safely 

Membership 
Updates 

BRG Meeting Minutes – can be read 

on the BRG webpage at:  

http://blueridgegrotto.org  
under the ‘Organization’ button. 

 

PAY YOUR BRG DUES 

BRG Announcements 

Congratulations to Jenny Feller, daughter 

of Doug and Cheryl Feller, and Nick 

Socky, son of David and Mary Sue 

Socky, for being accepted into Virginia 

Tech.  Both applied for early decision.  

Jenny plans on being a business major, 

and Nick will be in the school of engi-

neering.  

 
BRG Elections Results 
Congratulations to the BRG Officers for 

2010 

 

Chair Susan Burr   NSS 53888 

Vice Chair Dave Socky NSS 16334 

Secretary Aaron Moses  NSS 54801 

Treasurer Carl Cornett NSS 56641 

 
BRG & White Nose Syndrome: 
At the 6/19/2009 BRG meeting, a discus-

sion ensued over whether BRG should 

continue to have monthly caving trips or 

not. (due to numerous cave closures for 

WNS.)  

RESOLVED: Blue Ridge Grotto will 

not have monthly cave trips during the 

WNS Moratorium. 

BRG Alternative trips will be announced 

by email and in the newsletter.  BRG 

Alternative trips can include hiking, boat-

ing, camping, rappelling, digging, ridge-

BRG dues are $10.00 for regular or asso-

ciate members, $5.00 for additional fam-

ily member.  Make checks to Blue Ridge 

Grotto.  Include a note with your current 

address, phones, email, NSS number 
(and NSS expiration month), and primary 

grotto affiliation. 

Mail to: 

Carl Cornett 
BRG Treasurer 
2228 Denniston Ave. SW 
Roanoke, VA  24015 
 

Or - show up at the BRG meeting and 

pay your dues there.    

If you have paid your 2010 dues, but DO 

NOT see your name on the list above,  

please contact Carl Cornett or Mary Sue 

Socky ASAP.   

Don't delay!  The 2010 BRG member-

ship list will be printed in February.   

Leanne Barley 

Tom Beaman 
Sharon Bruce 
Susan Burr 

Carl Cornett 
Bill Cuddington 
Miriam Cuddington 

Martin DiLeggi 
Bill Farlow 
Cheryl Feller 

Doug Feller 
Mike Frazier 
Chris Heptinstall 

Kelsea Johnson 
Dan McConnell 
Marian McConnell 

Greg McCorkindale 
Randy Michael 
Aaron Moses 

Jen Perdue 

Thank You for Paying BRG 
Dues for 2010  

Tony Preston 

David Rose 
Zan Rose 
Ed Saugstad 

Marianne Saugstad 
Rick Shortt 
Pat Sims 

Dave Socky 
Mary Sue Socky 
Alan Staton 

Al Stewart 
Al Stubbe 
Alice Stubbe 

John Taylor 
Greg Turner 
Meredith H. Weberg 

Dave Wickersham 
Alex Sproul 
    (subscriber) 

http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
http://www.caves.org/WNS/WNS%20flier%20090428.pdf
http://members.cox.net/sockydr/brg/dump/brgdump.htm


The Carbide Dump 4 

 

January 2010, V45, #1 

Gap Cave Expedition 
November 28, 2009 

By David Socky,  All photos by Jonathan Prouty 

Participants: David Socky, Bob Alder-

son, Jonathan Prouty 

Goal: Survey at the end of the Big Dork 

area 

 
We entered the Gap Entrance at 10:30am 

on Saturday, November 28, 2009, arriv-

ing at the survey at 2pm.  As usual, the 

survey for the day (and night) involved 

lots of breakdown.  We started in a rela-

tively small passage, but we soon got 

into a larger room where Bob wanted to 

go to the lower level.  It looked like the 

only way down was to climb between a 

number of very loose and scary looking 
breakdown blocks.  Bob rigged a hand-

line so we wouldn't have to use the rocks 

to pull ourselves up when exiting.   

At the bottom we first surveyed two side 

passages which ended shortly.  At the 

end of the second lead, dirt was piled up 

to the ceiling.  However, at one spot 

there was a space about 3 feet wide and 

9 inches high.  I could see into another 

room and with a little pushing, I was 

able to get into a short (40 foot long by 
4 feet high by 7 feet wide) dry gypsum 

passage.  It contained some really nice 

gypsum needles, finer than a human 

hair.  Some were up to 5 to 6 inches 

long, though most were a couple of 

inches long.  One set was like a pin 

cushion with needles radiating out 

from a mound.  There were a lot of 

small and very old bat bones too.   

After surveying the side leads, we con-
tinued into the cave, surveying down 

the main passage, which was a huge 

trunk passage which eventually ended 

in a very high Rotunda Room.  A pile 

of rock, dirt, and gravel rose up the 

center of the room to within reach of 

the ceiling .  Offset from the pile of 

rock and gravel,  the dome itself con-

tinued up another 40 to 50 feet.  The 

top of the pile was perhaps 70 to 80 

feet above the drain of the dome.  
There was a steady drip of water com-

ing out of a bedding plane about 30 

feet up from the drain.   

There was lots of breakdown around 

the edges of the mountain of gravel, so 

there were a lot of little leads to check 

out, most of which didn't go.  Most of 

what we surveyed had not been 

mapped before, but just before the Ro-

tunda Room, we found survey stations.  
There was a high un-climbable lead on 

the right wall (as we went in) which we 

surmised was where the old survey 

came in.  But we didn't know how they 

had gotten down—yet.   

Previous to surveying the Rotunda 

Room, I had found a nice side lead on 

the right which led to a very nice gyp-

sum passage.  It was not virgin - there 
was only one set of footprints in the 

room.  We left it to survey later.  After 

doing the Rotunda Room, John found a 

high lead which led back to our origi-

nal route in.  Now we didn't have to 

climb back up through the unstable 

breakdown hole.   

Before quitting for the day, we surveyed 

the nice gypsum passage I had found 

earlier.  It contained some very nice se-

lenite needles - 4 to 5 inches long and as 

thick as a couple of pencil leads.  They 
were rectangular in shape.  In the middle 

of the passage was an 'ant trap' (sand 

trap) hole that a body could just fit into.  I 

slid down, pushing much sand into the 

hole ahead of me.  It turned out to be just 

a small gypsum encrusted room with no 

leads out.  However, against one wall 

under a ledge was some very fine 2 to 3 

inch gypsum flowers and lips.  One gyp-

sum formation was like a cylinder about 

3 inches in diameter and close to a foot 

long.  The gypsum curled around the ra-

dius of the cylinder.  It was very unusual.   

From the end of the gypsum passage was 

a high lead in the breakdown which even-

tually led us to the high lead we had seen 

from below.  Now we knew how the 

original surveyors had gotten to the Ro-

tunda Room.  We headed back to the start 

of our survey, were we had a short snack 

before heading out at 12:30 am.  The trip 
out was uneventful.  We exited the cave 

to a clear, but cold morning at 4 am.  We 

were in the cave for 17.5 hours for a total 

survey time of 10.5 hours. 

Limestone etching 

Selenite needles Drip Holes 

Gypsum hair 

Disclaimer:  Gap Cave is in the Cumberland Gap 

National Historic Park.  All cave trips on coordi-

nated and run by the Cave Research Foundation 

(CRF) as part of the management plan with the 

Cumberland Gap National  Historic Park.  Only 

project work and science trips (including studies 

relating to WNS) are allowed in Gap Cave and are 

allowed only with dedicated caving gear and strict 

decontamination procedures. 
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(from VARLISTSERV, 12/23/2009, posted by Cheryl Jones) 

Ashland —  Two men charged with kill-

ing endangered bats at Carter Caves State 

Resort Park (KY) in the fall of 2007 have 

both entered guilty pleas. 

Kaleb Dee Morgan Carpenter and Lonnie 

Wales Skaggs each pleaded guilty last 

week in U.S.  

District Court in Ashland to violating the 

federal Endangered Species Act. 

In so doing, the two admitted they went 

into Laurel Cave on Oct. 26 and Oct. 27, 
2007, and killed more than 100 Indiana 

bats by crushing them with rocks, flash-

lights and their feet. The bats were 

hibernating at the time and were 

knocked from their perches and killed. 

Carpenter and Skaggs each face up to a 

year in prison and a fine of $1,000. 

However, any sentences they receive 

will imposed after consideration of 

federal sentencing guidelines. 

 

Read on: 

http://www.dailyindependent.com/

local/local_story_356234504.html 

Virginia Cave  
Week 2010 

 

by Meredith Hall Weberg 

 

Mark this on your calendars:  Virginia 

Cave Week is April 18-24, 2010.   

Cave Week's goal is to educate people 

about caves and karst areas, particularly 
teachers and schoolchildren.  See the 

Web page at www.vacaveweek.com, 

which contains numerous links to cave-

related Web pages as well as activities 

teachers can do with students.   

The family who owns Goodwin Cave, 

VA has invited us to visit their property 

and cave with them on January 17, 2010. 

Goodwin Cave is the second longest cave 

in Roanoke County.  The cave is devel-

oped in the Rome Formation, and is 

2,500 ft. long.  Visiting the first three 

rooms is easy walking and crawling in a 

streambed.  Past the Big Room, the cave 

becomes a low belly crawl for 500 ft. to 

the back rooms.   

While we are on the property, there are 

numerous under- and above- ground tasks 

we can help with: 

 

Checking cave for new vandal-

ism. 

In-cave conservation cleanup 

(removal of old glass and wash-
out stuff) 

Posting NO TRESPASSING 

signs on the property. 

Looking for vandalism on the 

property. 

Lock maintenance. 

Conservation/garbage pick-up on 

property and along stream. 

Installing NO PARKING signs. 

Strengthening  the cave gate. 

Helping owner with other on-

site projects. 

 

Goodwin's In Winter:  It is COLD out 

there!  The area has received a lot of 

rain and snow over the last few 

months, and the stream may be flowing 

out of the cave.  This will be COLD 

snowmelt and groundwater.  You may 

have to hands and knees crawl through 

water at the entrance, and in the stream 

bed back to the Big Room.  It is not 

recommended to attempt the belly 

crawl to the back of the cave in win-

ter.  Even if the stream is not flowing, 

the streambed is wet and cold water 

will ooze up and soak you as you lay on 

the gravel.   This is not a dry cave.  Dress 

appropriately, and bring a warm change 

of clothes.   

Cave Equipment:  All cave gear, boots  

and clothing must be clean and decon-

taminated before you enter the cave.   

After the cave trip, all used gear, boots, 

and clothing must be properly washed 

and decontaminated. 

Goodwin Cave is gated, and vandals 

have recently damaged the gate locks.  

The police are aware of problems occur-
ring on the property, so DO NOT VISIT 

GOODWIN CAVE  without the owners, 

or you may be explaining your presence 

to the police.  

Goodwin Cave Project 2010 
By Mary Sue Socky 

http://www.dailyindependent.com/local/local_story_356234504.html
http://www.dailyindependent.com/local/local_story_356234504.html
http://www.vacaveweek.com/
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From VAR Listserv and NSS Webpage)  

1/6/2010: WNS has been discovered in 

France.  White-nose syndrome has been 
found in a bat in France, according to an 

article published in the Centers for Dis-

ease Control and Prevention's Emerging 

Infectious Diseases journal.  France re-

ports that a bat found in March 2009 had 

the characteristic white fungus on its 

nose.  Laboratory testing confirmed that 

the fungus was the same as that found on 

bats in nine northeast states where WNS 

has devastated bat populations. 

http://www.cdc.gov/eid/content/16/2/pdfs/09 -
1391.pdf   

——————————— 

1/6/2010:  WNS Research Updates  

 

 The USGS National Wildlife Health 

Center (NWHC) continues to investigate 

bat white-nose syndrome (WNS) . 

Biologists estimate that bat populations 

have declined 80 - 97% in hibernacula 

that have WNS.   

Preliminary findings: 

 

G. destructans  is present in mud, 

sediments collected in WNS-

infested caves. 

G. destructans genetic material 

has not been seen in samples or on 

bats collected from outside the 

known WNS-infested region. 

Identification of G. destructans 

genetic material in environmental 

samples suggests that the fungus is 

present, and the potential exists 

for fungus to be transmitted be-

tween bat hibernation caves as 

an unwanted hitch-hiker upon 

humans, their clothing, or cav-

ing gear.  

Studies suggest G. destructans can 

be transmitted from bat-to-bat in a 

controlled environment. This find-

ing, coupled with the recently con-

January 2010 WNS Updates 

firmed first case of WNS this fall 

from a bat collected on November 4, 

2009 in Virginia, suggests that 

WNS transmission may occur dur-

ing the fall bat swarm, as well as 

during hibernation.  

A rapid PCR test that can quickly 

screen samples for the genetic signa-

ture of G. destructans has been de-

veloped. This test will be used for 

surveillance and monitoring efforts 

this winter.  

Genome sequencing of G. destruc-

tans continues: this information will 

help in finding the origin of WNS, 

predict its spread, and choosing pos-

sible treatments and controls for the 

fungus. 

 
To read the complete article, see 

http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenose/

PDF/WHB2009-03WNSFinal.pdf 

(CNN) -- Building a home near a moon 

crater or a lunar sea may sound nice, but 

moon colonists might have a much better 

chance of survival if they just lived in a 

hole. 

That's the message sent by an interna-

tional team of scientists who say 

they've discovered a protected lunar 

"lava tube" -- a deep, giant hole -- that 

might be well suited for a moon colony 

or a lunar base. 

Moon hole might be suitable for colony 

The vertical hole, in the volcanic Marius 

Hills region on the moon's near side, is 

213 feet wide and is estimated to be more 

than 260 feet deep, according to findings 

published in Geophysical Research Let-
ters, a journal of the American Geophysi-

cal Union.  

More important, the scientists say, the 

hole is protected from the moon's harsh 

temperatures and meteorite strikes by a 

thin sheet of lava. That makes the tube a 

good candidate for further exploration or 

possible inhabitation, the article says. 

"Lunar lava tubes are a potentially impor-

tant location for a future lunar base, 

whether for local exploration and devel-

opment, or as an outpost to serve explora-

tion beyond the Moon," writes the team, 

led by Junichi Haruyama, a senior re-

searcher with the Japanese space agency 

JAXA. 

(Continued on page 7) 

January 1, 2010 

Scientists report finding a lunar hole that might 

make a good candidate for a moon colony.  

http://www.cdc.gov/eid/content/16/2/pdfs/09-1391.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenose/PDF/WHB2009-03WNSFinal.pdf
http://www.fws.gov/northeast/whitenose/PDF/WHB2009-03WNSFinal.pdf
http://topics.cnn.com/topics/Unmanned_Space_Exploration
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"Any intact lava tube could serve as a 

shelter from the severe environment of 

the lunar surface, with its meteorite im-

pacts, high-energy UV radiation and en-
ergetic particles, and extreme diurnal 

temperature variations." 

Lava tubes have previously been discov-

ered on the moon, but the scientists say 

the new hole is notable because of its 

lava shield and because it does not appear 

to be prone to collapse. 

(Continued from page 6) Lava tubes exist on Earth and also have 

been found on Mars. The cylinder-

shaped caverns can be carved out by 

lava flows, volcanic eruptions, seismic 

activity or ground collapse resulting 

from meteoroid strikes.  

The scientists used high-resolution 

images from a Japanese moon orbiter 

called SELENE to discover this lunar 

lava tube. The findings were published 

November 12, but they grabbed the 

attention of the public this week. 

NASA is reportedly working on plans to 

return to the moon by 2020 and to set up 

a temporary lunar colony by 2025 as part 

of the Constellation Program. Funding 

for the program, however, remains some-

what in question. 

The American space agency could not be 

reached for comment.  

For complete article, see 

http://www.cnn.com/2010/TECH/space/01/01/
moon.lava.hole/index.html   

Registration Form 
 

The Spring 2010 VAR/MAR will be held at the West Virginia State Fairgrounds located in 

Fairlea, West Virginia.  The campground is next to Route 219 in Fairlea, WVa, just south of 

Lewisburg. 
 

Guidebooks will only be printed for those who register early 

 
Early registration by May 1st 2010  -      Full     = $30.00  ____________________ 

(includes VAR or MAR dues and guidebook) Please circle VAR or MAR 

 

Early registration by May 1st 2010  -      under 15 years old  = $23.00  ____________________ 

(does NOT include dues or guidebook) 

 
Registration after May 1st 2010  -       Full     = $33.00  ____________________ 

(includes VAR or MAR dues and guidebook) Please circle VAR or MAR 

 

On-site registration (no guidebook) -     Full     = $35.00  ____________________ 

 

On-site registration (no guidebook)     under 15 years old  = $28.00  ____________________ 

 

Make checks payable to:  Bubble Cave, LLC 

 

Please fill out a form for each person 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Address:_______________________________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

 _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Grotto: _______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone Number: _________________________________________________________ 

Mail Form to:  
 Judy Fisher 

 PO Box 276 

 Berkeley Springs, WV  25411 

http://topics.cnn.com/topics/NASA

